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I am delighted, as provost of 
Aberdeenshire Council, to thank 
you all for attending our 2016 
Design Awards ceremony which 
this year forms part of a range of 
activities held to celebrate the year 
of Innovation, Architecture and 
Design. An Award Scheme that has 
incorporated conceptual design 
categories to facilitate student 
entries and greater emphasis on 
innovation.

In recognising and honouring the 
projects that you have seen tonight, 
we celebrate innovative and 
sustainable design that accords with 
the local context whether in a rural 
or urban setting.

Thank you for your attendance,
Hamish Vernal, Provost

The Judging Panel for the Innovative 
Sustainable (As Built) category and the 
six conceptual design categories:

David Aitchison,  
Chair of Infrastructure Services Committee

Stephen Smith,  
Vice Chair of Infrastructure Services 
Committee

Stephen Archer,  
Director of Infrastructure Services

David McClean,  
Scott Sutherland School of Architecture

Gordon Smith,  
Aberdeen Society of Architects

ABERDEENSHIRE 2016 INNOVATION, 
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN AWARDS

There are three tiers of design award: 
commended; highly commended and the 
top award of distinction

The awards are given under the following 
categories

• Single house sited in a rural setting

• Single house sited in an urban setting

• Small scale residential development  
(up to 20 houses) in a rural setting

• Non-domestic development 

• Large scale mixed use urban design 
project 

• Innovative sustainable development 

• Innovative Masterplanning 

• Innovative sustainable development  
(As Built)

The Judging Panel for the student 
entries and the Innovative 
Masterplanning category:

Gokay Deveci,  
Scott Sutherland School of Architecture

Charles Rattray,  
University of Dundee

Sholto Humphries,  
Aberdeen Society of Architects
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A Contemporary 
Fisherman’s Cottage 
An excellent contextual design which 
responds to the site and successfully extends 
a spatially constrained fisherman’s cottage.

This entry has been awarded a 
Commended

Architect: Michael Rasmussen Architect, The 
Studio, Allach Lodge, Aboyne.
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House for a Listed Walled Garden

Aberdeenshire Design Awards 2016

Section 1:100

Plan 1:300 House in the Walled Garden

A House for a Listed Walled Garden is a provocation which encourages a discourse on the often symbiotic 
relationships that exist between landscape and heritage and contemporary architectural within an Aberdeenshire 
setting. Here an architectural discussion evolves through a conversation between a wall and a house. This expensive 
house, is a project as much about how we sustainably engage with our architectural and landscape heritage as it is 
about forming a family home.

As an object in the landscape the walled garden is a typology found throughout Aberdeenshire, often relative to a 
large country house (characterised in many incarnations as the castle such as at Fyvie, Fraser or Crathes). These 
spaces act as vessels for activity, sometimes as gardens to grow and provide for the the main house or at other times 
as places of refuge and wonder.

In this instance, a garden has been abandoned and disregarded by the home for which it acted. Removed of its reason 
to be the vessel becomes something other, barren, quiet and overgrown. A new type of space that holds a discernible 
atmosphere driven more by the curving line of the wall than whats within. The wall is the powerful presence, not 
activity or flora.

Sitting beyond the perimeter of a walled garden, a new house is proposed to take ownership of this space. This is a 
house for renewal. A series of new walls, masonry as their historic counterpart, are formed parallel and perpendicular 
to their neighbour. The singularity of the construction, pale white brick is omnipresent. On approach, the gentle 
curve of the existing wall is met by the rationalism of the new.

A singular volume, a corridor, acts as spine and runs parallel to the historic wall. Here we are within the landscape, 
with views outwards. Rooms of repeating proportion are drawn out providing spaces for living.  Once within, each 
forms a constant dialogue with the wall across a small gravel court. A single, sliding, hardwood framed door allows 
interaction between inside and out. The wall gives way for three spaces. An existing opening is used to connect the 
kitchen court. Two new large openings are formed offering up long views out. Large precast concrete lintels create a 
new head to the old wall. Here we are within the garden, held within the vessel. Objects of warmth and comfort are 
provided by furniture-like volumes independent of the masonry walls; objects for cooking, washing, storing.

A House for a Listed Walled 
Garden 
A thoughtful response to context with 
a contemporary form respectful of its 
relationship with the walled garden.

This entry has been awarded a Highly 
Commended

Architect: Ross Aitchison, 2/1 103 Cambridge 
Street, Glasgow.
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Tiny House
A socially innovative compact design 
which could be replicated in small scale 
commercial developments and self-build 
projects.

This entry has been awarded a Highly 
Commended

Architect: George Watt & Stewart, 24 North 
Silver Street, Aberdeen.
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The Trail 
Clean cut architectural forms using materials 
and space that work in harmony with the 
surrounding landscape.

This entry has been awarded a 
Commended

Student: Jennifer MacLeay
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Contemporary Heritage 
Museum 
An elegant conceptual reuse of a historic 
building with contrasting form and materials.

This entry has been awarded a 
Commended and is the Winner of 
the Public Vote

Architect: Dave Chouman Architect, 19 
Gordon Road, Bridge of Don.
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The Future of Scottish 
Planned Towns 
A positive measured approach to the 
densification and expansion of planned 
towns to meet changing social, cultural and 
economic pressures.

This entry has been awarded a 
Commended
Student: Kyle Scott & Lukas Vegys
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AWPR Settlement Expansion 
A creative assessment of the land at the 
edge of the western relief road and how it 
could be creatively shaped for affordable 
housing, communal living, industry and other 
non-domestic functions.

This entry has been awarded a Highly 
Commended and Best Student 
Submission

Student: Scott Sutherland School of 
Architecture
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Fasque Masterplan 
An innovative masterplan shaped by 
historical research and an overlying business 
plan to secure a sustainable long term future 
for the estate.

This entry has been awarded a Highly 
Commended

Architect: @rchitects Scotland Ltd
Client: Fasque House Properties Ltd
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Chapelton 
A freestanding new town encapsulating 
placemaking principles to create a 
sustainable mixed use development of an 
outstanding standard.

This entry has been awarded a Distinction

Architect: Turnberry
Client: Elsick Development Company

Chapelton
 
Aberdeenshire 2016 Innovation,  
Architecture & Design Awards:  
Category 7: Innovative Masterplanning in Aberdeenshire

1. Innovation

Designing Streets

Evolution of the Masterplan through Design Charrette

T3 T4T2

Visualisation of Path

Visualisation of StreetDrawing of High Street

Photo of Lane as builtPhoto of Minor Street as builtStreet Network Diagram showing the hierachy of thoroughfare connections

Chapelton is an emerging free-standing new-town 
brought forward through the Aberdeenshire Local 
Development Plan. The first phase is now on site, 
encapsulating the place-making principles below.

The Transect

The Transect Zones Diagram related to Aberdeenshire and how they are developing on siteChapelton Regulating Plan

T1

Street Hierarchy

T2 T3 T4 T5 T6 SDNatural 
Zone

Rural
Zone

Sub-Urban
Zone 

General 
Urban Zone

Urban 
Centre Zone

Urban Core 
Zone

Special 
District

Urban Core

Urban Centre

General Urban

Sub-Urban

Rural

Civic SpaceCS

T6

T5

T4

T3

T2

The Masterplan is based on 
principles of the Transect. 
This tool categorises the built 
environment from rural fringe 
to urban core into zones of 

Chapelton’s seven 
neighbourhoods are 
connected by an 
intricate street hierarchy 
underpinned by principles 
of ‘Designing Streets’, which 
were contextually adapted 
through close collaboration 
with all departments of the 
Council.

Consultation

Community and stakeholder 
engagement have been pivotal 
throughout the planning process, 
namely the 10-day interactive 
design Charrette, which assisted 
in facilitating understanding 
and gaining community and 
stakeholder support. A Liaison 
Committee was formed to link old 
and new communities, allowing for 
concerns or initiatives to be shared.

WSP Group plcc

WSP Group plcc

development, creating diverse 
streetscapes, assisting 
wayfinding and complimenting 
the existing landscape.

A number of mechanisms 
were developed to ensure 
that the ethos of delivering 
exemplary design for the 
lifetime of the development 
is secured, including: 

• The Pattern Book; 

• The revocation of 
Permitted Development 
Rights; and 

• The creation of a 
Conservation Body and 
scheme of management.

DRAWING TITLE: DATE:CLIENT: JOB:

BROOKS / MURRAY ARCHITECTS 8-10 NEW NORTH PLACE   LONDON   EC2A 4JA  |   TEL   020 7739 9955    FAX  020 7739 9944    |   architects@brooksmurray.com

DRAWING NUMBER:SCALE:Elsick Development Company Chapelton of Elsick 1:200 @ Paper size 594 x 1500 mm
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*DRAWING TO BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH:

 859 - 200 - PHASE 1A MASTERPLAN
 859 - 201 - BLOCKS 1 AND 2 SITE PLANS
 859 - 204 - BLOCKS 4, 5 AND 6 SITE PLANS

LEXICON OF HOUSE TYPES

PLEASE NOTE: ALL LEVEL INFORMATION
RECEIVED FROM WSP 16.12.2011

Neighbourhood centres, Chapelton town centre and possible 
commercial land within the long-term Masterplan

Green Space Hierarchy‘OAG’ Unit (Office above garage)

Hume Square 

Top: Visualisation of Hume Square. Above: As built Top: Visualisation of Northern end of Hume Square. Above: As built Top: Visualisation of Greenlaw Road approach. Above: As built

Greenlaw Road

Above: A range of house types demonstrating the commitment to design quality

Elevation of Rothesay Street showing architectural detailing

Aerial photo, Jan 2016

2. Sustainability

3. Cost

4. Design Excellence

Creating a sustainable 
mixed-use development, 
including commercial, retail, 
and live/work units as well 
was educational, health and 
community facilities with a 
strong sense of community 
is integral to Chapelton’s 
success. 

Chapelton’s neighbourhoods 
were carefully calibrated to 
ensure that residents are 
within a 5-10 minute walk of 
day-to-day services.

Close attention was paid to 
housing tenure to ensure 
the development appeals to 
a wide market demographic.

The use of traditional 
materials and details 
including timber windows, 
slate, wet dash harling and 
enhanced proportions, root 
Chapelton in its regional 

40% of the site is devoted 
to green space, with the 
community woodland 
recently planted by new 
residents.

setting. 

As the ‘Conservation Area of 
tomorrow’, Chapelton’s value 
and quality will increase over 
the long term.
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The Walled Garden 
A high quality contemporary residential 
property which stimulates interest through 
the interpretation of traditional forms 
associated with walled gardens.

This development has been awarded a 
Commended

Architect: The Voight Partnership Limited, 
Commerce Street, Arbroath.
Client: Mr & Mrs Rhodes
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Spring Cottage 
A striking monopitch clad in zinc to create a 
distinctive residential property nestled on a 
constrained hillside site.

This development has been awarded a 
Commended

Architect: Covell Matthews, 9 Albyn Terrace, 
Aberdeen.
Client: Mr & Mrs Button
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Baldarroch Chapel & 
Crematorium 
A distinctive building with a symbolic form 
which successfully marries functionality, 
sustainability and purpose within a discreet 
landscaped setting.

This development has been awarded a 
Highly Commended

Architect: WCP Architects Ltd, 6 Albyn Lane, 
Aberdeen.
Client: Baldarroch Crematorium Ltd
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Sengs Subsea Engineering 
Solutions 
A crisp well detailed contemporary industrial 
building that creates an exemplar working 
environment for its employees.

This development has been awarded a 
Highly Commended

Architect: Sutherland & Co, 41 Craigs Road, 
Ellon.
Client: SengS Subsea Engineering Solutions
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Bennachie View Care 
Village 
A good functional design with excellent 
landscaping which complements the 
interior of the building with its bright social 
spaces and innovative domestic touches 
to enhance the overall experience for its 
residents.

This development has been awarded a 
Highly Commended

Architect: Aberdeenshire Council, 51 Low 
Street, Banff
Client: Aberdeenshire Council
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Middleton of Rora 
A refined agricultural building designed in 
corrobation with the client to create an 
innovative structure which meets its principal 
objectives of improving both efficiency and 
the welfare of livestock.

This development has been awarded a 
Distinction

Architect: SBD Limited, The Grieves House, 
Schivas.
Client: Middleton Farms
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Coldrach 
An imaginative and well executed 
refurbishment of a derelict cottage with a 
deceptively simple contemporary extension 
to create a stylish residence.

This development has been awarded a 
Distinction

Architect: Moxon Architects Ltd, Ardoch, 
Crathie.
Client: Ms Emma Rampton

Aberdeenshire Council introduced this award in memorial to the former principal 
archaeologist for the local authority who sadly passed away in May 2009. Ian Shepherd 
was an acknowledged expert in both the archaeology and architecture of the North 
East of Scotland who was highly respected by his peers and heavily involved in the 
Aberdeenshire Design Awards ever since their inception in 1998.

Winner of 
the Ian 

Shepherd 
Award

Ian Shepherd



The Planning Policy and Environment 
staff would like to take this opportunity 
to thank all those involved with the 
2016 Aberdeenshire Design Awards, 
including all those who submitted 
applications, the judging panel, and 
all staff and contractors involved in the 
organisation of the judging process 
and the awards ceremony.

For further information please  
contact:

Shaun Norman
Planning Policy and Environment
Gordon House
Inverurie
AB51 3WA

Tel 01467 628632
shaun.norman@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

 
Cheryl Roberts 
Planning Policy and Environment 
Viewmount 
Arduthie Road 
Stonehaven 
AB39 2DQ 
  
Tel 01569 768291 
cheryl.roberts@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
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