The cremation cemetery

About 3500 years ago, Loanhead was again a scene of activity.
Beside the now disused circle and at the centre of an enclosure
“formed by two arcs of walling laid in shallow ditches, a funeral
pymhadbemhtlmﬂan-g.q;mngnammd(emd an the old

returned to build further pyres on this central b
awaiting cremation were stored in a temporary g
pyre pit. Over several years at least 31 people
and .byried to the N, E and 5 of the cenu
relationships were expressed in the grouping
Twenty separate deposits were made, || in large §
and the rest in pits. In several cases the remains of me
individual were placed in the same urn or pit: for ex;
adult and two children were found in an urn with a sm
toggle. Eight of the cremations were of children betwi
6, This cremation cemetery was built some time after the
dhhmulwmmmdwumrbe £
“the emphasis on individuali and their relati P
refatively insignifi d with .the
grandiose but communally-created stone cln:le of the pf!czdtn;l
millennium.

Stone circles

Several hundred stone circles are- known throughout Britain.
They were built over at least 1000 years and show many

varfations in form. The recumbent stone circle is Gramplan’s’
own variant of the tradition; over 90 are known. concentrated .

in the Howe of Alford, the Garioch and in Buchan.

Prehistoric
observatories!?
- The suggestion that these stone

not " been accepted as . the
sightings that .can be made
. across the stones are refatively
crude. However, it is believed
that the recumbent stone circles
were set up to provide clear
wiews of the moon rising and
setting in the southern sky.

The stone circle

Five thousand years or nearly 200 generations *aa!w‘ﬂng
work-gang of up to 90 people dragged, pushed and levered a
lmpmwe.;hug 12 tons. into position as the first and most

is. stone into its recumbent position on the

In!pthe!ﬁorsahﬂull%l’al(vﬂwlmdwlﬂmm
ately |Okm squaré around the circle to mark the
ns. Before returning to their home areas the
b had helped were probably rewarded with a

tions the circle was used to view the movement
through the southern sky in the ‘windew' farmed by
bent stone and its two flanking pillars, Fertility rituals,
involving dance, drumming and feasting, would also
en enacted, The end of the circle's life came when the
Br was used for cremations and the scattering of bone, flint
pottery, after which the low caim of stones which can be
today was built. Recumbent stone circles like Loanhead

bbably fell out of use at a time of social change when the old,
setthed order of small, egalitarian groups of farmers was
disrupted by the appearance of the new and mysterious craft of
bronze-working, " associated with hlg_h—sun.xs pottery - called
beakers.

Reaching the site

Loanhead lies 5 miles NW of Inverurie, between the A920
Oldmeldrum/Colpy and the BS001 Inverurie/Rothienorman
roads. It is signposted off both roads.
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About your visit

From the car park follow the path through the wood for 100mto -

the wicket gate. Entry s free and can be had at all

times. Mo toilets are avallable. Wheelchair access is difficul.
Please respect this-ancient, structure: it"is in the care of the
Secretary of State for Scotland.
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1
STONE CIRCLE

I, Stone circle

This is 20.5m in diameter and consists of 3 massive stone laid on s side (the
‘recumbent’). two flanking pillars and 8 other stones. The site’ was excavated In
1934 by HE Kilbride-Jones.

2. Cupmarks

6. Cremation cemetery

]
CREMATION CEMETERY

Beaker poftery &
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Enlarged Food Vessel
This was discovered by chance during Fottery Urn
the excavation of the circle in 1934. |t
is similar to examples in the Borders.

7. Foundation deposit

A toal of 12 cupmarks are on the
Inner face of the stone beside the east
flanker, They may mark the position

Cup Marks visible
on Stone 2

-This plan shows the parvially cremated
body in the contral pic. The man was
holding this pendant.

B

of the rising moan.

3, Pyre and token
cremation deposit

Several genarations after the circle had been built it was used far a short time for
cremation burial. Traces of burnt children’s banes were found beneath the caim.

4. Cairns

The central ring cairn and the individual cairns around the standing stones were
probably built long after the circle was first constructed. They covered token

fragments of crémated bone,
5. Pottery . Beaker ﬂaz«r}
These scraps of pottery were left by

ates

View of Recumbent and Flankers
from outside Circle
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8. Cremations

in pottery urns like this one. In all, 3I
people, 8 of whom were children
between 3 and 6, were found. Various
ranks and relationships in life are hore
being expressed in death.

Collared
Pattery Urn

9. Temporary grave
This oblong pit was empty when found by the archasologists. .kt may have been
iused for storing botdies before cremation on the adjacent pyre.

10. Ash pits

The rémaing of fires were found in six places within the endlosure. Thess were
mmywmmmmw .

Miniature
Pottery Vessel

1. Cist

A small stone box or cist containing a
miniature pottery vessol was found on
the east side of the cremation come-
tery.

12. Later use
After the cemetery went out of use it
was used as a bronze smithing area
around 500be.
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