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Case Study 
Developing imaginative routes to school for rural areas. 
Where: Cluny Primary School

Issues faced: 0% of pupils who attend Cluny Primary School are able 
to walk to school (2013 Hands Up Survey Results).  Although in summer 
months some will choose to cycle to school, generally 100% of pupils 
arrive at school by either car or bus.  The rural location of Cluny School 
makes walking very difficult for them to do so.  There are no pavements 
to the village of Sauchen where the majority of pupils live.  Therefore 
the pupils have limited opportunities to be active on the way to/from 
school and are not regularly experiencing or practising road safety 
procedures.

What they did: to tackle these issues, the school wanted to create an 
‘imaginative route to school’ in the form of a trail within the playground, 
so pupils could experience  ‘walking to school’. To do this, the school 
use funding acquired from Aberdeenshire Council School Travel 
Planning Small Grant application, to 
work with a local artist to create some 
ideas of what a walking route to school 
should look like

The upper stage children came up with 
various exciting ideas for a playground 
‘trail’ - the idea being that they would 
have to get from a picture of a house/
home to a picture of the school in a very 
active way via some obstacles such as 
crocodiles and sharks. 

The children also had an idea to paint 
footsteps along the path at the edge of 
the car park to indicate where to safely 
walk into the school ground.  
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Finally, the Pupil Council 
used the company’s zebra 
crossing design, with ‘Stop, 
Look, Listen’, on the existing 
Bikeability playground ‘road’ 
markings to encourage 
children to cross the pretend 
‘road’ safely every day.

Although learning road safety is most useful on real life road situations, 
this project has given rural pupils the opportunity to enjoy a walking to 
school experience. 

What benefits have the project bought the school:  This was funded 
through the Aberdeenshire Councils School Travel Plan Small Grant 
Fund. 

According to the Head Teacher: 
“The footsteps have successfully encouraged the children to keep far 
away from the kerb in the car park when walking to/from the school 
building.

The zebra crossing has encouraged the children to walk across our 
‘road’ in the safest possible way every day, immediately upon going into 
the playground to play. (Some of our P1s couldn’t remember ever being 
on a zebra crossing before this.)

The trail has added colour and fun to a bland bit of tarmac - 
encouraging the children to run, skip and jump every day.”

This type of approach would be very beneficial for other country 
schools where the children have limited opportunities to develop their 
road safety ‘sense’.


