
 
 
 

 

 Education and Children’s Services 
 
 
 

          
 
 
 
 
 

Working Together to Support Home Education 
 
 
 
 

A Guide for Parents 
 
 
 
 
 

August 2019 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



HOME EDUCATION 
 

Guide for Parents   August 2019 

 
 

Aberdeenshire Council Education and Children’s Services are 

committed to working with parents to make sure that their children can 

get the best possible start in life. 

 

This includes providing all children with education that meets their needs 

and recognising that some parents may wish to educate their children at 

home. 

 

It is hoped that the following information is helpful to parents who wish to 

opt for this route. 
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The Legal Position 
 
There is extensive legislation and guidance relating to the education of young people 
including home education.  Particular reference should be made to the Children and 
Young People’s Act (2014) as well as the Education (Scotland) Act 1980 and the 
Additional Support for Learning (Scotland) Act 2004 (Amended) 2009. 
The main points can be summarised as follows: 
 Every child of school age has a right to education which must be directed to the 

development of the personality, talents and mental and physical abilities of the child 
to their fullest potential.  Furthermore, if children wish to express a view on their 
education then this should be considered taking into account their age and maturity. 

 Parents have a responsibility to provide efficient education for their children of school 
age suitable to their age, ability and aptitude.  This can be done by regular 
attendance at a school or by other means (e.g. home education). 

 Education authorities are required to take into account the parent’s views in relation 
to their children’s education. 

 Where children attend local authority schools, then the education authority must give 
consent before parents withdraw their children from school for home education.  See 
page 2 for information on occasions when consent is not required. 

 If an education authority has concerns over the home education being provided, then 
they must take action. 

 Where a child may have additional support needs and is being educated at home, 
parents have the right to ask the education authority to find out if their child has 
additional support needs and to assess what level of support they might need.  The 
education authority may at its discretion agree with the request and provide the 
necessary support but does not have a legal duty to do so. 

 
How do parents withdraw a child from school for home education? 
 
Consent is not required to home educate, but only to withdraw a child from school for 
home education.  However, there are exceptions which are outlined on page 2. 
  
The procedure for Aberdeenshire Council Education and Children’s Services where 
consent is required is as follows: 
 
 Parents must write to the Quality Improvement Officer for the area of Aberdeenshire 

in which they live (addresses are in the useful contacts section on page 8) informing 
that they wish to home educate and requesting consent to withdraw their child from 
school.  This should be done as early as possible and before the date they wish to 
withdraw their child from school.  
 
The letter should also include proposals on how they intend to provide efficient 
education for their child.  An explanation of efficient education is provided on page 3.  
Any views expressed by their child must be considered.  In the meantime, the child 
should continue to attend school until consent is granted.
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 The Quality Improvement Officer will acknowledge the request and consider as soon 
as possible whether there is any evidence indicating that there may be good reason 
to refuse consent.  

 
 If there is no evidence to suggest that consent should be withheld, and parents have 

provided an indication of how they would provide efficient education through home 
education and where possible the proposed resources they would use, then consent 
can be granted immediately. 
 

 If more information is required before a decision can be made, including further 
 details from parents on how they intend to provide an efficient education, then this will 

be gathered.  Parents will also be given the opportunity to address any specific 
concerns the authority may have.  The child should also be given the opportunity to 
express any views. 
 

 Education and Children’s Services will try to issue a decision within six weeks of the 
original request.  However, in a small number of cases, it may not be possible to do 
this.  Parents will be advised of the reason for the delay and the likely timescale to 
reach a decision. 
 

 If the Quality Improvement Officer is concerned that the information provided by the 
parent indicates that efficient education cannot be provided, then parents will be 
notified in writing that consent is being withheld and reasons for the decision and 
grounds for refusal will be set out.   Parents will be invited to address the grounds for 
refusal and re-submit their request for reconsideration.   
 

 Instances where consent may not be granted immediately include: 
- where a child has been referred to social work or the police for child 

protection reasons, and the matter is being investigated 
- where the child is on the child protection register 
- where a child has been referred to the reporter on care and protection 

grounds, and the referral is being considered 
- where the child in the subject of a supervision requirement. 

In these cases, the Quality Improvement Officer will gather any relevant information 
that will assist in reaching a decision. 
 

 Parents may wish to meet with the Quality Improvement Officer at a mutually 
acceptable location to discuss their proposals or provision.  The child may attend this 
meeting to give their views or their views can be given in other ways.  A written 
summary of the meeting will be sent to the parents. 
 

Do parents always have to seek consent to home educate? 
 
Parents do not have to seek consent to home educate if 

- their child has never attended a local authority school 
- their child is being withdrawn from an independent school 
- their child has finished primary education in one school but has not started 

secondary education in another 
- the school the child has been attending has closed.
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In the above cases and where home educating parents move into Aberdeenshire it is 
helpful if parents notify the Quality Improvement Officer of the area in which they live that 
they intend to home educate.  This can enable appropriate support and advice to be 
given if required.  In all other cases, parents must write to their Quality Improvement 
Officer requesting consent to withdraw their child from school in order to home educate.  
If there is evidence to suggest there may be concerns over the welfare of the child then 
the Quality Improvement Officer may make enquiries to ascertain the whereabouts of the 
child. 
 
Can parents request flexi-schooling? 
 
Parents may occasionally make a request to withdraw a child part time from school, e.g. 
for the child to attend school only on certain days, or for certain subjects.  The feasibility 
of each request will be considered on its own merit with reference to Section 28 of the 
Education (Scotland) Act 1980.  However, it will be a decision for the authority and 
school as to whether they can support such an arrangement, having taken account of 
individual circumstances and operational arrangements. 
 
Can parents appeal against the Education and Children’s Services 
decision? 
  
If parents are not happy with the decision, having already provided additional 
information, then they should write to the Head of Education with details of their 
complaint.  Addresses are in the useful contacts section on page 8.  If the Head of 
Education is unable to resolve their complaint there will be the opportunity to use a 
mediation service, if the parent and education service are in agreement.  The mediation 
service will be provided by an independent organisation.  
 
Alternatively, or if the parents are not satisfied with the outcome of mediation, they may 
ask the Head of Education for a report to be written and presented to Aberdeenshire 
Council’s Education of Children at Home Sub-Committee for consideration.  Parents will 
be given a copy of the report and will be strongly encouraged to meet with the Sub-
Committee.  Should the Sub-Committee not support the parents, then the education 
service will serve an attendance order on the parents.  Parents have 14 days to appeal 
to the Sheriff, who may confirm, vary, or annul the order.  The Sheriff’s decision is final. 
 
What is efficient and suitable education? 
 
There is no specific definition of efficient and suitable education.  One approach to 
education is not necessarily more efficient than another and parents’ educational 
provision will reflect a diversity of approaches and interests.  However, it would be 
expected that any education provision would include all of the following: 
 an approach or ethos that shows commitment and enthusiasm for the child’s 

education and recognises the child’s needs, attitudes and aspirations. 
 consistent involvement of parents in their child’s education, although they may not 

actively be involved in providing the education.  This, for instance, could be through 
distance learning packages or using tutors.  Additional information on using tutors 
can be found on page 7 under Child Protection.
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 opportunities for the child to be stimulated by their learning experiences. 
 involvement in a wide range of activities appropriate to the child’s stage of 

development. 
 access to appropriate resources and materials.  This would include paper, pens, 

books, libraries, art and craft materials, physical activity, computer technology. 
 opportunities to mix with other children and adults. 

 
The Curriculum for Excellence also has a number of principles which would indicate 
efficient and suitable education.  It would be expected that every child: 
 Has the opportunity to develop as a successful learner, effective contributor, 

confident individual and responsible citizen. 
 Knows they are valued and supported. 
 Has the opportunity to develop skills for learning, vocational skills and skills for life. 
 Has the opportunity to develop a range of knowledge and skills that adds up to a 

general education. 
 Finds learning relevant and meaningful. 
 Is challenged and engaged by their learning. 
 
What about children with additional support needs? 
 
Parents still have the same right to choose home education if their child has additional 
support needs.   
 
Parents also have the right to ask Education and Children’s Services to find out if their 
child has additional support needs and to assess the level of support they might need. 
 
However, there will be other issues to consider by parents and Education and Children’s 
Services, depending on the particular need of the child.  These may include 
 how the parents intend to meet the child’s additional support needs. 
 the environment in which the child is to be educated – this can be crucial for a child 

with autism. 
 the involvement of an educational psychologist in assessing the proposed education 

provision with the agreement of parents. 
 
What support can parents expect from the education authority whilst 
home educating? 
 
Education and Children’s Services at its discretion is able to support parents who choose 
to home educate.  Advice can be provided: 
 on curricular provision and resources that may be useful 
 about resources that may be available through Aberdeenshire’s Library and 

Information Service 
 on work experience placements  
 on computer hardware and software for children with additional support needs 
 from the Educational Psychology Service.
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Please note that Education and Children’s Services has no statutory obligation to provide 
financial or other support for the home education of children with additional support 
needs. 
Contact should be made with the appropriate Quality Improvement Officer in the first 
instance. 
 
Will Education and Children’s Services contact parents who are home 
educating? 
 
Aberdeenshire Council, Education and Children’s Services aim to be as supportive as 
possible to parents who are home educating.  To do this a Quality Improvement Officer 
will write to parents, usually on an annual basis. 
 
The purpose of this is to ascertain how the home education is progressing, that it is 
efficient and suitable to the child’s age, ability and aptitude, to offer advice and support 
and to answer any question that parents may have. 
 
Where at all possible it is helpful if the annual contact can take the form of a visit to the 
home situation.  This enables the Quality Improvement Officer to see the child in their 
own learning environment and see the education provision first hand.  However, such 
visits are not compulsory, and parents may provide details of their educational provision 
by alternative means, such as, written or electronic information.   
 
Following these contacts, a report will be written by the Quality Improvement Officer and 
shared with parents.  Parents should also feel free to contact their Quality Improvement 
Officer for information and advice and if necessary, to arrange a visit. 
 
What happens if there are concerns about the home education? 
 
If there are concerns about the education being provided, these will be made clear and 
more frequent contact may be made, with a view to helping parents improve their 
provision.   Where information provided by parents together with ongoing discussions 
does not address concerns that Education and Children’s Services may have about the 
education provision and that the only way that they can be addressed is through a home 
visit, then this will be requested.  The reasons for a home visit will be clearly outlined to 
parents. 
 
If there are serious concerns that the education being provided is not efficient, and 
despite parents having been given every opportunity to improve their provision and a 
home visit has been declined a report will be written by the Quality Improvement Officer 
and referred to Aberdeenshire Council’s Education of Children at Home Sub-committee 
for consideration.   
 
Parents would also be contacted in writing requiring them to provide information that 
Education and Children’s Services may require regarding the ways in which education is 
provided.  Parents will be allowed between seven and 14 days to provide this information 
that will enable the Education of Children at Home Sub-Committee to determine if the 
home education is efficient and suitable.  The parents can either meet with the Education 
of Children at Home Sub-Committee in person to provide the information or provide the 
information in writing.  Where parents do not satisfy the Education of Children at Home 
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Sub-Committee that efficient education suitable to the age, ability and aptitude of the 
child is being provided, then an Attendance Order will be made by the education service.  
The Attendance Order names a school that the child must attend and once an 
attendance order has been served, the parent has 14 days to appeal to the Sheriff, who 
may confirm, vary or annul the order, and whose decision will be final.  
 
Education Maintenance Allowances (EMAs) 
 
Home educated children are eligible for EMAs, subject to the same criteria as set out for 
school educated children.  EMAs are available to eligible young people who are 
undertaking full-time non-advanced level study by home education.  The EMA 
programme is administered by the local authority in which the home education is based.  
Applications should be made to the local authority.  Students applying for an EMA as a 
home educated student must have a history of home education prior to reaching their 
official school leaving date.  The Scottish Government publish updated guidance 
annually in March.  Parents should refer to the latest guidance for more details. 
 
Examinations for home educated children 
 
There is no legal requirement for children to sit a particular set of examinations.  If 
parents want a child to take a particular qualification, they should investigate thoroughly 
whether, and how easily, their child will be able to access examination and assessment 
arrangements.  The internal assessment component of many qualifications such as 
National Qualifications, GCSEs and A Levels can restrict the certification of external 
candidates.  For instance, many National Qualifications courses at Higher and Advanced 
Higher require candidates to pass unit assessments as well as an external assessment 
to achieve a course award.  These are not, however, the only types of qualification 
available and parents may wish to investigate alternative options which may be better 
suited to home education.  Some study options are set out below. 
 
Authorities are not required to meet any costs associated with home educated 
candidates taking examinations or other qualifications.  Authorities should, however, 
where circumstances allow, take a reasonable approach and make available any 
resources or support that they can offer, and give information about alternative 
qualifications and the arrangements needed for children to take them, where applicable. 
 
Study options for educational qualifications 
 
Enrolment at a Further Education College 
 
Home educated young people are eligible to be considered for further education college 
courses or open learning provision through further education colleges.  As with school 
pupils, it is a matter for the college concerned whether to enrol a home educated young 
person.  Courses are usually part-time, though colleges may in exceptional 
circumstances enrol young people under the age of 16 on to full-time programmes. 
 
Enrolment at college has the advantage that all the work and entry for qualifications is 
organised by the college, but it does require at least some attendance at classes which 
will not appeal to all home educating families.  If a student enrols at a college, their 
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parents will be liable to pay all of the course fees themselves unless the education 
authority is willing to provide funding.  Colleges also have the discretion to waive fees, 
which they tend to do for low income families in accordance with Scottish Funding 
Council’s fee-waiver policy. 
 
Self-Study 
 
Many home educating families choose to work independently towards qualifications.  
Because of compulsory internal assessment components, there are many subjects and 
qualifications which are not available to external candidates unless an appropriate 
arrangement can be made with an approved centre which meets with the examining 
board’s requirements.  Some centres and examining boards may be willing to accept 
coursework which has been marked and authenticated by a private tutor. 
 
Families who study for qualifications from home will need to: 
 
 Contact the relevant examination board to find out about their requirements. 
 Register with an approved centre for their child to be presented for the qualification.  

For SQA qualifications, an entry can only be processed by an approved centre. 
 Pay a registration fee for each subject their child will take.   
 
It may also be possible for a group of home educators to consider seeking approved 
status in their own right.  Further information on this can be obtained from the Scottish 
Qualifications Authority (contact details at end of guidance). 
 
Correspondence Courses 
 
Correspondence courses can be an option for students who prefer to work 
independently, though they will be required in most cases to follow a structured 
curriculum and programme of work.  Correspondence courses offer a wide range of 
qualifications at different levels and the organisations offering these courses will advise 
about arrangements which need to be made for registering with an examination centre 
and for making and authenticating coursework.  The cost of this option varies depending 
on the organisation and the qualification chosen but can prove expensive.  
 
Child protection assurances for parents 
 
Parents may choose to employ other people to educate their child, though they 
themselves will continue to be responsible for the education provided.  They will also be 
responsible for ensuring that those they engage are suitable persons to have access to 
children.  They will therefore wish to satisfy themselves, for example, by taking up 
appropriate references, or requesting that a Disclosure check is carried out.  Further 
information about Disclosure checks is available from Disclosure Scotland (contact 
details on page 10).
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USEFUL CONTACTS 

You can contact Education and Children’s Services in writing or by 
telephone: 

 
Education and Children’s Services 
Woodhill House 
Westburn Road 
Aberdeen  
AB16 5GB   
Telephone  01224 872840 
 
Banff and Buchan Area Education and Children’s Services 
Banff and Buchan Area Education and Children’s Services Office 
32 Low Street 
Banff  
AB45 1AY   
Telephone  01261 813280 
 
Formartine and Garioch Area Education and Children’s Services 
Garioch Area Education and Children’s Services Office 
Gordon House 
Blackhall Road 
Inverurie  
AB51 3WA 
Telephone  01467 539651 
 
Buchan Area Education and Children’s Services 
Buchan Area Education and Children’s Services Office 
Buchan House 
St Peter Street 
Peterhead  
AB42 1QF 
Telephone  0345 608 1208 
 
Marr, Kincardine and Mearns Area Education and Children’s Services 
Mar, Kincardine and Mearns Area Education and Children’s Services Office 
Queen’s Road 
Stonehaven  
AB39 2QQ 
Telephone  01569 690535 
 
 

 
   

 
 

tel:01467539651
tel:0345%20608%201208
tel:01569690535
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Home Education Organisations - Scotland 
 
Schoolhouse Home Education Association 
 
PO Box 18044 
Glenrothes 
Fife 
KY7 9AD  
Tel: 01307 463 120 
E-mail: info@schoolhouse.org.uk 
Website: www.schoolhouse.org.uk 
  
 
North of Scotland Home Educators 
 
Email: norscothe@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Home Education Organisations – UK wide 
 
Education Otherwise 
 
PO Box 325 
Kings Lynn 
PE34 3XW 
Tel: 0845 478 6345 
Email: eoemailhelpline@education-otherwise.org 
Website: www.education-otherwise.org 
 
 
Home Education Advisory Service 
 
PO BOX 98 
Welwyn Garden City 
Herts  
AL8 6AN 
Tel: 01707 371 854 
E-mail: enquiries@heas.org.uk 
Website: www.heas.org.uk 
 
Home education organisations also have local branches affiliated to them.  Further 
information available from the individual organisations. 

mailto:info@schoolhouse.org.uk
http://www.schoolhouse.org.uk/
mailto:norscothe@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:eoemailhelpline@education-otherwise.org
http://www.education-otherwise.org/
mailto:enquiries@heas.org.uk
http://www.heas.org.uk/
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Other useful contacts 
 

Disclosure Scotland 
Disclosure Scotland 
PO Box 250 
Glasgow 
G51 1YU 
Tel: 0141 282 5000 
 
Email: info@disclosurescotland.co.uk 
Website: www.dosclosurescotland.co.uk 
 
Scottish Government Education Directorate 
Educational Options Team 
Victoria Quay 
Edinburgh 
EH6 6QQ 
Tel: 0131 556 8400 
Email: ceu@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
www.scotland.gov.uk 
 
The Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) 

The national body in Scotland responsible for the development, accreditation, 
assessment, and certification of qualifications other than degrees. 

The Optima 
58 Robertson Street 
Glasgow G2 8DQ 
Telephone Helpdesk: 0845 279 1000 
www.sqa.org.uk 

 
 
Skills Development Scotland 
Skills Development Scotland can offer advice on college, university, employment and 
training opportunities. 
 
Aberdeen Careers Centre 
381 Union Street, Aberdeen, AB11 6BT 
www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk 

 

 
  

mailto:info@disclosurescotland.co.uk
http://www.dosclosurescotland.co.uk/
mailto:ceu@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/
http://www.sqa.org.uk/
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