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Labour’s purpose is fairness: fair 
rules, fair chances and a fair say for 
everyone. 
  
‘The Labour Party is a democratic 
socialist party. It believes that by 
the strength of our common 
endeavour we achieve more than 
we achieve alone, so as to create 
for each of us the means to realise 
our true potential and for all of us a 
community in which power, wealth 
and opportunity are in the hands of 
the many, not the few.’ 
  
Those democratic values have 
guided us through twelve years 
(since 1997) in government: 
everything from the large canvas of 
economic stability, full employment 
and record investment in public 
services, to the fine detail of the 
minimum wage, free museum entry 
and civil partnerships. 

Lisa McClatchey

 

I am in my second year at the school 
and am a dedicated pupil. I believe 
everyone is equal and should be 
treated and respected equally and I 
also believe everyone should have 
the right to speak out and have a 
fair say in how the country is 
governed and that’s what the labour 
party is all about, helping others. 

Lisa McClatchey  

Policies  

Animal Welfare 
Asylum and immigration 
Crime and Justice 
Culture, Media and Sport 
Defence 
Democracy and Citizenship 
Early years 
Economy 
Energy and Climate Change 
Equalities 
Europe 
Further and higher education and 
skills 
Housing 
International development 
Local government 
NHS 
Older people 
Public Health 
Schools 
Social Care 
Transport 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Energy and climate change  
Labour is making Britain greener, cleaner and less polluting. Our rivers and beaches are cleaner, our water is 
cleaner and our air is purer than in 1997.  We have led the way internationally on climate change. But there is 
more to do: our ambition is to reduce our CO2 emissions by at least 20 per cent by 2020, while we triple our 
production of renewable energy; improve our housing stock so it is among the most energy efficient in Europe 
and energy prices are lower for consumers. 
Some key achievements: 

• Our CO2 emissions fell by 10.8 million tonnes last year and our greenhouse gas emissions were 66 million tonnes lower than in 
1997. 

• Over the past 6 years, Labour action has meant that 5 million households have been helped with insulation. 
• Recycling has quadrupled since 1997. 

 
Winning the fight for Britain’s future 

• We have set a target of making all new homes zero-carbon from 2016. 
•  Over the next 3 years, our policies will mean that a further 5 million households will be helped with insulation, that 100 million low 

energy light bulbs will be given out; and other energy saving products will be provided to 4 million homes. 
• By 2011 we will have phased out old high-energy light bulbs in favour of energy efficient ones, and are working with industry to 

phase out single-use carrier bags. 

http://www.labour.org.uk/supporting_hard-working_families
http://www.labour.org.uk/supporting_hard-working_families


 

 

 

School, early years, further and higher education  
Unlocking the talent and potential of each and every young person is at the heart of Labour’s vision for education. 
Since 1997, Labour has transformed education; young people are achieving some of the best ever results in 
tests. 
Some key achievements: 

• Labour has doubled the amount spent per pupil since 1997 from £2,900 to over £5,850 today.   
• Labour has delivered over 40,000 more teachers and 116,000 more teaching assistants than in 1997. 
• Over 1,100 new schools have been built, rebuilt or refurbished. 
• We have offered every 16 and 17 year old a ‘September Guarantee’ which means we are funding a guaranteed place at school, 

college, training or in an apprenticeship for every 16 and 17 year old that wants one. 
• Every three and four year old has the right to a free nursery place 
• More young people are attending university than ever before.  

New labour, your Britain: 

• Labour is committed to rebuilding or refurbishing every secondary school and half of all primary schools in the coming years. 
• Labour will guarantee every young person up to the age of 18 an apprenticeship, training or a place to study free of charge by 

2015. We will continue to increase the number of apprenticeships available.   
• In secondary schools, Labour will provide one to one tuition to 300,000 pupils in English and Maths who are falling behind their 

peers.  
• Labour has increased student grants so that over two thirds of students will get a grant of £2,835 

Crime and justice  
Britain is safer with Labour. 
We are taking the tough and 
necessary measures to 
combat crime and anti-social 
behaviour. Our no-nonsense 
approach is bringing crime 
down. Since 1997, overall 
crime – including violent 
crime – has fallen by almost 
40 per cent and you are now 
less likely to be a victim of 
crime than at any time in the 
last 25 years. 

NHS 
The NHS is the Labour Party’s greatest achievement. We created it, we 
saved it, we value it and we will always support it. Since 1997, Labour’s 
investment and reform have delivered real improvements for patients after 
18 years of Tory neglect and underinvestment. Today, the NHS has more 
services and more staff, delivering faster and better quality treatment. 
Some Key achievements: 

•  Waiting lists are down by nearly 600,000 since 1997. The average wait for inpatient 
treatment is down to just 4 weeks, and thanks to Labour’s tough targets, nobody now 
has to wait more than 18 weeks for treatment. 

• Over 40,000 more doctors and over 83,000 more nurses since Labour came to 
power. 

• Investment in the NHS has nearly trebled since 1997. 
• All hospitals have been deep cleaned, and the number of matrons, to keep them 

clean and enforce hospital cleanliness, has been brought up to 5,000. 
 
New labour, you Britain:  

• All prescriptions are now free for people being treated with cancer, benefiting up to 
150,000 people with cancer who might otherwise pay £100 a year in prescription 
charges. 

• Labour is opening at least 100 new GP practices in the areas which need them most, 
along with 152 new GP-led health centres to be open 8am-8pm, seven days a week. 

• Labour is making it easier for you to see your doctor at a time convenient to you and 
your family. Thanks to Labour’s new deal with doctors, over three quarters of GP 
practices are open for at least one evening or weekend surgery a week – compared 
with just 12 per cent in April 2008. 

For all labours 
achievements and aim’s 
visit www.labour.org       
Or you can ask me if you 
want any extra 
information. 

http://www.labour.org/

