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Corporate Services

REPORT TO ABERDEENSHIRE COUNCIL - 27 JUNE, 2013
AMENDMENTS TO STANDING ORDERS
1

Recommendations

1.1

The Council is recommended to consider and agree (or otherwise)
proposed amendments to Standing Orders 2 and 11 as recommended by
the Procedures Committee and detailed in Appendix 1 to this Report.

2

Background / Discussion

2.1

Standing Order 21(2) requires that no alteration to Standing Orders shall be
made without notice being given at one meeting of the Council to be
discussed at the following one. The Council on 25 April, 2013, made minor
revisions to the proposed wording of Standing Order 11 and thereafter noted
the proposed amendments to Standing Orders 2 and 11 (as revised), with a
view to the amendments being considered and agreed (or otherwise) at this
meeting of the Council.

2.2

The Procedures Committee met on 18 January and 18 March, 2013, to
discuss possible amendments to Standing Orders in relation to (a) publicising
the proceedings of a meeting before the conclusion of a meeting, and (b)
requests to speak on planning applications.

2.3

Attached at Appendix 1 is a copy of the Standing Orders showing the
proposed changes.

2.4

The Head of Finance and Monitoring Officer within Corporate Services have
been consulted in the preparation of this report and their comments
incorporated.

3

Equalities, Staffing and Financial Implications

3.1

An equality impact assessment is not required because the changes
proposed are procedural matters and do not have a differential impact on
any of the protected characteristics.

3.2

There are no staffing or financial implications arising from this report.

Christine Gore
Director of Corporate Services
Report prepared by:- Alastair Nicol, Principal Committee Officer
29 May, 2013
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APPENDIX 1
PROPOSED CHANGES TO STANDING ORDERS 2 AND 11(4)
(New text in bold italics)
2. GENERAL CONDUCT OF MEETINGS
At meetings of the Council (1)

every member of the Council shall stand when speaking and shall address the Chair;
reasonable adjustments shall be made by the Chair in situations where standing is not
suitable for any member;

(2)

when the Chair rises to speak, no other member of the Council shall continue standing,
nor shall any other member rise to speak until the Chair is seated;

(3)

when the Chair is speaking he or she shall be heard without interruption; and

(4)

in the event of any person present disregarding the authority of the Chair or being
guilty of obstructive or offensive conduct, a motion may thereupon be moved and
seconded to suspend such person for the remainder of the sitting; the motion shall be
put without discussion and, if it be carried, such person shall leave the Council
Chamber and, if refusing to do so, shall be removed from the Council Chamber
(including the precincts thereof) with such force as may be reasonably necessary; and

(5)

no member shall by any means publish any detail relating to the proceedings of
the meeting prior to the conclusion of the meeting.
11. RECEPTION OF DEPUTATIONS

(4)

In the case of deputations concerning planning applications:(a)

Any request for the Council or any of its Committees to receive such a
deputation in relation to an undetermined planning application shall be
submitted in writing, duly signed, shall state the subject application on which
the deputation desires to be heard and whether the intended speaker is in
support or opposes the planning application.

(b)

Every such application shall be addressed to the Area Manager within the
particular administrative Area of the Council that the planning application
relates to and shall be in his or her hands by noon of the fourteenth calendar
day before the date of the Council or Committee meeting concerned. If, in
the opinion of the Chair of the Council or Committee concerned, the subject
on which the deputation desires to be heard is competent, the request shall
be put on the agenda of the Council or appropriate Committee after its
receipt. Thereafter, the deputation shall, at the discretion of the Council or
Committee, be accorded the opportunity of being heard at that meeting,
subject always to adequate notice having been given to parties holding an
opposing view e.g. if any deputation should comprise those objecting to a
planning application, the applicant should also be given the opportunity of
being heard.

(c)

No more than two members of any such deputation or identified parties
holding an opposing view shall be permitted to address the meeting and the
total time allotted to such deputation or identified parties holding an opposing
view shall not exceed 10 minutes. It shall be competent for any elected
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member of the Council or relevant Committee, with the leave of the Chair, to
put any relevant questions to the deputation, but no elected member shall
express an opinion upon the subject, nor shall the Council or Committee
discuss the subject on which the deputation has been heard, until the
deputation has withdrawn to the public benches.
(a)

An applicant or anyone who has submitted a valid representation on a
planning application, may, by themselves or through an agent, make a
request to speak at the Council or Committee meeting which is to be
deciding the application.

(b)

A request to speak must be submitted, in writing, to the Area Manager
for the administrative Area within which the application site is located,
no later than noon on the Friday before the date of the Council or
Committee meeting concerned. The Area Manager will invite all
persons who have made a valid request to speak to attend the meeting
concerned, but the Council or Committee has complete discretion
whether requests to speak will be granted or not. If granted, the Council
or Committee will decide whether speakers will be heard at that
meeting, or at any adjournment.

(c)

Where requests to speak have been granted, the following procedure
will apply:1

The Planning Officer (followed, if appropriate, by any other
officers) will speak to the report. Speakers will then be heard in
the following order:
A
B
C

the applicant, if present;
persons supporting the application;
objectors.

2

No more than two speakers will be heard per request.

3

The maximum time allotted to each request will be 10 minutes.

4

A member of the Council or Committee may, through the Chair,
put any relevant questions to speakers once they have
concluded.

5

Members shall not discuss the merits of the application until all
speakers have concluded and withdrawn to the public benches.

