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Housing and Social Work

SOCIAL WORK AND HOUSING COMMITTEE – 12 SEPTEMBER 2013
PRESSURED AREA DESIGNATION

1

Recommendations
Social Work & Housing Committee is recommended to:
1.1

Agree to the implementation of Pressured Area Designation, to
suspend the ‘Right to Buy’ to specific settlements and to specific
house types, for a period of 10 years.

2

Background/Discussion

2.1

Following successful application to The Scottish Government, Pressured Area
Designation was awarded to various settlements across Aberdeenshire
identified in Appendix 1. This has been in effect since 6 November 2008 and
expires on 5 November 2013; a period of five years. This suspended the
‘right to buy’ in the designated areas for tenants of social rented sector
housing, where the tenancy commenced on or after 30 September 2002 but
before 1 March 2011. Tenancies created before 30 September 2002 retained
the ‘right to buy’.

2.2

The estimated number of house sales which have been prevented by the
above action is in the range of 65 - 81 per year since 6 November 2008.
Within the areas where pressured area designation was not agreed there
have been 18 houses sold (under the modernised ‘right to buy’) over the
same period. If these areas had been successfully included in the previous
application these houses would not have been sold.

2.3

The Housing (Scotland) Act 2010 gave authority to local authorities to
determine if pressured area designation was appropriate for their area without
the need to seek Scottish Government approval.

2.4

Two conditions have to be met before Pressured Area Designation (PAD) can
be considered. These are;
1)

The need for housing provided by the local authority or by Registered
Social Landlords (RSLs) substantially exceeds (or is likely to exceed
substantially) the amount of housing which is (or likely to be) available.

2)

The exercise of the right to buy by tenants in the area is likely to
worsen the situation.
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2.5

The Housing Need and Demand Assessment (HNDA) 2010 and 2011 clearly
demonstrated a shortfall of affordable housing supply across Aberdeenshire;
increasing from an estimate of net housing need of 481 per annum in 2010 to
540 per annum in 2011. This along with a waiting list in excess of 9,000
applicants and over 1,400 homeless presentations clearly demonstrates a
high level of housing need in Aberdeenshire. With just over 1,000 relets
during 2012/13 it is clear that retaining social rented houses is both critical
and strategic to meet assessed housing need in Aberdeenshire.

2.6

Previously Pressured Area Designation could be applied only to all houses
within a defined geographical area. A change made by the Housing
(Scotland) Act 2010 is the ability to designate particular house types as well
as complete letting areas. A further change relates to the maximum period for
which a pressured area can be designated; this has increased from five years
to ten years.

2.7

The Housing (Scotland) Act 2010 also introduced changes to the ‘right to
buy’. From 1 March 2011 a tenant who moves into a house which can be
classed as new supply, such as a new build property, along with any first time
tenant will not have the ‘right to buy’ that house. Tenants who return to the
social rented sector after a break, with some exceptions, will also not have
this ‘right to buy’.

2.8

The report to Social Work & Housing Committee on 28 March 2013 gave
Officers approval to prepare proposals for Pressured Area Designation and to
consult with Area Committees and the wider community.

2.9

In order to provide a strong evidence base to support any decision made by
the Council, Officers have examined up to date, key data for all settlements
across Aberdeenshire for the period 2008/09 - 2012/13, including
investigating pressures for particular house types and house sizes (Appendix
2).

2.10 It is proposed to apply Pressured Area Designation for a period of ten years in
three parts as follows;
1)

Those settlements which have a waiting list to relets ratios of greater
than 5:1.

2)

Those settlements with 10 or less Council houses remaining.

3)

All four and five bedroom properties across all settlements within
Aberdeenshire.

2.11 Appendix 3 details the 128 settlements which will be protected by Part 1 and
Part 2 of the Pressured Area Designation proposal; this is an increase of 40
settlements from the 2008 Pressured Area Designation of 88 settlements.
Part 3 of the Pressured Area Designation proposal will protect all four and five
bedroom properties across all of Aberdeenshire.
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2.12 There are 18 settlements which do not meet the methodology adopted within
the proposed Pressured Area Designation; these are detailed in Appendix 4.
This includes four settlements which were previously included in the 2008
Pressured Area Designation; Banff, Cornhill, St Combs and Cuminestown.
Examination of the housing data has indicated that


Banff:- the waiting list in Banff has almost halved from 150 in 2008 to 89 in
2013, whilst the relets have more than doubled from 20 in 2008 to 43 in
2013.



Cornhill, St Combs and Cuminestown:- essentially the waiting list to relets
ratio is 1:1 that is for every household on the waiting list there has been
one relet.

2.13

Subject to approval, Pressured Area Designation, in the revised form, would
begin from 6 November 2013. This would suspend the ‘right to buy’ in the
designated areas and for the designated house types for tenants of social
rented sector housing, where the tenancy commenced on or after 30
September 2002 but before 1 March 2011 for a period of ten years.

2.14

The Scottish Government announced, on 3 July 2013, the intention to abolish
the ‘right to buy’ for all social rented sector tenants. Any social housing
tenant who currently has the ‘right to buy’ will, subject to the legislative
process, have a period of three years to exercise that right which is expected
to be abolished by December 2017, thirty-seven years after its introduction.
Since this announcement, officers have reported an increase in the number of
‘right to buy’ applications received.

2.15

Consultation responses from all stakeholders are attached (Appendix 5).

2.16

The Head of Finance and Monitoring Officer within Corporate Services have
been consulted in the preparation of this report and agree with the content.

3

Equalities, Staffing and Financial Implications

3.1

An equality impact assessment has been carried out as part of the
development of the proposals set out above. It is included as Appendix 6 and
the following impacts have been identified which can be mitigated as
described:1) Typically younger households will have Modernised Right to Buy
entitlement and therefore PAD may have a negative effect on their
opportunity to purchase a property.
2) Typically Minority Ethnic households will have Modernised Right to Buy

entitlement and therefore PAD may have a negative effect on their
opportunity to purchase a property.
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Both these impacts can be mitigated by the Council’s existing policy on the
allocation of low cost housing for sale which gives tenants priority over waiting
list applicants and others. Therefore there are other options available for
these younger and Minority Ethnic tenants who still wish to access the owner
occupied market.
3.2

The development of the proposal has been met from within existing staff
resources.

3.3

If approved the number of ‘right to buy’ sales may reduce and impact upon
the level of income from ‘right to buy’ sales. The potential effect on the HRA
Business Plan will be monitored and we are currently awaiting feedback from
our housing accountancy team.

Ritchie Johnson
Director of Housing and Social Work
Report prepared by Elaine Reid, Team Leader – Affordable Housing
2 September 2013 final
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AREAS AFFECTED BY PRESSURED AREA DESIGNATION Appendix 1
Effective from 6th November 2008 applicable to tenancies started on or
after 30th September 2002

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.

Banff and Buchan
Banff
Cornhill
Fraserburgh
Gardenstown
Portsoy
Whitehills
Fordyce
Lonmay
Buchan
Longside
Mintlaw
New Deer
Peterhead
St Combs
St Fergus
Strichen
Formartine
Balmedie
Cuminestown
Ellon
Newburgh
Oldmeldrum
Potterton
Tarves
Turriff
Udny Green
Auchedly
Auchterless
Barravale
Berefold
Blackdog
Collieston
Daviot
Foveran
Kinharrachie
Tipperty
Garioch
Blackburn
Echt
Inverurie
Kintore
Newmachar
Westhill
Blair of Fintry
Colpy
Hatton of Fintry

44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.

Leslie
Leylodge
Lyne of Skene
Meikle Wartle
Midmar
Millbank
Old Rayne
Oyne
Kincardine and Mearns
Auchenblae
Drumoak
Gourdon
Johnshaven
Laurencekirk
Newtonhill
Portlethen
Stonehaven
Barras
Catterline
Cowie
Garvock
Glasslaw
Glenbervie
Luthermuir
Maryculter
Muchalls
Tewel
Ury
Marr
Aboyne
Alford
Ballater
Banchory
Braemar
Huntly
Lumphanan
Torphins
Birse
Clatt
Crathes
Glenkindie
Inchmarlo
Ittingstone
Keig
Logie Coldstone
Muir of Fowlis
Strachan
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Appendix 2

Pressured Area Designation: Data Examined

1 Data examined:













Ratio of waiting list to relets and how these compare nationally in line
with Scottish Government guidance and practice across other local
authorities
Number of social rented units for both the Council and Housing
Associations
Total number of modernised tenancies that would be affected
(tenancies started on or after 30 September 2002 and before 1 March
2011)
Estimated affordable housing need (those whose current housing
situation is not suitable for their needs but cannot afford to remedy this
without assistance) from the most recent housing needs assessment
Statement of expected number of new affordable units
Number of right to buy sales for each of the previous three years
Estimated number of sales which would be suspended
Maps
Evidence of consultation with every RSL in the area
Evidence of consultation with all bodies, which represent the interests
of tenants and other residents in the area
Evidence of consulting affected tenants individually
Evidence of notifying waiting list applicants is required as good practice

2

Officers undertook an initial examination of all letting area settlements
in Aberdeenshire. This examination looked at all relets in each
settlement and compared this with the number of applicants on the
Council’s waiting list. Tenants on the transfer list, Sheltered Housing
applicants and those without any points were excluded from the
calculation in accordance with Scottish Government guidance.
Officers have identified those settlements which are greater than 5:1
(where there are 5 people on the waiting list in relation to one house
becoming available for let) as it is unreasonable for households to wait
longer than five years to be rehoused. Furthermore the HNDA 2010
and 2011 and the high number of households on the waiting list clearly
demonstrate increasing pressure for social rented housing.

3

Officers also considered those settlements which had 10 or less
Council houses; this will protect Council stock and help sustain rural
communities by allowing these smaller settlements to always have
affordable rented housing available to meet local needs. They do not
qualify under the waiting list to lets ratio as many of them have very few
or no lets in which to measure the need.
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4

Officers also considered four and five bedroom houses. This is
because the stock of these house sizes is very low and the turnover of
these houses is very limited with very few actually becoming available
for let. Despite this however there are still high numbers on the
Council’s waiting list for these house sizes.

5

The estimated number of sales which could be prevented is projected
to be in the range of 14 - 21 per year. The methodology for this
projection has been based on the number of modernised tenancies of
more than 5 years in non pressured area designation (which therefore
qualify for ‘right to buy’) as a percentage of the number of sales to
tenants under the modernised ‘right to buy’ rules. This percentage is
then applied to the number of modernised tenancies created in the last
5 years who will qualify for ‘right to buy’ over the next 5 years. Table 1
below outlines the estimated number

Table 1
Tenancy
Duration

Modernised
Council RTB
Sales as at 31
March 2013

%

+5 Years
4-5 years
3-4 years
2-3 years
1-2 years

Modernised
Council
Tenancies (as at
31 March 2013)
in proposed PAD
areas
2270
406
516
372
0

14 (estimate)
2 (estimate)
3 (estimate)
2 (estimate)
0 (estimate)

-1 year

0

0 (estimate)

applied 0.60%
applied 0.60%
applied 0.60%
applied 0.60%
Assuming that
Right to Buy is
abolished.
Assuming that
Right to Buy is
abolished.
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Appendix 3
Which settlements and property types are being considered in Aberdeenshire?
Part One During the past five financial years to 31st March 2013, the following
settlements have 5 people or greater on the waiting list in relation to any individual
council housing (excluding sheltered) becoming vacant for re-let. Housing of all sizes
in these areas could be included in the application for pressured area status.
Settlements highlighted in bold are new settlements which did not previously receive
pressured area designation in 2008, all other settlements listed were previously
included in pressured area designation.
Table 1
BANFF & BUCHAN
Cairnbulg
Fordyce
Fraserburgh
Gardenstown
Inverallochy
New Aberdour
Portsoy
Tyrie
Whitehills

GARIOCH
Auchleven
Blackburn
Echt
Hatton of Fintray
Insch
Inverurie/Port Elphinstone
Kemnay
Kintore
Kirkton of Skene
Leylodge
Lyne of Skene
Midmar
Millbank
Newmachar
Old Rayne
Oyne
Parkhill
Pitcaple
Westhill

BUCHAN
Clola
Cruden Bay/Longhaven
Fetterangus
Hatton
Longside
Maud
Mintlaw
New Deer
Peterhead
St Fergus
Strichen
Stuartfield/Auchnagatt/
Knaven/Old Deer

KINCARDINE & MEARNS
Arbuthnott
Auchenblae
Cowie
Drumlithie
Drumoak
Fettercairn
Fordoun
Glenbervie
Gourdon
Inverbervie
Johnshaven
Kinneff
Kirkton of Durris
Laurencekirk
Luthermuir
Maryculter
Marykirk
Muchalls
Newtonhill
Portlethen
St Cyrus
Stonehaven

FORMARTINE
Balmedie/Belhelvie
Blackdog
Collieston
Daviot
Ellon
Foveran
Methlick
Newburgh
Oldmeldrum
Pitmedden
Potterton
Rothienorman
Tarves
Tipperty
Turriff
Udny Green
MARR
Aboyne
Alford
Ballater
Banchory
Birse
Braemar
Cairnie
Clatt
Crathes
Crathie
Forgue
Gartly
Glenkindie
Huntly
Inchmarlo
Keig
Kennethmont
Kincardine O’Neil
Lumphanan
Montgarrie
Monymusk
Muir of Fowlis
Strathdon
Tarland
Torphins
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Part 2 During the past five financial years housing stock data to 31st March 2013, the
following settlements have 10 or less council homes of all sizes (excluding sheltered
homes). These settlements could be included in the application for pressured area
status. Settlements highlighted in bold are new settlements which did not previously
receive pressure area designation in 2008, all other settlements listed were
previously included in pressured area designation.
Table 2
Banff & Buchan

Garioch
Blair of Fintray
Colpy
Leslie
Meikle Wartle

Buchan
Lonmay
New Leeds

Kincardine & Mearns
Barras
Catterline
Garvock
Glasslaw
Tewel
Ury

Formartine
Aucheldy
Auchterless
Barravale
Berefold
Cairnhill
Kinharrachie
Marr
Drumblade
Glass
Ittingstone
Largue
Logie Coldstone
Ruthven
Strachan

Part 3
All four and five bedroom council properties across all settlements within
Aberdeenshire are being considered for pressured area designation.
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Settlements which do not meet the proposed methodology for pressured area
designation.
All of the following settlements are excluded from pressured area designation as they
do not meet the proposed methodology. However, all four and five bedroom
properties within these settlements will be protected under part 3 of the proposed
methodology of pressured area designation. Settlements highlighted in bold were
previously included in 2008 pressured area designation.
Banff & Buchan
Aberchirder
Banff
Cornhill
Macduff
New Byth
Rosehearty
Sandend
Sandhaven

Buchan
Boddam
Crimond
New Pitsligo
St Combs

Formartine
Cuminestown
Fyvie
Udny Station

Garioch

Kincardine & Mearns
Fetteresso

Marr
Lumsden
Rhynie
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Appendix 5
Pressured Area Designation: Consultation

1

Extensive consultation across Aberdeenshire and the wider community
has taken place over the period May 2013 and August 2013. Direct
contact was made with various groups; including tenants, waiting list
applicants, housing associations, tenants’ and community groups. An
advert was placed in the local Press advising tenants of the
consultation process (between May and August 2013) and directing
them to the to IBP research and to Council Officers, to encourage
responses to the proposals.

2

The results of the survey are as follows:

2.1

Aberdeenshire Council Tenants:
 12.2% of tenants responded to the survey with 66% of them
agreeing with the council’s proposals to suspend the Right to Buy
for a further 10 year period.
 Almost 80% of those that responded support the methodology for
including the areas and property sizes.
 26% of tenants who responded indicated that they were considering
buying their home through Right to Buy.

2.2

Waiting List Applicants:
 11.4% of waiting list applicants responded to the survey with 79% of
them agreeing with the council’s proposals to suspend the Right to
Buy for a further 10 year period.
 Almost 90% of those that responded support the methodology for
including the areas and property sizes.
 39% indicated that they would consider buying their home through
Right to Buy.

2.3

The majority of tenants who responded from Grampian Housing
Association – 66% and Tenants First – 56% were in agreement with
the Council’s proposals to suspend the Right to Buy for a further 10
year period and the methodology used.

3

The majority of Community Councils, Interested groups and
organisations and interested individuals who responded were in
agreement with the council’s proposals to suspend the Right to Buy for
a further 10 year period and the methodology used. However, one
community council did not support the proposal to extend the
suspension of the right to buy.
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4

Area Committees were consulted on the proposal and their response
can be summarised as follows:






4.1

The general consensus from Area Committees was that they
agreed with the proposals to apply pressured area designation
to suspend the Right To Buy to specific settlements, as well as
to specific house types for a period of 10 years. They also
agreed with the methodology used for deciding which
settlements and house types should be included in the bid.
Buchan Area Committee raised a series of questions in relation
to the proposal to exclude St Combs from Pressured Area
Designation and once satisfied with the responses, agreed to
the recommendations.
Kincardine & Mearns Area Committee agreed with the proposals
and also sought clarification with regards to future consideration
of smaller (1 and 2 bedroom) properties. A response was
provided.

Marr Area Committee sought clarification on the pressure ratio used
when identifying the number of settlements which had a waiting list of
lets ratios of greater than 5:1, noted the intention to apply pressured
area designation to settlements with 10 or less council houses and
noted the intention to include all four and five bedroom properties
across all settlements within Aberdeenshire. Thereafter Committee
agreed the recommendations
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Appendix 6

EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT
Stage 1: Title and aims of the activity (“activity” is an umbrella term covering policies,
procedures, guidance and decisions).
Service

Housing

Section

Strategic Development

Title of the activity etc.

Pressured Area Designation

Aims of the activity

Consultation on Pressured Area Designation with tenants, residents, waiting
list applicants, Registered Social Landlords, tenant groups and community
councils with a view to continuing Pressured Area Designation for a further 10
year period. This will include assessing whether additional areas and house
types should be included as Pressured, with the aim of retaining stock to
address housing need.

Author(s) & Title(s)

Elaine Reid Team Leader (Affordable Housing) and Liz Hamilton, Strategic
Housing Officer.

St

Stage 2: List the evidence that has been used in this assessment.

Internal data
(customer satisfaction
surveys; equality
monitoring data;
customer complaints).

Internal consultation
with staff and other
services affected.

Housing Needs and Demand Assessment (2011)
Local Housing Strategy 2012 - 2017
Data collection on current tenancies, (broken down into Preserved and
Modernised Right to Buy), house sales, re-lets, stock information, tenancy
duration, waiting list information and national waiting list to re-let ratios over a
period of time from 2008/09 and every year to 2012/13 for council stock.
Aberdeenshire Council also holds stock data for the other Registered Social
Landlords in Aberdeenshire.
Feedback from consultees will be used to inform the proposal.
Report to Social Work and Housing Committee of 28th March 2013
Consultation with Area Committees from May – August 2013.
Information on the Consultation Database May – August 2013.
Website May – August 2013
Members Ward Pages May – August 2013.
Report to Social Work and Housing Committee of 12th September 2013
Planning for the Future Tenant Officer Group – 2nd May 2013 (Note of
meeting)
Tenant Participation Promotion Team – May/June 2013
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External consultation
(partner organisations,
community groups,
and councils.

Consultation with tenants and waiting list applicant by IBP May – August
2013.
Tenants First and Grampian Housing Association are consulting with their
tenants on behalf of the council
Registered Social Landlords with properties in Aberdeenshire. May – August
2013.
Community Councils
Press Release advising of the consultation between May to July 2013.
Representatives from tenant participation groups have been involved in
reviewing Pressured Area Designation and wider service user consultation
has been facilitated through the Council’s Consultation Database on the web
site.
The proposals to continue Pressured Area Designation have been issued to
the Council’s partner organisations for consultation. (May to August 2013).
Consultation has also taken place with:
Housability
Disability Access Panels
Citizens Panel
Tenant Participation Promotion Team
Registered Tenant Groups
Tenant Voices
Gypsies/Travellers groups,
Minority Ethnic Outreach Worker Project Team
Integrate Aberdeenshire
Scottish Council for Single Homeless
Shelter Scotland
PATH (Scotland) (Addresses the under-representation of Black and Minority
Ethnic Communities in Housing and related areas.)

External data (census,
available statistics).

Registered Social Landlord stock data
National Waiting List (link)

Other (general
information as
appropriate).

Linked to the Equality Impact Assessment on the Allocations Policy (Link)

Stage 3: Evidence Gaps.
Are there any gaps in
the information you
currently hold?

No. The Pressured Area Designation activity fulfils the criteria set out by the
Scottish Government in terms of methodology and data sources.

Stage 4: Measures to fill the evidence gaps.
What measures will be

Measures:

Timescale:
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taken to fill the
information gaps
before the activity is
implemented? These
should be included in
the action plan at the
back of this form.

Stage 5: Are there potential impacts on protected groups? Please complete for each protected
group by inserting “yes” in the applicable box/boxes below.
Positive

Negative

Neutral

Age – Younger

Yes

Yes

Age – Older

Yes

Yes

Disability

Yes

Yes

Race – (includes
Gypsy Travellers)

Yes

Religion or Belief

Yes

Gender – male/female

Yes

Pregnancy and
maternity

Yes

Sexual orientation –
(includes Lesbian/
Gay/Bisexual)

Yes

Gender reassignment –
(includes Transgender)

Yes

Marriage and Civil
Partnership

Yes

Unknown

Yes

Stage 6: What are the positive and negative impacts?

Impacts.

Positive
(describe the impact for each of
the protected characteristics
affected)

Negative
(describe the impact for each of
the protected characteristics
affected)
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Please detail the
potential positive
and/or negative
impacts on those with
protected
characteristics you
have highlighted
above. Detail the
impacts and describe
those affected.

Stock designed and adapted
specifically for older and those with a
disability, either physical or learning,
is excluded from Right to Buy
Legislation and therefore the impact
will be neutral for these property
types. However mainstream stock
available for older and those with a
disability, where the particular
requirement may be for support, will
be protected from Right to Buy and
will be available for rent.
Retaining stock to ensure everyone
assessed in accordance with the
Allocations Policy will have the option
to apply for a social rented property if
that is their choice.

Typically younger households will
have Modernised Right to Buy
entitlement and therefore PAD may
have a negative effect on their
opportunity to purchase a property.

Typically Minority Ethnic households
will have Modernised Right to Buy
entitlement and therefore PAD may
have a negative effect on their
opportunity to purchase a property.

Stage 7: Have any of the affected groups been consulted?
If yes, please give
details of how this was
done and what the
results were. If no,
how have you
ensured that you can
make an informed
decision about
mitigating steps?

There has been extensive consultation with tenants, waiting list applicants,
Registered Social Landlords with properties in Aberdeenshire, Community
Councils, Tenant Groups, through the Aberdeenshire Tenants Newsletter,
Briefing Note to Councillors and Area Committees from May to August 2013,
which will include those Protected Characteristics’ groups.

Stage 8: What mitigating steps will be taken to remove or reduce negative impacts?
These
should be
included in
any action
plan at the
back of this
form.

Mitigating Steps

Timescale

The Council’s existing policy on the allocation of low cost
housing for sale gives tenants priority over waiting list
applicants and others. Therefore there are other options
available for these younger tenants who still wish to
access the owner occupied market.

Already in operation

The Council’s existing policy on the allocation of low cost
housing for sale gives tenants priority over waiting list
applicants and others. Therefore there are other options
available for these Minority Ethnic tenants who still wish to
access the owner occupied market.

Already in operation
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Stage 9: What steps can be taken to promote good relations between various groups?

These should be
included in the action
plan.

The purpose of Pressured Area Designation is to retain housing stock for all,
including all nine Protected Characteristics, to ensure everyone has the option
of applying for a social rented property if that is their choice.

Stage 10: How does the policy/activity create opportunities for advancing equality of
opportunity?
In the operation of Pressured Area Designation, the Council will not discriminate against any person
because of age, race, colour, disability, religion and belief, sex or gender, sexual orientation, pregnancy
and maternity. No groups will be excluded.
The council offers a translation service, home visits for service users unable to access a particular office
or who are housebound.
There is Gypsy/Traveller Liaison Officer and a Minority Ethnic Outreach Worker employed by
Aberdeenshire to assist with minority ethnic communities.
Domestic Abuse advice/ Domestic and Gender Abuse Team
Leaflets and information is available in other languages.
Living and Working in the North East (Community safety)

Stage 11: What equality monitoring arrangements will be put in place?
These should be
included in any action
plan (for example
customer satisfaction
questionnaires).

As part of our continuous improvement ethos, Pressured Area Designation
will be reviewed at the end of the 10 year period for which it is in place.
However if there are any changes in circumstances in the interim, either
locally or nationally, these will be taken into account as required.

Stage 12: What is the outcome of the Assessment?
Please complete
the appropriate
box/boxes

1

No negative impacts have been identified –please explain.

2

Negative Impacts have been identified, these can be mitigated please explain.
* Please fill in Stage 13 if this option is chosen.

The Council’s existing policy on the allocation of low cost housing for sale gives
tenants priority over waiting list applicants and others. Therefore there are other
options available for those younger tenants and Minority Ethnic tenants who still
wish to access the owner occupied market.

Item: 10
Page: 18
Appendix 6
3

The activity will have negative impacts which cannot be
mitigated fully – please explain.
* Please fill in Stage 13 if this option is chosen

* Stage 13: Set out the justification that the activity can and should go ahead despite the
negative impact.

Protecting existing social rented stock is critical to the Council’s role in addressing housing need
and sustaining mixed communities.

Stage 14: Sign off and authorisation.
1) Service and
Team

Strategic Planning and Delivery Team

2) Title of
Policy/Activity

Pressured Area Designation

Sign off and authorisation.

Name:
3) Authors:
I/We have
completed the
equality
impact
assessment
for this policy/
activity.

Elaine Reid

Name:

Liz Hamilton

Position: Team Leader
(Affordable Housing)

Position: Strategic Housing
Officer

Date:

Date:

21/05/2013

21/05/2013

Signature:

Signature:

Name:

Name:

Position:

Position:

Date:

Date:

Signature:

Signature:

4) Consultation
with Service
Manager

Name:
Date:

Janelle Clark, Housing Manager (Strategy)
22/05/13

5) Authorisation
by Director or
Head of
Service

Name:
Douglas Edwardson
Position: Head of Housing
Date:
22/05/2013

Name:
Position:
Date:
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6) If the EIA relates to a matter that has to go before a Committee,
Committee report author sends the Committee Report and this
form, and any supporting assessment documents, to the Officers
responsible for monitoring and the Committee Officer of the
relevant Committee. e.g. Social Work and Housing Committee.

Date:

7) EIA author sends a copy of the finalised form to: eia@abdnshire

Date:

(Equalities team to complete)
Has the completed form been published on the website?

YES/NO

Date:

May 2013

05/11/13

Already in
operation

Pressured Area
Designation agreed
for a 10 year period

Continue to
implement and
monitor the Council’s
Low Cost Homes for
Sale policy

Start

Consultation

Action

Action Plan

Appendix 6

Ongoing

05/11/23

August 2013

Complete

Elaine Reid

Elaine Reid

Elaine Reid

Lead Officer

To assist households access home
ownership options.

Retain stock to address housing
need.

Consultation Feedback will inform
how the proposal will proceed.

Expected Outcome

Within existing resources

Change in anticipated income
from Right to Buy sales.
(Awaiting information from
Housing Accountants)

Within existing resources

Resource Implications
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