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It is submitted that small to medium sized allocations are crucial in providing housing
choice, supporting the small settlements which have not experienced recent growth
and providing development opportunities which can be developed quickly and easily
without significant infrastructure costs.
The site has a long planning history, summarised as follows










1980 an application for 26 houses was refused. A subsequently application
for 18 houses was then approved.
The Gordon District Local Plan 1989 - site allocated for 18 houses,
development would support local primary school at Dunecht, as well as
services in Lyne of Skene. Sewage treatment works needed.
ALP 1998 removed the allocation due to drainage constraints.
Consultative Draft 2000 Aberdeenshire Local Plan larger site zoned for 36
houses, removed by finalised draft due to drainage constraints
Local Plan Enquiry, Reporter at Hearing included recommended site included
for housing, 18 to east, 18 to west for second phase, accepted by
Aberdeenshire as a modification, but subsequently removed by ISC 13 Feb
2006, concerns local education, impact on Skene Moss and lack of local
services.
APP/2007/1376 Residential development - refused 21 Dec 2007.
Appeal - PPA/110/723, appeal dismissed.

The site has historically been considered appropriate. The small settlement has not
experienced any recent growth, with only infill and replacement development
permitted. The area has an ageing population and little movement in the housing
market. The proposed site abuts the settlement boundary and is the in the logical
direction for growth. Development will support the local facilities and services and
provide a range of house types helping to sustain the small settlement. The site is
close the to kick about pitch, play park and community hall at the old school. Any
proposal will include considered strategic landscaping design including linkages to the
existing public open space and play park. The existing street lighting will be
extended and there will be a requirement to move the 30mph speed limit sign. The
site offers excellent visibility in both direction.
In recent years the main issue regarding development in Lyne of Skene has related
to the lack of drainage with the existing settlement served by septic tanks. The
applicant is fully aware of this issue and proposes the use of a private drainage
system for the proposed development, the design of which will be to the satisfaction
of Scottish Water. Indeed, the site falls away from the existing development and a
proposed SUDS scheme will sit well with the topography of the site. In terms of the

waste water, Scottish Water sewers and a treatment tank are available in the
settlement for the existing houses. It is understood that no additional capacity is
available and in any event topography does not suit connection of the proposed site.
A fully compliant small proprietary WWTW, which could be designed to Scottish
Water requirements, is therefore proposed at the west of the site. Adjacent minor
watercourses are of sufficient size and constant water flow to transfer the treated
effluent from the outfall in a generally southerly direction to the Bogendinny Burn,
with sufficient dilution. Concerns with regard to a perceived lack of drainage
opportunities should not continue to stop the logical and organic growth of this
settlement which has been so long constrained.
As such we would submit that the proposed site represents a logical extension to
Lyne of Skene ensuring housing land supply within the settlement for the
forthcoming plan period. There are no constraints to the early delivery of the site
and therefore we would respectfully request its allocation within the Aberdeenshire
Local Development Plan 2021

Your Faithfully
Suller& Clark.

GR016

19. Other information
Please provide any other information that you would like us to consider in support of your
proposed development (please include details of any up-to-date supporting studies that have been
undertaken and attach copies e.g. Transport Appraisal, Flood Risk Assessment, Drainage Impact
Assessment, Peat/Soil Survey, Habitat/Biodiversity Assessment etc.)
Please refer to attached short supporting statement and indicative layout plan

Please tick to confirm your agreement to the following statement: 

By completing this form I agree that Aberdeenshire Council can use the information provided in
this form for the purposes of identifying possible land for allocation in the next Local
Development Plan. I also agree that the information provided, other than contact details and
information that is deemed commercially sensitive (questions 1 to 3), can be made available to
the public.
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