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The indicative design and layout of the bid submission reflects the complements the
existing settlement. The area is well defined to the south with existing built
development, to the east, the public road and west by the landform and existing
planting. The proposed development will include a significant area of strategic
landscaping to the west including the creation of enhanced landscaped footpaths
linking with the existing settlement. The whole proposal will benefit from an
enhanced and carefully considered landscape scheme to the north, west and south
of the site. A Landscape Strategy will be developed in support of the detailed
proposal which would seek to integrate the new development into its landscape
setting by providing a landscape structure which reflects and enhances the patterns
of woodland planting which are characteristic of the local area. This will also create a
green infrastructure which in turn will generate additional amenity and ecological
benefits, for the site, and its wider landscape setting. The proposed comprehensive
landscape plan will benefit the settlement bringing a net improvement to the visual
setting of the village. In addition, the landscape strategy will allow the creation of a
walk around the village edge to the north and would assist in providing the next
stage of safe walking in links to the local primary school. The landscape strategy will
further include the creation of a welcoming entrance feature to Sauchen.
The proposed site has some planning history as it was considered as a possible site
for allocation at the time of the Main Issues Report in 2013. At that time the site was
not allocated in preference for other sites available adjacent to the settlement and
due to perceived concerns with regard to the visual impact of the proposal.
However, matters have now progressed with the previously allocated sites now
developed or anticipated to be developed imminently. It is submitted that at this time
it is important to support continued limited growth of Sauchen, as such a further
small allocation is appropriate. With regard to concerns with regard to the visual
impact of development at this location, it is submitted that the development can be
integrated into the existing landscape setting through a carefully considered
landscape strategy which would be lodged as part of any detailed proposal.
Any proposed development would support the community facilities, for example the
local primary school which has a falling school roll. Further, it is recognised that in
some areas developer contributions may be required to offset any impact.
In terms of flooding and drainage, Fairhursts Consulting Engineers have reviewed
the site and confirmed that the site is not liable to flooding. A water main is located
adjacent to the site in the public road. Finally, in terms of waste water, there may be
capacity in the existing Sauchen WWTP for around 30 units however capacity is not
reserved, as such a Growth Project would be necessary. Some of the proposed
development may have access to this existing available capacity, this will be
determined at the time of any application. Alternatively, and subject to the
agreement of Scottish Water, a temporary proprietary WWTW could be provided
until such time as capacity is available. This is an acceptable method of handling foul

drainage in situations such as presented at Sauchen, where sewers and public
sewage treatment is available but capacity upgrades are required.
It is submitted that within the Aberdeen Housing Market small to medium sized
allocations, such as that proposed, are crucial in providing housing choice,
supporting the small settlements and providing development opportunities which can
be developed quickly and easily without significant infrastructure costs.
As such we would submit that the proposed site represents a logical location for a
medium scaled residential development supporting Sauchen in the next local
development plan period. There are no constraints to the early delivery of the site
and therefore we would respectfully request the existing allocation is continued
within the Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2021.
If you require any further information in the consideration of the submitted bid please
do not hesitate to contact Karen Clark at Karen@sullerandclark.com or on 07930
566336.

Yours Faithfully
Suller& Clark.

GR017

19. Other information
Please provide any other information that you would like us to consider in support of your
proposed development (please include details of any up-to-date supporting studies that have been
undertaken and attach copies e.g. Transport Appraisal, Flood Risk Assessment, Drainage Impact
Assessment, Peat/Soil Survey, Habitat/Biodiversity Assessment etc.)
Please refer to attached short covering letter and indicative layout plan

Please tick to confirm your agreement to the following statement:



By completing this form I agree that Aberdeenshire Council can use the information provided in
this form for the purposes of identifying possible land for allocation in the next Local
Development Plan. I also agree that the information provided, other than contact details and
information that is deemed commercially sensitive (questions 1 to 3), can be made available to
the public.
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