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Introduction

1.1

Introduction
Aberdeenshire Council is undertaking a Development Planning and Management Transport Appraisal
(DPMTAG) assessment to support the preparation of its 2016 Local Development Plan (LDP).
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The outcome of this assessment has informed both the contents of the Proposed 2016 LDP, and the
Settlement Statements.
1.2

Requirement for DPMTAG and Guidance
DPMTAG1 was published by Transport Scotland in 2011. It provides guidance on Transport Appraisal to
inform the preparation of Development Plans. It is recommended that the appraisal should be undertaken at
an early stage of the development plan process, ideally prior to publication of the Main Issues Report, where
it can be most effective in helping to shape the spatial strategy and the way in which the spatial strategy will
be delivered.
Transport appraisal initially involves identification of transport problems and opportunities, development of
transport planning objectives and generation of a long-list of options, which are subject to a sifting exercise.
This stage is then followed by more detailed qualitative and quantitative appraisal. The Transport Appraisal
provides evidence which is fundamental to informing the emerging plan, and existing relevant evidence can
be used where appropriate to assist in minimising timescales and resources.
Scottish Planning Policy (SPP), which was updated in June 2014, outlines how nationally important land use
planning matters should be addressed across Scotland. It promotes consistency in the application of policy
across Scotland whilst allowing sufficient flexibility to reflect local circumstances. The requirement for
DPMTAG appraisal of proposed LDP allocations was re-affirmed in the recent update of SPP2 (paragraph
274):
"In preparing development plans, planning authorities are expected to appraise the impact of the spatial
strategy and its reasonable alternatives on the transport network, in line with Transport Scotland’s DPMTAG
guidance. This should include consideration of previously allocated sites, transport opportunities and
constraints, current capacity and committed improvements to the transport network. Planning authorities
should ensure that a transport appraisal is undertaken at a scale and level of detail proportionate to the
nature of the issues and proposals being considered, including funding requirements. Appraisals should be
carried out in time to inform the spatial strategy and the strategic environmental assessment. Where there
are potential issues for the strategic transport network, the appraisal should be discussed with Transport
Scotland at the earliest opportunity."

1
2

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/report/j184585-00.htm
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00453827.pdf
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1.3

4

Aberdeenshire 2016 LDP Process
The stages in the preparation of the 2016 Aberdeenshire LDP have been established in the Development
Plan Scheme, which was published in 20143. This document sets out Aberdeenshire Council’s programme
for the preparation of the LDP and associated Supplementary Guidance, and confirms the points at which
stakeholders and communities can become involved in the process. In summary:
The Main Issues Report (MIR) was published in October 2013.
Outcomes of the consultation on the MIR were reported to Aberdeenshire Council’s Area Committees
and Infrastructure Services Committee over the period 6 May 2014 to 3 July 2014.
Additional consultation on three policy topics and four sites was undertaken within a short addendum to
the MIR, from 8 August to 19 September 2014.
The Proposed LDP will be published early in 2015. Following consideration of any modifications to the
Proposed LDP, the plan will then be submitted for examination in December 2015. Thereafter, it is
anticipated that the plan and associated supplementary guidance will be adopted for use at the beginning
of 2017.
It is highlighted that the DPMTAG appraisal has been largely undertaken between September 2014 and
February 2015, following the consultation process of the MIR, but prior to finalisation of the proposed 2016
LDP. Accordingly, the outcomes from DPMTAG have influenced the finalisation of the Proposed 2016 LDP.
An addendum to this report sets out where and how the DPMTAG assessment has influenced the Proposed
2016 LDP.

1.4

Purpose of DPMTAG Appraisal
The majority of existing allocations are being carried over from the current 2012 LDP to the draft 2016 LDP.
Prior to inclusion in the 2012 LDP, each site had been assessed, and in some cases modelled, to assess
impact on the transport network. Indeed, alternative options for allocations along the A90 (South) were the
subject of one of the earliest DPMTAG appraisals undertaken, and the experience of this work went on to
inform subsequent guidance.
For the 2016 LDP, proposed additional allocations to the plan are limited in number. It is also noted that the
DPMTAG is being undertaken following the Main Issues Report.
Accordingly, this appraisal provides:
a) A review of the principal sites proposed for inclusion in the 2016 Local Development Plan;
b) Where appropriate, identification of alternative access strategies for each allocation, or confirmation of
the most likely arrangements based on available master-planning work etc;
c) Qualitative appraisal of the access arrangements for each option against Transport Planning Objectives,
Implementability Criteria, and Government Transport Appraisal criteria (Environment, Safety, Economy,
Integration, Social Inclusion and Accessibility); and
d) Recommendations for any amendments to proposals.

3

http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/plans_policies/DPS2014FINAL.pdf
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1.5

Scope of DPMTAG Appraisal

1.5.1

Geographic Focus
The geographic scope of the DPMTAG appraisal has taken into account the Strategic Growth Corridors
identified in the Strategic Development Plan (SDP) for Aberdeen City and Shire4, the trunk road and rail
corridors within Aberdeenshire, as well as other important settlements and route corridors within the area.

5

The 2016 LDP will promote a land use strategy that is consistent with the current 2012 LDP. Focus
continues to be placed on development within the Strategic Growth Corridors identified in the SDP, namely:
Aberdeen – Peterhead;
Aberdeen – Laurencekirk; and
Aberdeen – Huntly.
These corridors also correspond with the trunk road network and rail network in Aberdeenshire, as follows:
A90 (North) – Aberdeen to Peterhead and Fraserburgh via Ellon;
A90 (South) – Aberdeen to Laurencekirk via Stonehaven, onwards to Angus boundary;
A96 – Aberdeen to Huntly via Inverurie, onwards to Moray boundary;
Aberdeen to Edinburgh/Glasgow Rail Line – broadly follows the A90 (South) corridor, and includes
stations at Portlethen, Stonehaven and Laurencekirk; and
Aberdeen to Inverurie Rail Line – broadly follows the A96 corridor, and includes stations at Inverurie,
Insch and Huntly (plus a proposed station at Kintore).
However, a number of Aberdeenshire’s main settlement do not fall within either the Strategic Growth
Corridors, or the corridors defined by the trunk road / rail networks. These include
Westhill, on the western outskirts of Aberdeen, situated on the A944 linking Aberdeen, Alford and
Donside;
Banchory, situated on the A93 corridor linking Aberdeen to Deeside; and
A947 corridor, linking Newmachar, Oldmeldrum, Turriff and Banff.
1.5.2

Reference Case
The appraisal has been undertaken on the basis of comparing proposals for development and their
associated access options against a reference case of existing and consented developments. This
reference case has been defined as including:
All existing development;
All consented developments (including Planning Permission in Principle);

4

http://www.aberdeencityandshire-sdpa.gov.uk/News/2014/SDP_Published.asphttp://www.aberdeencityandshiresdpa.gov.uk/nmsruntime/saveasdialog.asp?lID=1111&sID=946
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All developments that have all transportation matters agreed in principle, but where the final consent may
be subject to finalisation of legal agreement; and
All committed transport interventions, such as the AWPR / Balmedie-Tipperty. This project consists of the
Stonehaven Fastlink, the Balmedie to Tipperty Dualling and the AWPR between A90 (South) at
Charleston and A90 (North) at Blackdog.,
All committed developments included within the Aberdeen City and Shire Strategic Transport Fund
(STF)5.
1.5.3

Development Allocations Tested Within in Appraisal
The DPMTAG appraisal considers all development allocations that meet either of the following key criteria:
Allocations identified in the 2013 Main Issues Report (or subsequently identified allocations), which have
been proposed to be taken forward to the 2016 LDP, and which have not been consented; or
Allocations identified in the current 2012 LDP that have not been consented, and not recommended for
re-allocation in the meantime.
Furthermore, only the most significant allocations have been considered, as per the following additional
criteria:
Allocations situated within the strategic growth corridors, or other identified major settlements, which are
considered to have potentially significant impact on the Trunk Road network, or the principal Road
Network within Aberdeenshire.
The appraisal does not consider speculative or windfall development proposals that are being promoted
outwith the context of the LDP.
In several instances, allocations have been included within the test case, which are associated with planning
applications and consents pending Section 75 agreements etc. These are sites where it is considered that
there is some risk that the pending or delegated planning consent may not progress to plan due to
deliverability challenges, local plan allocations are likely to remain in place, and where there is accordingly
some potential for significant impact on the strategic transport network. These include Cruden Bay (Site
EH1), Mains of Cairnrobin (BUS), and Edzell Woods (M1).

5

The STF forms non-statutory supplementary planning guidance adopted by the Strategic Development Planning Authority (SDPA) in 2012 and
provides a mechanism in which to address the cumulative impacts of new developments on the region’s transport network
http://www.nestrans.org.uk/db_docs/docs/SG_Strat_Transport_Fund_V3.pdf
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1.5.4

Definition of Strategic Transport Network
Figure 1.1 confirms the components of the Strategic Transport Network (STN) that form the basis for the
assessment.Figure 1.1 – DPMTAG Assessment: Strategic Transport Network

While the inclusion of the principal A roads in Aberdeenshire in defining the STN marks a variation from the
definition of the STN as defined in SPP6, this approach enables any settlements out with the trunk road
network (that are significant in the context of this DPMTAG assessment) to be appraised from a standard
baseline.
The initial stage of the appraisal focuses on determining the scope of the development allocations to be
included in the assessment, before assessing alternative access strategies to the settlement. This is
undertaken in the context of the problems/issues/opportunities/constraints associated with each settlement.
Table 1.1 below summarises the scope of the DPMTAG Appraisal.
Table 1.1 – DPMTAG Appraisal: Key Elements
DPMTAG Appraisal: Key Elements
DPMTAG Appraisal considers all developments proposed to be included in the 2016 LDP, or 2012
LDP that have not been consented, that are potentially significant in the context of the Strategic
Transport Network, as applicable to Aberdeenshire.
Reference case for the appraisal consists of consented developments, including those that have all
transportation matters agreed in principle, but where the final consent may be subject to finalisation
of legal agreement.
Interventions within the Strategic Transport Fund are assumed to form part of the reference case.

6

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00453827.pdf
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1.6

Structure of Report
The remainder of this report is structured as follows:
Chapter 2 – DPMTAG Assessment Approach;
Chapter 3 – Corridor Context Setting and Objective Setting;
Chapter 4 – A90 (North) Corridor: Settlement Assessments;
Chapter 5 – A90 (South) Corridor: Settlement Assessments;
Chapter 6 – A96 Corridor: Settlement Assessments;
Chapter 7 – A93, A944 and A947 Settlement Assessments;
Chapter 8 –Key Findings;
Appendix A – Transport Planning Objectives Scoring System;
Appendix B – High Level Appraisal Matrix; and
Appendix C – Review of Modelling Evidence

An accompanying addendum has been prepared to demonstrate how the key findings arising from the DPMTAG
assessment have fed through into the Proposed 2016 LDP.

8
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2

DPMTAG Assessment Approach

2.1

Introduction
This chapter sets out the approach to the DPMTAG assessment.

2.2

Scoping – Areas of Interest
The first task was to consider the scope of the appraisal, with respect to the geographic coverage of the
appraisal. This focussed on the Strategic Growth Corridors identified in the Strategic Development Plan,
and other important settlements elsewhere in Aberdeenshire.

10

As explained in Chapter 1, for this appraisal, the components of the Strategic Transport Network (STN)
included in the assessment are:
Trunk roads (the A90 and the A96);
Principal A roads in Aberdeenshire (including A947, A93 and A944); and
The Rail Network (which largely runs parallel with the A90 (South) and A96 Trunk Road Network in
Aberdeenshire).
2.3

Scoping – Developments of Interest
The reference case was confirmed following discussions with Transport Scotland, the planning authority,
and a review of the 2012 LDP, 2012 LDP Action Programme, and 2016 LDP Main Issues Report.
Following confirmation of the reference case, and the criteria for development proposals eligible for inclusion
in the DPMTAG appraisal, a scoping exercise was undertaken to identify all relevant development proposals
that should be considered within the appraisal. This was informed by an initial qualitative assessment of
likely impact based on size and location, as well as discussions with both Transport Scotland and officers of
Aberdeenshire Council.
Where appropriate, possible alternative access options have also been developed in order that these could
be tested within the appraisal.

2.4

Identification of Problems, Issues, Opportunities and Constraints
Key problems, issues, opportunities and constraints relating to the development allocations in each
settlement have been shaped by detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation and Policy teams.
They have also been supplemented by a review of the existing modelling evidence, available from town
centre models maintained by Aberdeenshire Council. These outcomes are detailed in Chapters 4-7, and
have supported the generation of Transport Planning Objectives, with modelling evidence presented in
Appendix C.

2.5

Transport Planning Objectives
Transport Planning Objectives (TPOs) for the DPMTAG assessment have been developed following review
of the detail of the LDP allocations for each settlement, as well as a thorough review of existing transport
problems and opportunities, STPR objectives, settlement objectives listed in the Main Issues Report / LDP
and policy expressed in Scottish Planning Policy. The TPOs were further refined by undertaking detailed
discussions with Council officers.

Proposed Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2016: DPMTAG Assessment Report

2.6
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Option Generation
For each settlement, the principal development allocations have been identified. In the instances where the
access arrangements have been developed through either a development framework or masterplan
process, this option has been tested.
For some settlements, alternative access arrangements have been proposed either by the developer, or
have been identified by officers of Aberdeenshire Council. In these instances, the DPMTAG appraisal has
provided the opportunity to examine the relative merits of these alternative options.
In some instances, the opportunities for alternative access arrangements are limited, in which case only one
option has been tested.
The outcomes from the appraisal have informed recommendations for each settlement relating to
development scale and content, as well as access arrangements.

2.7

Assessment Criteria

2.7.1

Scale of Impacts
This section sets out the DPMTAG assessment criteria. For each criterion, impacts of settlement options will
be assessed using the seven-point scale as set out in Transport Scotland’s Scottish Transport Appraisal
Guidance (STAG), as specified within Table 2.1 below.
Table 2.1 – STAG Guidance Seven-Point Scale
Impact

Description

Major Beneficial (+3)

These are benefits or positive impacts which, depending on the scale of
benefit or severity of impact, should be a principal consideration when
appraising an option.

Moderate Beneficial (+2)

The option is anticipated to have only a moderate benefit or positive
impact, and although they would not be taken in isolation, these scores
may be a key consideration in the overall appraisal of an option when
considered alongside other factors.

Minor Beneficial (+1)

The option is anticipated to have only a small benefit or positive impact.
Small benefits or impacts are those which are worth noting, but are not
likely to contribute materially to determining whether an option is taken
forward.

Neutral (0)

The option is anticipated to have no or negligible benefit or negative
impact.

Minor Negative (-1)

The option is anticipated to have only a small negative impact. Small
impacts are those which are worth noting, but are not likely to contribute
materially to determining whether an option is taken forward.

Moderate Negative (-2)

The option is anticipated to have only a moderate negative impact, and
although they would not be taken in isolation these scores may be a key
consideration in the overall appraisal of an option when considered
alongside other factors.

Major Negative (-3)

These are negative impacts which, depending on the severity of impact,
should be a principal consideration when appraising an option.

Proposed Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2016: DPMTAG Assessment Report

2.7.2
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Implementability Criteria
Settlement options will also be assessed on the grounds of their implementability, as described in the STAG
Guidance7, as noted below:
Table 2.2 – Implementability Criteria
Implementability Criteria

Description

Technical

Initial assessment of the feasibility of construction or implementation of a
proposal as well as any associated cost, timescale or deliverability risks.

Operational

An assessment of who would operate the proposal and any other issues
which may impact on its operation.

Affordability

An assessment of the scale of financial burden on the promoting authority
and other possible funding organisations, as well as associated risks.

Public Acceptability

An assessment of the likely public response to a proposal.

Technical and operational feasibility and public acceptability are assessed on the extent of risk (ranging from
low risk to very high risk). Affordabilty has taken account the anticipated cost of the access solution, with
respect to the anticipated availability of finance likely to be associated with the specific development being
considered. It has been scored as high risk (highly likely to be unaffordable), medium risk (some risk of
being unaffordable) and low risk (little risk of being unaffordable).
STAG Criteria
Table 2.3 sets out the characteristics of the STAG criteria.
Table 2.3 – STAG Criteria
STAG Criteria

Description

Environment

Highlights the particular qualities of the area, making reference to specially
designated sites within the study area and to known proposals for change.

Safety

Comprises two sub-criteria of accidents and security.

Economy

Comprises three sub-criteria of Transport Economic Efficiency, Wider
Economic Benefits and Economic Activity and Location Impacts.

Integration

Comprises three sub-criteria of Transport Integration, Transport and LandUse Integration and Policy Integration.

Accessibility and Social
Inclusion

Comprises two sub-criteria of Community Accessibility and Comparative
Accessibility.

All options will be subject to a high level assessment against the five STAG criteria. In line with STAG Part 1
principles, the assessment considers an overall impact on each criterion, rather than impacts on the
individual components described above. Impacts have been scored on a +3 to -3 qualitative basis.

7

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/report/j9760-05.htm
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2.8

Summary
In summary, this chapter has confirmed the approach to the DPMTAG assessment. The approach is based
on an objective-led appraisal framework provided by the STAG process, and ensures rationale in the
appraisal of the non-consented allocations in the Aberdeenshire LDP. The outcomes of the DPMTAG
assessment will be used to provide recommendations to the Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan
process and will inform the preparation of Settlement Statements.
Chapter 3 sets the context for the DPMTAG appraisal.

13

Corridor Context Setting and
Objective Setting
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3

Corridor Context Setting and Objective Setting

3.1

Introduction
This chapter sets the context for the DPMTAG appraisal. It outlines the principal strategic transport corridors
in Aberdeenshire and the strategic policy context that forms the basis for the appraisal. It then establishes
the transport planning objectives that have been set for the appraisal.

3.2

Transport Context
Three strategic transport corridors form the basis for the DPMTAG assessment. These are:
Aberdeen – Fraserburgh, A90 (North);
Aberdeen – Laurencekirk, A90 (South); and
Aberdeen – Huntly, A96.
In addition, allocations within Banchory (A93), Westhill (A944), Oldmeldrum, Turriff and Banff (each on
A947) will also be assessed.
Figure 3.1 – Corridor Overview

Proposed Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2016: DPMTAG Assessment Report
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A90 (North) Corridor
The A90 (North) corridor extends from Aberdeen to Ellon, Peterhead and Fraserburgh. The A90(T)
bypasses the towns of Ellon and Peterhead and terminates in Fraserburgh town centre. This road is
comprised of two sections of dual carriageway between Aberdeen and Balmedie, and between Tipperty and
Ellon. The middle section of the A90 between Ellon and Tipperty is programmed to be upgraded to dual
carriageway as part of the AWPR Balmedie-Tipperty project by 2018. The corridor is strategically important
for public transport with an inter-urban Park and Ride operating from Ellon, and frequent services linking
Aberdeen to Peterhead and Fraserburgh via the A90.
The section of the corridor between Aberdeen, Ellon and Peterhead forms the Strategic Growth Corridor, as
defined in the Strategic Development Plan.
The Energetica project, stretching between the North of Aberdeen, Ellon and Peterhead is an initiative that is
providing a stimulus for investment in the area. This area is being marketed as a world class development
corridor which offers unique investment and growth opportunities to energy, engineering and technology
organisations of all sizes8.
In addition to the Energetica project, since May 2013, Fraserburgh has been the focus of Aberdeenshire
Council’s regeneration strategy as the area identified most in need within the region9. One of the aims of the
agreed Action Plan is to increase the vitality of Fraserburgh and to attract more shoppers and visitors to the
town. This in turn has the potential to impact on the existing road network within and around the settlement.

3.2.2

A90 (South) Corridor
The A90 (South) corridor extends from Aberdeen to Portlethen, Newtonhill, Stonehaven and Laurencekirk,
with the dual carriageway A90(T) bypassing each of these settlements. The A90 (South) is a key public
transport corridor for inter-urban and long distance bus services. While no bus based Park and Ride
schemes currently operate along the corridor, there are proposals for a scheme to be implemented at the
Schoolhill site close to Portlethen.
Portlethen, Stonehaven and Laurencekirk are all located on the Aberdeen to Edinburgh/Glasgow rail line,
with Stonehaven regularly benefiting from at least two rail services per hour in each direction linking to
Aberdeen / Dundee / Edinburgh / Glasgow to the South.
Implementation of the AWPR will include the provision of the Stonehaven Fastlink, which will be expected to
alter traffic flows along the existing A90 (South) corridor between the Aberdeenshire towns and Aberdeen
City. The AWPR will also connect to the existing A90 at the Charleston Interchange, forming a continuous
link onto the A956 Wellington Road.
There is development pressure at the north end of this corridor, including at:
Chapelton (new town in development to the west of Newtonhill);
Schoolhill (Park and Ride and business park);
Expansion of Badentoy Industrial Area, Portlethen;
City Gateway Business Park; and
Loirston in Aberdeen City.

8
9

http://www.energetica.uk.com/about/?about
http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/support/aberdeenshire_regeneration.asp
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The Aberdeen City and Shire SDP notes that there is a need for diversification and growth in the economy
to meet local needs – with extensive development planned in the north end of the corridor, as noted above.
3.2.3

A96 Corridor
The A96 corridor extends from Aberdeen to Inverurie and Huntly. Between Aberdeen and Inverurie, the
A96(T) is a dual carriageway route, however, beyond Inverurie (and as far as Inverness), the road is
predominantly single carriageway. At the Inveramsay rail bridge north of Inverurie, flows are controlled by a
traffic signal system which restricts movements to one direction.
Inter-urban public transport services operate along the corridor, which is also well served by regular rail
services linking Aberdeen and Inverness at Inverurie, Insch and Huntly. In addition, Inverurie benefits from
rail services that are extended from Aberdeen, having originated in Edinburgh.
Transport Scotland is currently taking forward plans to dual the A96(T) with construction anticipated to be
completed by 2030. The southern end of the A96 will also benefit from improvements at the Haudagain
Roundabout (in Aberdeen City) where the A90(T) and A96(T) roads meet. These improvements will be
taken forward following the opening of the AWPR to traffic in 2018. Transport Scotland is also currently
progressing work to re-align the A96 to improve road geometry at Inveramsay Bridge. The project will
involve the construction of new road – including a new road overbridge – that will enable the A96 to be
routed over the rail line.10
Other proposed transport projects on the corridor include the provision of a Park and Ride site at Chapelbrae
on the outskirts of Aberdeen, a new double platform station at Kintore, and development of a transport
interchange at Inverurie Rail Station Network Rail is also progressing a programme of improvements on the
Aberdeen to Inverness rail line11 which will include redoubling of the track between Aberdeen and Inverurie
(delivering a 30 minute frequency service), and improved end-to-end journey times

3.2.4

A947 Corridor – Oldmeldrum, Turriff and Banff
The A947 corridor extends from Dyce to Banff, passing through the settlements of Newmachar, Oldmeldrum
and Turriff. The entirety of this road is single carriageway, with the route characterised by many bends, poor
visibility and frequent accesses. While accident rates on the route are lower than the national investigatory
level, the rate of fatal accidents is almost 50% higher. Aberdeenshire Council is currently taking forward a
Route Improvement Strategy for the route.
Public transport services operate along the corridor, many of which operate between Aberdeen City and the
principal settlements noted above. There is a rail station at Dyce (within Aberdeen City), but the rail network
does not extend northwards into Aberdeenshire along this corridor.
Other transport projects on the corridor include consideration of future development of mini park and ride
hubs at Newmachar, Oldmeldrum and Fyvie.

3.2.5

A93 Corridor – Banchory
Banchory is not located on the Trunk Road Network. The town is bisected by the single carriageway A93
road, which forms the principal route between Aberdeen and Braemar.
Public transport services operate regularly between Aberdeen and Banchory, although the town is not
served by the rail network.

10
11

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/project/a96-inveramsay-bridge
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/project/aberdeen-inverness-rail-improvements
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There are currently no proposed plans for the road network in the immediate vicinity of Banchory to be
significantly modified. Proposals for the future development of a mini Park and Ride hub to be developed for
the town are under consideration.
3.2.6

A944 Corridor – Westhill
Westhill is not located on the Trunk Road Network. The principal road link in the town is the A944, which
forms the main route to and from Aberdeen.
Public transport services operate regularly between Aberdeen City and Westhill, although the town is not
served by the rail network. Whilst there are currently no committed plans for roads within Westhill to be
significantly modified, the AWPR will be located in close proximity to the town by Kingswells in Aberdeen
City.
Westhill is the base for a number of key companies within the Oil and Gas sector, including, but not limited
to, companies within the subsea sector. There are two large business parks located within the settlement;
Westhilll Business Park and Arnhall Business Park, which has undergone rapid expansion in recent years.

3.3

Strategic Policy Context

3.3.1

SPP Trunk Road Policy
A number of key policy principles are established in SPP (paragraph 270), which have influenced the
development of Transport Planning Objectives for this appraisal, as follows:
Optimise the use of existing infrastructure;
Reduce the need to travel;
Provide safe and convenient opportunities for walking and cycling for both active travel and recreation,
and facilitate travel by public transport;
Facilitate freight movement by rail or water.
A key SPP policy which is significant within the context of the trunk road network relates to the construction
of new junctions, highlighting that the construction of new junctions onto the trunk road network must be
considered carefully, for the impact of new junctions has the potential to be significant (paragraph 278):
“While new junctions on trunk roads are not normally acceptable, the case for a new junction will be
considered where the planning authority considers that significant economic growth or regeneration benefits
can be demonstrated. New junctions will only be considered if they are designed in accordance with DMRB
and where there would be no adverse impact on road safety or operational performance”.12

3.3.2

STPR Objectives
The Strategic Transport Projects Review (STPR) sets out the Scottish Government’s 29 transport
investment priorities. The STPR identifies a series of corridors across Scotland, each of which has a set of
specific objectives. The strategic node/corridors of relevance to this DPMTAG appraisal are as follows:
Aberdeen (Strategic Node);
Corridor 4 – Aberdeen to Inverness;
Corridor 5 – Dundee to Aberdeen; and

12

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00453827.pdf
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Corridor 8 – Aberdeen to North East Scotland and Northern Isles.
Table 3.1 below provides an overview of STPR objectives for Aberdeen and Corridors 4, 5 and 8 that are
relevant to this appraisal.
Table 3.1 – STPR Objectives
Strategic Node/Corridor

3.3.3

Objectives linked to DPMTAG Appraisal

Aberdeen

To improve accessibility, primarily by public transport, to and between the
City Centre, Dyce, the airport and South East Aberdeen.
To promote continuing reduction in accident rates and severity rates
across the strategic transport network.
To promote journey time reductions, particularly by public transport,
between the Aberdeen and the Central Belt primarily to allow business to
achieve an effective working day when travelling between these centres.

Aberdeen to Inverness

To improve journey time and increase opportunities to travel, particularly
by public transport, between Aberdeen and Inverness.
To reduce the accident rate and severity rate to current national average.

Dundee to Aberdeen

To improve the public transport competitiveness between Aberdeen and
Dundee (and hence onwards to the Central Belt).
To contribute to reducing both overall emissions and emissions per
person kilometre through providing for alternatives to road freight
movement on the corridor.
To promote continuing reduction in accident rates and severity rates
across the strategic transport network.
To promote journey time reductions, particularly by public transport,
between the Central Belt and Aberdeen primarily to allow business to
achieve an effective working day when travelling between these centres.

Aberdeen to North East
Scotland and Northern
Isles

To promote continuing reduction in accident rates and severity rates
across the strategic transport network.

Nestrans Regional Transport Strategy
The Regional Transport Strategy (RTS) for North East Scotland was refreshed in 2013.
The vision for the strategy is “A transport system for the north east of Scotland which enables a more
economically competitive, sustainable and socially inclusive society.”13
The objectives of the strategy focus on Economy, Accessibility, Safety and Social Inclusion, Environment
and Spatial Planning. The RTS notes that although local roads improvements are not specifically included in
the RTS, in many cases these projects provide benefit to the strategic road network, contributing towards
strategic objectives. The RTS also highlights that improving road safety is a key objective of the strategy.

13

http://www.nestrans.org.uk/regional-transport-strategy-refresh.html
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Aberdeenshire Local Transport Strategy
The Local Transport Strategy (LTS) for Aberdeenshire seeks to align with the objectives set out in the RTS,
developing it to support the delivery of a range of wider strategic transport objectives and priorities as set out
in the RTS. The LTS objectives relate to:
Promoting Sustainable Economic Growth;
Promoting Social Inclusion and Accessibility;
Protecting the Environment;
Improving Safety; and
Improving Integration.
These objectives are further underpinned by three guiding principles, which aim to encourage businesses
and individuals to travel less, travel more actively and where vehicular travel is necessary, consider how
these journeys could be made more efficiently. These guiding principles are supported by further objectives,
which include making Travel Plans mainstream and ensuring that sustainable and active travel infrastructure
is incorporated into new developments at an early stage.

3.3.5

Aberdeen City and Shire Strategic Development Plan
The RTS and LTS have influenced the content of the Aberdeen City and Shire Strategic Development Plan
(SDP) published in March 2014. A consistent theme within the plan is the importance of transport networks,
which are targeted to be used efficiently, thus linking in well with the sustainable travel themes outlined in
the RTS and LTS, as well as the important role an efficient transport network plays in the economic vitality of
the region.
The SDP identifies four strategic growth areas which are the main focus for development in the area up to
2035. These are each centred on Aberdeen, and the main public transport routes. They aim to make
housing, employment and services highly accessible by public transport. Within Aberdeenshire, these
growth corridors extend between Aberdeen and Peterhead (A90 (North)), Aberdeen and Huntly (A96) and
Aberdeen and Laurencekirk (A90 (South)). Out with these growth areas, development is promoted within
local growth and diversification areas, which are forecast to provide a far lower total percentage of housing
and employment allocations.
In particular, the desire to increase walking, cycling and public transport use are stressed throughout the
plan, stating that the strategy focuses development in places where there are clear opportunities to
encourage people to use public transport. This is supported by one objective “To make sure that all new
developments contribute towards reducing the need to travel and encourage people to walk, cycle or use
public transport by making these attractive choices”.14

3.3.6

Local Development Plan Policies
The 2012 LDP outlines fourteen policies as follows:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

14

Business Development;
Town centres and retailing;
Development in the countryside;
Special types of rural land;
Housing land supply;
Affordable housing;
Other special housing needs;

http://www.aberdeencityandshire-sdpa.gov.uk/nmsruntime/saveasdialog.asp?lID=1111&sID=90
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8)
9)
10)
11)
12)
13)
14)
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Layout, siting and design of new development;
Developer contributions;
Enabling development;
Natural heritage;
Landscape conservation;
Protecting, improving and conserving the historic environment; and
Safeguarding of resources and areas of search.

Although many of the policy areas do not specifically focus on transport, several have the potential to impact
upon the transport network and thus are relevant within the context of this DPMTAG appraisal.
The overall strategy for land use has a clear focus on the Strategic Growth Areas, the major transport routes
between Aberdeen City and Peterhead to the north, Laurencekirk to the south and Huntly to the north-west.
It is anticipated that development will be mostly focused along these corridors, with the policies and
proposals outlined within the LDP concentrating development on certain locations on a scale that will allow
Aberdeenshire Council to provide major improvements to roads, schools and other infrastructure. It further
notes that policies limit development opportunities in rural areas.
As there is a focus on the Strategic Growth Areas within the LDP, the document is strongly linked to the
transport network, particularly the Trunk Road network. One aim within the LDP is ‘to make efficient use of
the transport network’, noting that proposals promote development that assists in developing a long-term
framework for the transport and communications network, indicating that the key message relating to
transport is one of importance and the need to have a long term vision.

3.4

Transport Planning Objectives
As noted in Chapter 2, Transport Planning Objectives (TPOs) for the DPMTAG assessment have been
developed following review of the detail of the LDP allocations for each settlement, as well as a review of
existing transport problems and opportunities, and wider policy objectives.
It is considered appropriate that the TPOs identified in Table 3.2 below are applicable across the DPMTAG
assessment, and thus provide a common base on which to appraise the transport options associated with
the LDP allocations. Impacts on individual settlement objectives (as presented within the Main Issues
Report) are facilitated by the first Transport Planning Objective (TPO1).
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Table 3.2 – DPMTAG TPOs
Ref

Transport Planning Objective

Rationale

TPO1

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables achievement of the LDP
settlement objectives.

Provides linkage between the DPMTAG
Assessment and the Aberdeenshire LDP.
Reduces potential for transport options to be
incompatible with aspirations for the
settlements.

TPO2

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the safe operation of the
Strategic Transport Network.

Ensures consideration of safety impacts of
transport options associated with new
developments.

TPO3

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient operation of the
Strategic Transport Network in the local vicinity of the
development.

Enables consideration of the impacts that the
form, capacity and location of access points
may have on the operation of the strategic
transport network.

TPO4

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient and effective use
of the wider Strategic Transport Network.

Ensures consideration of the wider STN,
making best use of available current or future
capacity

TPO5

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that improves opportunities for, and the
attractiveness of, sustainable transport options,
including public transport.

Supportive of SPP mode hierarchy.

TPO6

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables efficient and effective freight
movements.

Road is the principal means by which freight
to/from/within North East Scotland is
transported. Consideration of freight included
in SPP.

Appendix A provides additional detail of how the TPOs have been scored using the seven-point scale
outlined in Section 2.5.1.
3.5

Summary
In summary, three strategic transport corridors form the basis for the DPMTAG assessment; the A90 (North),
the A90 (South) and the A96. In addition, allocations within Banchory, Westhill, Oldmeldrum, Turriff and
Banff will also be assessed (as these settlements have potential to impact on the Aberdeenshire Strategic
Transport Network).
The DPMTAG assessment will be undertaken taking cognisance of key strategic planning and transport
policies, taking a pragmatic and proportional approach, based on available evidence.
Transport Planning Objectives applicable across the DPMTAG assessment have been developed to provide
a common base on which to appraise the transport options associated with the LDP allocations.
Chapter 4 sets out the settlement assessments for allocations on the A90 (North) Corridor.

A90 (North) Corridor: Settlement
Assessments
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4

A90 (North) Corridor: Settlement Assessments

4.1

Introduction
This chapter sets out the high level appraisal of the settlements identified on the A90 (North) Corridor. Focus
is placed on those allocations that are considered to have the greatest potential to impact on the STN.
Appendix B provides an overview of the assessment of the options for each settlement against the TPOs
and Implementability and STAG criteria.

4.2

Identification of Development Proposals for Appraisal
This section sets out an overview of non-consented LDP allocations for the principal settlements on the A90
(North) Corridor that form the basis for the DPMTAG assessment.
Figure 4.1 – Aberdeenshire LDP: Key Settlements, A90 (North) Corridor
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Table 4.1 - A90 (North) Corridor: Non-Consented LDP Allocations Recommended for Inclusion in
Proposed LDP, Following Consultation on MIR
A90 (North)
Ref
Settlement

LDP allocations

1

Fraserburgh

Site M1 (Kirktown) up to 600 houses and 4 ha of employment land.
Site H1 (Merryhillock) up to 590 houses.
Site E1 employment uses.
Site CC2 alternate commercial centre for large format stores.

2

Rathen

Site H1 up to 10 houses.
Site EH1 up to 6 houses.

Crimond

Site H1 up to 90 houses.
Site E1 employment uses.
Site EH1 up to 25 houses.
LDP states “a new link road to the south of the settlement with the
potential for a bus route will be required through sites H1 and E1”.

Peterhead

Site M1 (South Ugie) up to 1265 houses, community facilities and 4
ha of employment land.
Site H1 up to 250 houses.
Site H2 one house.
Site E1 employment uses.
Sites BUS 5,6,7 Safeguard for employment use.
Site CC1 alternate commercial centre for large format stores.
North Collielaw – Site R1 reserved for oil & gas related uses.

Cruden Bay

Site M1 up to 200 houses and 2 ha of employment land and
community facilities.
Site EH1 (Brickyards) up to 102 houses.
Site H1 up to 41 houses.

6

Ellon

Site M1 (Cromleybank) up to 980 houses, a new primary school
and employment land (2 ha).
Site H1 up to five houses.
Site E1 employment uses.
Site FM030proposed for employment land. Site FM081 proposed
for housing and community facilities.
Site SR1 strategic employment land (20 ha).

7

Balmedie

Site H1 up to 150 houses.
Site M1 employment opportunities (5 ha of employment land and 7
ha strategic reserve) and an additional 50 houses.

Blackdog

Site M1 up to 552 houses, new primary school and employment
land (4 ha of employment land and 7 ha strategic reserve). Park
and Ride provision also.

3

4

5

15

8

15

A further 48 houses are subject to a Section 75 agreement.
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4.3

Fraserburgh

4.3.1

Settlement Context
Situated 40 miles to the north of Aberdeen, Fraserburgh is the centre of Aberdeenshire Council’s Banff and
Buchan administrative area. It had a population of 13,140 in 201216 . The town is located at the northern
terminus of the A90 (North), which is the principal road link to the town from Aberdeen. This road is
comprised of two sections of dual carriageway between Aberdeen and Ellon, and is single carriageway
thereafter to Fraserburgh via Peterhead.
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The most direct route between Aberdeen and Fraserburgh is via the single carriageway A952. This is
accessed six miles north-east of Ellon via the A90 (North) Toll of Birness junction, re-joining the A90 (North)
at Cortes junction five miles south of Fraserburgh. A further principal road link in the area is the A98 along
the north Aberdeenshire coast connecting Fraserburgh with Banff and Moray beyond.
Fraserburgh is not served by the rail network but is a strategically important centre for bus routes. The town
has two bus interchange points; at Broad Street and Hanover Street Bus Station, with two mainline corridor
services connecting Fraserburgh to Aberdeen and further services connecting Fraserburgh to the local area.
As previously noted in this report, Fraserburgh is the focus of Aberdeenshire Council’s regeneration
strategy, identified most in need within the region. This is anticipated to increase investment within the town.
The most significant proposed sites in Fraserburgh within the 2013 Main Issues Report which have the
potential to impact on the STN are located to the west of the A90. These sites are listed below and all site
allocations for Fraserburgh are shown in Figure 4.2.
Site M1 consisting of 600 houses and 4ha of employment land.
Site H1 consisting of 590 houses, and E1 business use.
4.3.2

Current Status of Allocations
A masterplan17 has been submitted and approved for the H1 and E1 allocation (Merryhillock).
A masterplan18 has been submitted and approved for the M1 site (Kirkton).

16

http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/statistics/population/AberdeenshireSettlementsPopulation2012.pdf
https://aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/masterplans/banff.asp
18
As above.
17
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Figure 4.2 – Fraserburgh Allocations (source: 2012 LDP)
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4.3.3

Settlement Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints
Table 4.2 below sets out key problems/issues/opportunities/constraints relating to the development
allocations for Fraserburgh. These have been shaped by detailed discussions with the Council’s
Transportation and Policy teams.
Nestrans has recently commissioned (December 2014) a study of the corridor between Aberdeen,
Peterhead and Fraserburgh, considering future transport problems, opportunities and issues. This study is
anticipated to establish strategic growth forecasts for the A90 (North) corridor.
Table 4.2 – Problems/Opportunities/Issues/Constraints (Fraserburgh)
Comment
Problems

Fraserburgh identified as a regeneration priority area within council plans.

Opportunities

Opportunities for Public Transport penetration, particularly at Site M1.
Opportunity for access strategy to facilitate efficient links to the Harbour,
particularly at Site M1.
Key economic sectors are fish related, and offshore energy. Both require
convenient access to the harbour, and trunk road network.

Issues

It is considered that the local network has sufficient capacity to accommodate
proposed level of development, subject to further detailed junction assessments
being provided as part of Transport Assessments being submitted.
Initial assessments have been undertaken to support H1/E1 masterplan transport
assessment.

Constraints

Extent of road boundary / development land control at Kirkton will place a
constraint on the extent of modifications possible at this location.

28
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Settlement Option Generation
Options for Fraserburgh have been developed following review of the detail of the Aberdeenshire LDP
allocations for the settlement and detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation and Planning Policy
teams, and are set out in Table 4.3 below.
Table 4.3 – Fraserburgh: Option Generation
Option
Reference

Option

Comment

FR-01

Assuming junction
improvements (3
accesses) along Boothby
Road to facilitate H1
(Merryhillock)
development.
Fifth arm off A90 (North)
trunk road roundabout at
Kirkton, and fifth arm off
Boothby Road roundabout,
to facilitate M1.

Would require to be in accordance with DMRB and
demonstrate that there would be no adverse impact on
road safety or the operational performance of the trunk
road network.
Would also require demonstration of any significant
economic growth or regeneration benefits that could be
unlocked with this improvement.

FR-02

As per FR-01, but no
significant change to Trunk
Road roundabout.
Additional roundabout
created on local road
network adjacent to site, to
facilitate access to M1.

As per Option FR-01 but involves a new access off the
local road network negating consideration of issues
relating to a new trunk road access.
Possible requirement for some localised mitigation of
trunk road junctions.
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Option Appraisal

Table 4.4 – Fraserburgh Option Appraisal
FR-01

FR-02

TPOs
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables achievement of the LDP
settlement objectives, as follows:
Enhance settlement’s role as regional service
centre.
Provide housing choice within Regeneration
Priority Area.
Provide opportunity for employment and retail
within the Regeneration Priority Area.
Provide affordable housing for local need.
Sustain existing local services.
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the safe operation of the
Strategic Transport Network

2

-1

1

Both options contribute to LDP objectives for settlements. However, FR-01 provides a clearer gateway
site to the town for employment land. It is considered that this provides the opportunity for additional
economic value to be delivered, although this is dependent on the specific development proposals that
come forward. This is relevant in the context of Fraserburgh being a regeneration priority area.

0

Both options are considered to deliver a largely negligible impact on the safe operation of the STN,
subject to the satisfactory execution of local access arrangements. However, due to requirement for two
five arm roundabouts for Option FR-01, which have statistically poorer safety records, this has been
scored lower than Option FR-02.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient operation of
the Strategic Transport Network in the vicinity of the
development

-1

-1

Both options will contribute to increased local traffic movements along Boothby Road, and at the A90
(North) Kirkton Roundabout. Option FR-02 also introduces new access points on Boothby Road. It is
anticipated that this will cause a minor adverse impact on the operation of the STN in the vicinity of the
development, compared to the reference case. Future TAs for the site will need to set out the mitigation
required to offset this impact.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient and effective
use of the wider Strategic Transport Network

1

1

The options make use of available capacity on the STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that improves opportunities for, and the
attractiveness of, sustainable transport options,
including public transport.

1

-1

Option FR-01 provides the potential for a relatively direct PT routing from the A90 (North) via Site M1.
Option FR-02 is considered to be less attractive.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables efficient and effective freight
movements

1

-1

Option FR-01 provides the potential for a relatively direct freight routing to/from the A90 (North) and
Harbour for Site M1. Option FR-02 is considered to be less attractive, combining both residential and
industrial traffic.

Implementability
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FR-01

FR-02

Med
Risk

Low
Risk

Reconstruction of Kirkton roundabout (Option FR-01) is considered to incur higher cost than Option FR02, and its affordability will depend on whether sufficient additional economic value for the development
can be delivered with direct trunk road access.

Technical Feasibility

Med
Risk

Low
Risk

Reconstruction of Kirkton roundabout is considered to be more technically complex than other junction
improvements considered in Option FR-02, and at Site H1/E1. Any modifications to trunk road junctions
are subject to approval from Transport Scotland, in terms of design standards. Whilst minor at
gradeimprovements may be required to offset the impact of the site if major reconstruction were not taken
forward, it is considered that these would be feasible.

Operational Feasibility

Med
Risk

Low
Risk

Subject to correct execution, proposed junction improvements are considered to be low risk with respect
to operational performance. However, proposals for 5 arm roundabouts can increase safety risks.

Public Acceptability

Low
Risk

Low
Risk

It is considered that the proposed access strategies for each option are broadly acceptable to the wider
public.

Environment

0

0

No significant adverse impact currently anticipated from access arrangements.

Safety

-1

0

No significant adverse impact currently anticipated, subject to further detailed analysis to support planning
permission for Option FR-02. Introduction of 5 arm roundabout on trunk road network may lead to minor
adverse impact on safety.

Economy

2

1

Option FR-01 has potential for more positive economic impact due to the provision of trunk road access.
The realisation of this benefit is subject to the development proposals that are brought forward by the
developer for the site.

Integration

1

0

Better public transport penetration potential, and freight access for Option FR-01 relative to Option FR-02

Accessibility and Social Inclusion

1

0

Option FR-01 provides slightly preferred access to the town centre etc, arising from potential for improved
public transport access.

STAG Criteria
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Summary of Appraisal
FR-01: Assuming junction improvements (3 accesses) along Boothby Road to facilitate H1
(Merryhillock) development. Fifth arm off A90 (North) trunk road roundabout at Kirkton, and fifth arm
off Boothby Road roundabout, to facilitate M1
Scottish Planning Policy states that new junctions on trunk roads are not normally acceptable. However the
case for a new junction will be considered by Transport Scotland where the planning authority considers that
significant economic growth or regeneration benefits can be demonstrated, designed in accordance with
DMRB, and deliver no adverse impact on safety or operational performance. It is therefore possible that a
case may exist to construct a new arm on the existing trunk road junction, although the extent of potential
economic benefits associated with the provision of this infrastructure would require (as stated in Scottish
Planning Policy), further investigation..
Medium costs would be anticipated with the construction of a fifth arm off the trunk road junction, and this
option may be associated with increased safety and operational risks, due to the 5 arm junction design. To
date, no design or operational analysis has been developed for this proposal.
There is considered to be sufficient capacity on the wider network to accommodate the proposals at
Merryhillock and Kirkton.
It should also be considered that as the proposed site at Kirkton is for 600 houses, a new junction located on
the trunk road would provide opportunities to improve public transport links, with potentially improved
penetration and access into the new development for inter-urban services between Fraserburgh and
Aberdeen. Direct access to the trunk road may also be expected to provide efficient freight movements by
facilitating direct access onto the STN, as well as enabling better segregation between residential and
industrial/employment traffic. As the site is located at a gateway to the town, providing a direct access onto
the trunk road could benefit the marketability of the site.
Overall, the option benefits economic objectives, and accessibility objectives, however introduces potential
safety and operational risks for the trunk road network which would need to be mitigated through design.
The option also has higher affordability and technical feasibility risks.
FR-02: As per FR-01, but no significant change to Trunk Road roundabout. Additional roundabout
created on local road network adjacent to site, to facilitate access to M1.
As this option involves simpler junction modification for Site M1, it is lower cost than Option FR-01, and has
less implementability risk. It is considered that the access arrangements could be delivered to show no
adverse impact on the local road network in terms of safety and operational performance. This option could
have a minor negative impact on opportunities for sustainable transport options, particularly with respect to
improving penetration of inter-urban services between Fraserburgh and Aberdeen, as they would require a
more complex access arrangement and routeing through the site than under Option FR-01.
Furthermore, as these new junctions would be located off the trunk road network, efficient and effective
movement of freight would not necessarily be supported. The proposed access arrangements may
decrease the marketability of the proposed employment land allocation, and introduce less segregation
between residential and employment related traffic.
Any works to mitigate the impact of the site, were a new arm on the trunk road roundabout not be
progressed, are considered be feasible.
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Overall, this option has a lower implementability risk associated with it, but performs less strongly (compared
to Option FR-01) with respect to economy and accessibility objectives.
4.3.7

Outcome
Overall, taking access from the existing trunk road junction for the Kirkton site (Option FR-01) is considered
the strongest performing option against the Transport Planning Objectives, but the alternative of taking
access from the local road network (Option FR-02) is more affordable, and is associated with lower
operational risk.
The masterplan for the Kirkton site states:
“In terms of taking access to the employment land, the preferred option is to create a new 5-arm roundabout
at the A90 junction with Boothby Road. This new roundabout must be upgraded to accommodate the HGVs
that will likely be accessing the employment area. This new roundabout must also comply with Transport
Scotland’s design standards.
As part of the planning application process for the employment land there will be a requirement for the
developer to demonstrate to the satisfaction of Transport Scotland that:
a) all alternative options for accessing the site from the local road network have been explored and are
deemed to be relatively undesirable and that the new roundabout is the optimum solution; and
b) the new 5-arm roundabout is technically feasible and complies with Transport Scotland’s design
standards.
Should the new roundabout at the junction between the A90 and Boothby Road not be pursued then an
alternative point of access must be established from the local road network.
Irrespective of the chosen access arrangement for the employment land, there will also need to be an
emergency access out from the employment area to avoid the road becoming blocked if a HGV were to
shed its load for example.”
The DPMTAG appraisal finds that whilst the trunk road access option performs stronger against Transport
Planning Objectives, the local road network access option should form the basis for the site’s access
arrangement, unless or until the developer of the Kirkton site is able to fulfil the conditions stated in the
masterplan for the trunk road junction, as stated above. The TA for the Kirkton Site will demonstrate
whether any small scale modifications to the trunk road junction are required.
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4.4

Rathen

4.4.1

Settlement Context
Situated four miles south of Fraserburgh, the village of Rathen is situated on the east side of the A90
(North), which is the principal road link to the village from Aberdeen and Fraserburgh. The village is
accessed via an at grade crossroads.
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The most direct route between Aberdeen and Rathen is via the single carriageway A952 (accessed six miles
north-east of Ellon via the A90 Toll of Birness junction).
Rathen is not served by the rail network, and has limited bus services.
There are two proposed sites within Rathen which have the potential to impact on the safe operation of the
STN. Although small allocations of 10 houses (Site H1) and 6 houses (Site EH1), they may affect the STN
given their close proximity to the A90 (North). All site allocations for Rathen are shown in Figure 4.3.
Figure 4.3 – Rathen Allocations (source: 2012 LDP)

4.4.2

Current Status of Allocations
An application was received for the site for 6 houses at site H1 during 2014, but was subsequently
withdrawn.

4.4.3

Settlement Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints
Table 4.5 below sets out key problems/issues/opportunities/constraints relating to the development
allocations for Rathen. These have been shaped by detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation
and Policy teams.
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Table 4.5 – Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints (Rathen)
Comment

4.4.4

Problems

Road safety risk is increased due to requirement to take access to village at
grade crossroads.
Recent fatal incident near junction in 2014.
Two serious injury incidents at junction in 2008 and 2010; two slight injury
incidents at junction in 2011 and 2012.

Opportunities

Growth of settlement would support delivery of settlement objectives for
Rathen.

Issues

Small settlement adjacent to trunk road (A90), which is the principal route
between Aberdeen and Peterhead (and Fraserburgh). ATC Counter north of
Rathen has average daily flow of >7,000 vehicles.19

Constraints

Requires trunk road access.

Settlement Option Generation
Options for Rathen have been developed following review of the detail of the Aberdeenshire LDP allocations
for the settlement and detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation and Planning Policy teams, and
are set out in Table 4.6 below. Previously, an application for 6 houses was made for site H1 at Rathen, but
was subsequently withdrawn. However, as part of consultation on this application, Transport Scotland’s
Trunk Road Management Agent formally noted that they were not minded to object to the application.
Table 4.6 – Rathen: Option Generation
Option
Reference
RA-01

RA-02

19

Option

Comment

Assuming Sites H1 and EH1
and the existing trunk road
junction.

Assumes Sites H1 and EH1 are delivered with
existing trunk road junction in place.

Assuming Sites H1 and EH1
and an improved trunk road
junction.

Would require to be in accordance with DMRB
and demonstrate that there would be no
adverse impact on road safety or the
operational performance of the trunk road
network.

Transport Scotland traffic count map application: http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/map-application
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Option Appraisal

Table 4.7 – Rathen Option Appraisal
RA-01

RA-02

2

2

Both options contribute to LDP settlement objectives, providing housing choice within the settlement,
helping to sustain local services.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the safe operation of the
Strategic Transport Network

-3

1

Option RA-01 has the potential for major adverse impact on the safety of the trunk road network, due to
increased use of the existing at grade junction. Improvements to the junction, as proposed in Option RA02 would be designed to improve the safety of the existing junction.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient operation of
the Strategic Transport Network in the vicinity of the
development

0

0

Both options are considered to deliver a negligible impact on the efficient operation of the STN in the
vicinity of the development.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient and effective
use of the wider Strategic Transport Network

0

0

Both options are considered to deliver a negligible impact on facilitating the efficient and effective use of
the wider STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that improves opportunities for, and the
attractiveness of, sustainable transport options,
including public transport.

0

0

Both options are considered to deliver a negligible impact on improving opportunities for sustainable
transport options (including public transport) and the attractiveness of these options.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables efficient and effective freight
movements

0

0

Both options are considered to deliver a negligible impact on enabling efficient and effective freight
movements.

Affordability

Low
Risk

High
Risk

Low costs would be associated with retention of the existing trunk road junction, but high costs would be
associated with an improved trunk road junction at Rathen.

Technical Feasibility

Low
Risk

Med
Risk

No significant technical feasibility issues are identified for Option RA-01. However in the case of Option
RA-02, any modification to the trunk road junction is subject to approval from Transport Scotland and
would require land that would not necessarily be in the control of the developer.

TPOs
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables achievement of the LDP
settlement objectives, as follows:
Provide housing choice within the Regeneration
Priority Area, whilst protecting the character of
the settlement.
Sustain existing local services.

Implementability
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RA-01

RA-02

Operational Feasibility

Med
Risk

Low
Risk

Medium risk would be anticipated if Sites H1 and EH1 were delivered assuming the existing trunk road
junction due to adverse safety impacts. Subject to correct execution, junction improvement associated
with Option RA-02 is considered to be low risk with respect to operational performance.

Public Acceptability

Low
Risk

Low
Risk

It is considered that the proposed access strategies for each option would be broadly acceptable to the
wider public.

Environment

0

0

No significant adverse impact currently anticipated from access arrangements.

Safety

-3

1

Major potential negative impact associated with Option RA-01, which assumes the existing trunk road
junction. Minor beneficial impact of improved trunk road junction (Option RA-02).

Economy

0

0

No significant impacts on economy currently anticipated.

Integration

0

0

No significant impacts on integration currently anticipated.

Accessibility and Social Inclusion

0

0

No significant impacts on accessibility and social inclusion currently anticipated.

STAG Criteria
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Summary of Appraisal
RA-01: Assuming Sites H1 and EH1 and the existing trunk road junction
Option RA-01 assumes that the allocations are developed using the existing roads infrastructure.
The key issue relates to whether an intensification of use of this junction arising from the housing allocations
would result in a detrimental impact on road safety on the trunk road. Local authority roads officers have
expressed concern about the allocation in this location due to potential impact on road safety.
Consequently, although only involving the provision of 10 houses (Site H1) and 6 houses (Site EH1), the
allocations are assessed as having a potential adverse impact on trunk road safety.
Overall impacts on the STAG criteria are likely to be negligible, with the exception of safety, on which Option
RA-01 is considered to have a potentially major negative impact.
RA-02: Assuming Site H1 and an improved trunk road junction
Option RA-02 assumes the development of an improved trunk road junction. On this basis, it would be
expected to perform better against the Transport Planning Objectives relative to Option RA-01.
However, it is anticipated that although this option may reduce safety risks (relative to Option RA-01), it
would incur high costs, and it is questionable whether an improved trunk road junction would be justifiable or
deliverable for a development of this size (16 houses).

4.4.7

Outcome
Overall, the provision of an improved trunk junction (Option RA-02) is the strongest performing option
against the Transport Planning Objectives, however it is considered undeliverable for the scale of the
development being proposed. There is also concern regarding use of the existing trunk road junction
(Option RA-01) in terms of road safety impact on the trunk road network.
On the basis of the DPMTAG appraisal, and the application history of the site, it is recommended the current
proposals for Sites H1 and EH1 are reviewed with respect the 2016 LDP. It is noted that on the basis of
recent planning history a reduction in the size of the development may be an appropriate consideration.
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Crimond

4.5.1

Settlement Context
The village of Crimond is situated between Fraserburgh and Peterhead on the A90 (North). It had a
population of 860 in 201220. The A90 (North) through Crimond, and between Peterhead and Fraserburgh is
single carriageway standard, with a 40mph speed limit applying through the village of Crimond.
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Crimond is not served by the rail network, although it is served by regular bus services operating between
Aberdeen, Peterhead and Fraserburgh.
The main sites of interest in Crimond within the 2016 LDP Main Issues Report which have the potential to
impact on the STN are located to the south of the A90. These are Sites H1 and E1, due to their requirement
for either new trunk road access and the requirement to form satisfactory accesses onto the adjoining local
road network. Site EH1 (25 houses) is carried over from the previous plan, and would be accessed from
adjoining local road network. This site is not considered significant in relation to its impact on the STN.
Figure 4.4 – Crimond Allocations (source: 2012 LDP)

4.5.2

Current Status of Allocations
There has been no recent progression with any of the development allocations.

4.5.3

Settlement Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints
Table 4.8 below sets out key problems/issues/opportunities/constraints relating to the development
allocations for Crimond. These have been shaped by detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation
and Policy teams.

20

http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/statistics/population/AberdeenshireSettlementsPopulation2012.pdf
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Table 4.8 – Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints (Crimond)
Comment

4.5.4

Problems

Safety and operational issues on the trunk road network could result from
development allocations at sites accessed directly from the A90.
Current road layout within Crimond does not provide for separate right turn
lanes.

Opportunities

Current LDP highlights opportunity to link Sites H1 and E1 by public transport,
although this would require formation of a link road between the two sites.
Public transport currently routes along A90.
Site EH1 can be progressed from existing access to Local Road Network.

Issues

90 houses (Site H1) would require 2 points of access, although one of these
could be an emergency point of access.
Desirability of separate accesses for residential and employment allocations.

Constraints

Transport Scotland policy does not prefer new junctions onto the trunk road
network.

Settlement Option Generation
Options for Crimond have been developed following review of the detail of the Aberdeenshire LDP
allocations for the settlement and detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation and Planning Policy
teams, and are set out in Table 4.9 below.

Table 4.9 – Crimond: Option Generation
Option
Reference

CR-01

CR-02

Option

Comment

Assuming Sites E1 and H1
accessed with new trunk road
junctions for each proposed
development.

Would require to be in accordance with DMRB and
demonstrate that there would be no adverse impact on
road safety or the operational performance of the trunk
road network.
Would also require demonstration of any significant
economic growth or regeneration benefits that could be
unlocked with this improvement.
In this option, Site H1 would still require an emergency
access from the adjacent residential area if only a single
point of access provided to the trunk road.

Assuming Sites E1 and H1
accessed from existing access
points to trunk road network.

Site H1 would require 2 points of access, but both
formed from adjoining local road network.
Possibility of E1 being access from adjacent Reisk Croft
access, subject to landowner negotiations. Single point
of access may limit extent of employment allocation.
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Option Appraisal

Table 4.10 – Crimond Option Appraisal

CR-01

CR-02

2

2

Both options contribute to LDP objectives for the settlement by providing a clear point of access to
housing and employment sites.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the safe operation of the
Strategic Transport Network

-1

0

Option CR-01 is considered to have a minor negative impact on the safe operation of the STN as it
involves forming new priority junctions onto the Trunk Road. Option CR-02 is considered to have
negligible impact on the safe operation of the STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient operation of
the Strategic Transport Network in the vicinity of the
development

-2

0

As Option CR-01 involves the creation of two new junctions onto the Trunk Road, it is likely to negatively
impact on the efficient operation of the STN. However, as Option CR-02 assumes access from existing
access points, efficient operation of the STN is maintained.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient and effective
use of the wider Strategic Transport Network

0

0

Both options are considered to deliver a negligible impact on the efficient and effective use of the wider
STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that improves opportunities for, and the
attractiveness of, sustainable transport options,
including public transport.

0

0

Both options are considered to deliver a negligible impact on improving opportunities for sustainable
transport options and the attractiveness of these options.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables efficient and effective freight
movements

0

0

Both options are considered to deliver a negligible impact on enabling the efficient and effective
movement of freight.

TPOs
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables achievement of the LDP
settlement objectives, as follows:
Provide housing choice within the Regeneration
Priority Area.
Provide opportunity for employment within the
Regeneration Priority Area.
Sustain existing local services.
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Implementability

Affordability

Med
Risk

Med to
High
Risk

It is anticipated Option CR-01 would incur medium costs as a result of the construction of two new
junctions onto the trunk road. Despite no new trunk road junctions, Option CR-02 is also anticipated to
incur medium to high costs due to the necessity to purchase land required to form rights of access to the
proposed developments.

Technical Feasibility

Med
Risk

Med to
High
Risk

Providing a secondary point of access for Option CR-01 is anticipated to have technical challenges, as is
the implementation of Option CR-02 in terms of securing accesses to adjoining road networks. Any
modifications to trunk road junctions are subject to approval from Transport Scotland.

Operational Feasibility

Low
Risk

Low
Risk

Subject to correct execution, all junction improvements are considered to be low risk with respect to
operational performance.

Public Acceptability

Low
Risk

Low
Risk

It is considered that proposed access strategies for both options are broadly acceptable to the wider
public.

Environment

0

0

No significant adverse environmental impact is currently anticipated from access arrangements.

Safety

-1

0

Minor negative impact for Option CR-01.

Economy

0

0

No significant impacts on economy currently anticipated.

Integration

-1

0

Minor negative impact on integration (policy) for Option CR-01 relative to Option CR-02.

Accessibility and Social Inclusion

0

0

No significant impacts on accessibility and social inclusion currently anticipated.

STAG Criteria
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.Summary of Appraisal
CR-01: Assuming Sites E1 and H1 with new trunk road junctions for each proposed development
Scottish Planning Policy states that while new junctions on trunk roads are not normally acceptable, the case
for a new junction will be considered by Transport Scotland where the planning authority considers that
significant economic growth or regeneration benefits can be demonstrated. However, the scale of
development proposed is considered unlikely to deliver significant economic growth or regeneration benefits.
Medium costs would be anticipated with the construction of new trunk road junctions (one each at Sites E1
and H1). Site H1 would have to provide a secondary access point, probably via the adjacent housing area.
A gap site on the adjacent local road network (The Corse) has been identified from aerial photography, as
has a potential connection through to Anvil Place. However, there would be a risk associated with gaining
access rights across this land which currently forms existing plots.
The safe and efficient operation of the STN may be negatively affected with the creation of new junctions
onto the trunk road since additional traffic from the housing site could increase the flow of traffic on the
network, and delay traffic through Crimond. The proximity of other junctions on this section of the main A90
route through Crimond may have safety implications, particularly with regard to right turn movements.
However, it is noted that the speed limit is 40mph within the village, and the main street is lit. For Site H1
sufficient spacing between priority road junctions are likely to be maintained (300m). For Site E1 150m
spacing can be provided between accesses, this would most likely require extension of the 40mph speed
limit eastwards.
New junctions may provide future opportunities to improve public transport links, with potentially improved
penetration into the new development for services between Crimond, Aberdeen and Peterhead/Fraserburgh
possible if a link road (suitable for public transport vehicles) was provided between sites from the possible
future build out of development in Crimond. However, this would be a long-term aspiration.
Overall, the option would be in contravention of existing SPP policy, and would have medium
implementability risks.
CR-02: Assuming Sites E1 and H1 accessed from existing access points to trunk road network
Whilst this option is based on utilisation of existing accesses onto the trunk road, there will be
implementability issues related to securing two separate accesses for the new housing development from
the adjoining roads network. In the case of Site H1, this would require the formation of two points of access
into the adjoining cul-de-sac developments, requiring land acquisition and formation of access. Suitable
locations have been located using aerial photography, but the acquisition of necessary access rights will be
associated with a medium to high deliverability risk.
For Site E1, there may be opportunity to secure new access for the site from the existing access developed
for Reisk Croft development, subject to developer agreements. Again, this is associated with a medium to
high implementability risk.

4.5.7

Outcome
Both options identified for Crimond related to sites E1 and H1 are considered to be problematic. The
construction of new Trunk Road accesses for developments of the scale proposed is in contravention of
SPP policy, and is associated with potential adverse operational impacts on the Trunk Road. There is also
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medium to high implementability risk, due to the requirement to provide secondary access arrangements
through land not understood to be in the control of the developer.
The use of the existing trunk road access, with accesses to the new housing areas taken through adjacent
cul-de-sacs / developments, will have less adverse impact on the Trunk Road, but is again associated with
medium to high implementability risk.
On transport impact considerations alone, the option of provide access through existing trunk road junctions
(Option CR-02) would be deemed preferable. However, on the understanding that this option has a medium
to high risk of being undeliverable due to requirements to form accesses through existing development, it is
suggested that the inclusion of Sites H1 and E1 within the 2016 LDP be reviewed, and considered for
removal.
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Peterhead

4.6.1

Settlement Context
Situated 32 miles to the north of Aberdeen, Peterhead is the centre for Aberdeenshire Council’s Buchan
administrative area. The settlement is the largest in Aberdeenshire, with a population of 18,450 in 201221
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The town is located on the A90 (North), which is the principal road link to the town from Aberdeen. This road
is comprised of two sections of dual carriageway between Aberdeen and Ellon, and is single carriageway
thereafter to Peterhead. The A90 (North) forms a bypass around the western edge of Peterhead, and
continues north of Peterhead to form a connection with Fraserburgh.
Another principal road link serving the area is the A950, linking Peterhead with Longside, Mintlaw and New
Pitsligo.
Peterhead is not served by the rail network but is a strategically important centre for bus routes. The town
has three bus interchange points, which are located at Back Street, Chapel Street and Windmill Street.
There are five mainline corridor services operating in the town as well as many services connecting
Peterhead to the local area.
The most significant proposed sites in Peterhead within the 2013 Main Issues Report which have the
potential to impact on the STN are listed below. All site allocations for Peterhead are shown in Figure 4.5.
Site M1 consisting of 1235 houses and 4ha of employment land located to the west of the A90.
Site H1 consisting of 250 houses located to the east of the A90.
4.6.2

21

Current Status of Allocations
At the time of the transport appraisal, a development framework22 for Site M1, and a masterplan23 for Site
H1 had been agreed.

http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/statistics/population/AberdeenshireSettlementsPopulation2012.pdf
https://aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/masterplans/buchan.asp
23
As above.
22
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Settlement Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints
Table 4.11 below sets out key problems/issues/opportunities/constraints relating to the development
allocations for Peterhead. These have been shaped by detailed discussions with the Council’s
Transportation and Policy teams.
Appendix C contains a review of recent traffic modelling undertaken in Peterhead. Whilst the base model for
Peterhead was updated in 2013, no future year testing has been undertaken. The base model shows some
queuing at A950/Meethill Road roundabout with the town centre, and at A90/A982 roundabout at the south
of the town. It is considered that if required, options for mitigation would be available at these two junctions.
Nestrans has recently commissioned (December 2014) a study of the corridor between Aberdeen,
Peterhead and Fraserburgh, considering future transport problems, opportunities and issues. This study is
anticipated to establish strategic growth forecasts for the A90 (North) corridor.
Table 4.11 – Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints (Peterhead)
Comment

Problems

Pedestrian and cyclist connectivity between Site M1 and the rest of Peterhead on the
opposite side of the A90.
For Site M1, no agreement currently made regarding pedestrian connectivity across
the A90(T) at the north end of the site.

Opportunities

Opportunities for Public Transport penetration and the integration of services
operating within the town.
Opportunities to improve connectivity across and along the Formartine & Buchan
Way. This provides opportunities for a sustainable corridor linking new development
to key destinations within Peterhead.
Linkages to existing network for paths and cycleways in Peterhead.

Issues

Mitigation is anticipated to be required to accommodate additional traffic generated
by the new development. This will be subject to detailed junction assessments
submitted as part of transport assessment for Site M1.

Constraints

Constraints will be imposed by the extent of the roads boundary, and land in control
of the developer, with respect to any modifications required to existing junctions.
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Settlement Option Generation
Options for Peterhead have been developed following review of the detail of the Aberdeenshire LDP
allocations for the settlement and detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation and Planning Policy
teams, and are set out in Table 4.12 below.

Table 4.12 – Peterhead: Option Generation
Option
Reference

PH-01

Option
Assuming Sites M1
and H1, with
associated
improvements to
existing junctions
on trunk road
network, and grade
separated
crossings of A90
for pedestrians and
cyclists at Site M1.

Comment

For traffic, at-grade improvements to existing junctions
are required in order to achieve no adverse impact on
operation of the trunk road network.
At Site M1, there is a need to facilitate safe, grade
separated crossings for Pedestrians and Cyclists
across the A90 between site M1 and rest of
Peterhead.
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Option Appraisal

Table 4.13 – Peterhead Option Appraisal
PH-01
TPOs
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables achievement of the LDP
settlement objectives, as follows:
Enhance settlement’s role as regional service
centre.
Meet the need for new housing in the Strategic
Growth Area and Regeneration Priority Area.
Provide opportunity for employment and retail
within the Strategic Growth Area and
Regeneration Priority Area.
Provide affordable housing within the Strategic
Growth Area and the Energetica project area..

2

Option PH-01 contributes to the achievement of LDP settlement objectives by enabling access to housing
and employment allocations within the Strategic Growth Area of Aberdeenshire.

0

Option PH-01 is considered to deliver a negligible impact on the safe operation of the STN, subject to the
satisfactory execution of local access arrangements. This is dependent upon the provision of safe, grade
separated crossings of the A90 between Site M1 and the rest of Peterhead for pedestrians and cyclists.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient operation of
the Strategic Transport Network in the vicinity of the
development

0

Option PH-01 is considered to deliver negligible impacts on the efficient operation of the STN in the
vicinity of developments, subject to the satisfactory implementation of local junction mitigation measures.
This is dependent upon the provision of safe, grade separated crossings of the A90 between Site M1 and
the rest of Peterhead for pedestrians and cyclists.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient and effective
use of the wider Strategic Transport Network

1

Option PH-01 makes use of available capacity on the STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that improves opportunities for, and the
attractiveness of, sustainable transport options,
including public transport.

1

Option PH-01 provides the potential for a relatively direct public transport route from the A90 (North) into
Site M1. For walking and cycling, this is dependent upon the provision of safe, grade separated crossings
of the A90 between Site M1 and the rest of Peterhead.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables efficient and effective freight
movements

1

Option PH-01 provides the potential for a relatively direct freight route to/from the A90 (North).

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the safe operation of the
Strategic Transport Network
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Implementability

Affordability

Low
Risk

It is considered that medium costs would be associated with implementing the access arrangements for
Option PH-01. Relative to the size of development proposals for Site M1, these would generally be
considered to be affordable. This assessment includes consideration of safe, grade separated crossings
of the A90 between Site M1 and the rest of Peterhead for pedestrians and cyclists.

Technical Feasibility

Low
Risk

It is considered Option PH-01 would not be technically difficult to deliver, as developer has land
ownership control at the key access junctions which would require upgrading. The provision of safe,
grade separated crossings of the A90 between Site M1 and the rest of Peterhead for pedestrians and
cyclists is considered to be technically feasible.

Operational Feasibility

Low
Risk

Subject to correct execution, it is considered that the anticipated junction improvements would be low risk
with respect to operational performance. The provision of safe, grade separated crossings of the A90
between Site M1 and the rest of Peterhead for pedestrians and cyclists is considered to be operationally
feasible.

Low
Risk

It is considered that the proposed access strategy associated with this option is broadly acceptable to the
wider public, provided safe and effective pedestrian/cyclist access can be provided across the A90(T) for
Site M1. However, it would be publically unacceptable if the provision of safe, grade separated crossings
of the A90 between Site M1 and the rest of Peterhead for pedestrians and cyclists were not included in
the proposals for Site M1.

Public Acceptability

STAG Criteria
Environment

0

No significant adverse environmental impact is currently anticipated from access arrangements.

Safety

0

No significant adverse impact on safety is currently anticipated from access arrangements, assuming the
provision of safe, grade separated crossings of the A90 between Site M1 and the rest of Peterhead for
pedestrians and cyclists

Economy

1

Minor beneficial impact on economy associated with Option PH-01.

Integration

1

Minor beneficial impact on integration associated with Option PH-01, assuming the provision of safe,
grade separated crossings of the A90 between Site M1 and the rest of Peterhead for pedestrians and
cyclists

Accessibility and Social Inclusion

1

Minor beneficial impact on accessibility and social inclusion associated with Option PH-01 as a result of
potential for improved public transport access, although this is dependent on safe, grade separated
crossings of the A90 between Site M1 and the rest of Peterhead.
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Summary of Appraisal
PH-01: Assuming Sites M1 and H1 with associated improvements to existing junctions on trunk road
network and grade separated crossings of A90 for pedestrians and cyclists at Site M1.
Overall, this option performs reasonably well against the Transport Planning Objectives. It is a requirement
that safe, grade separated pedestrian and cycle linkages across the A90 (North) from Site M1are delivered.
The access strategy requirements are considered to be affordable and implementable. Overall impacts on
the STAG criteria are likely to be negligible, assuming safe and grade separated pedestrian and cycle
linkages between Site M1 and the rest of Peterhead can be provided.

4.6.7

Outcome
Overall, no significant issues at Peterhead are anticipated, assuming safe and grade separated pedestrian
and cycle crossings between Site M1 and the rest of Peterhead are provided. The access proposals for the
development allocations would provide some support in the promotion of the LDP objectives for Peterhead.
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Cruden Bay

4.7.1

Settlement Context
The village of Cruden Bay is situated 8 miles to the south of Peterhead on the single carriageway A975. It
had a population of 1,670 in 201224. The A90 is located one mile to the west and is accessible either by a
choice of two unclassified roads, or by continuing on the A975 until its junction with the A90 south of
Foveran (for southbound traffic accessing Aberdeen).
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Cruden Bay is not served by the rail network, although it is served by regular bus services between
Aberdeen and Peterhead.
The most significant proposed sites in Cruden Bay within the 2016 LDP Main Issues Report which have the
potential to impact on the STN are listed below. All site allocations for Cruden Bay are shown in Figure 4.6.
Site M1 consisting of up to 200 houses and 2ha of employment land and community facilities to the north
west of the settlement.
Site EH1 consisting of up to 102 houses located to the north east of the settlement.
Figure 4.6 – Cruden Bay Allocations (source: 2012 LDP)

4.7.2

24

Current Status of Allocations
At the time of writing the appraisal (December 2014), it is understood that the developer of Site M1 is
preparing the masterplan for the site.

http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/statistics/population/AberdeenshireSettlementsPopulation2012.pdf
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For Site EH1, planning approval is pending subject to a Section 75 agreement (APP/2011/036025) for 216
houses. This is also subject to several conditions relating to access arrangements including:
Widening, Passing Places, Speed Limit extension to Auchiries Road;
Improvements to Auchiries Road and A975 junction; and
Visibility improvements at Auchiries Road and A90 Trunk Road junction.

4.7.3

Settlement Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints
Table 4.14 below sets out key problems/issues/opportunities/constraints relating to the development
allocations for Cruden Bay. These have been shaped by detailed discussions with the Council’s
Transportation and Policy teams.
Table 4.14 – Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints (Cruden Bay)
Comment

25

Problems

Safety issues (visibility) at existing A90 junction / unclassified road at Auchiries
Crossroads (most likely to be used by Site EH1).
Operational issues along Auchiries Road, and at junction at A975 identified in
TA, and associated correspondence, to support Site EH1.

Opportunities

No significant transport opportunities identified.

Issues

Principal issue for Cruden Bay is the relationship between the development
proposals, and the use of unclassified routes linking to the A90.

Constraints

Limitations imposed by geometric standards of the links to the A90, and the
junctions with the A90.

https://upa.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=ZZZWUNCAXE681
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Photo 4.1 – Auchiries Junction, A90

Photo 4.1 shows the Auchiries junction on the A90 northern access to Cruden Bay. It is characterised by a
gradient, with a white stop line and no overtaking markings on the main A90 carriageway. It is of a poorer
standard than the second access to Cruden Bay to the west which has benefitted from recent upgrading.
4.7.4

Settlement Option Generation
Options for Cruden Bay have been developed following review of the detail of the Aberdeenshire LDP
allocations for the settlement and detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation and Planning Policy
teams, and are set out in Table 4.15 below.
Table 4.15 – Cruden Bay: Option Generation
Option
Reference

Option

Comment

CB-01

Assuming Sites M1 and
EH1 with associated
local access
improvements.

Assumes local access improvements.

CB-02

Assuming Site M1 (with
local access
infrastructure
improvements) and Site
EH1 (with significant
upgrading on Auchiries
Road and A90 and
A975 junctions).

Assumes local improvements to infrastructure (Site
M1) with significant link road and junction
upgrading associated with Site EH1 along
Auchiries Road, and A90 and A975 junctions.
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Option Appraisal

Table 4.16 – Cruden Bay Option Appraisal
CB-01

CB-02

2

2

Both options contribute to LDP objectives for the settlement, contributing to housing choice within
Energetica project area..

TPOs
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables achievement of the LDP
settlement objectives, as follows:
Provide choice of housing and meet local need
within the Energetica project area..
Provide local opportunity for employment within
Energetica project area..
Sustain existing local services.
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the safe operation of the
Strategic Transport Network

-3

1

Option CB-01 has the potential for major negative impact on the safe operation of the STN arising from
the substandard A90 trunk road junction close to Site EH1, and substandard alignment of link road. In
contrast, minor beneficial impact on safety would be associated with the proposals under Option CB-02
due to junction upgrading at the A90, subject to the satisfactory execution of local access arrangements.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient operation of
the Strategic Transport Network in the vicinity of the
development

-2

1

Option CB-01 has the potential for moderate negative impact on the efficient operation of the STN in the
vicinity of the development, arising from the substandard A90 trunk road junction close to Site EH1.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient and effective
use of the wider Strategic Transport Network

0

0

Both options are considered to deliver a negligible impact on the efficient and effective use of the wider
STN. However, encouraging increased usage of the recently improved A90(T) Hatton Bends junction,
which provides access onto Golf Road / Cruden Bay, to the south of A90(T) Auchiries junction would be a
more efficient use of resource, compared to upgrading of Auchiries Road link, and junction with A90(T).

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that improves opportunities for, and the
attractiveness of, sustainable transport options,
including public transport.

0

0

Both options are considered to deliver a negligible impact on improving opportunities for sustainable
transport options and the attractiveness of these options.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables efficient and effective freight
movements

0

0

Both options are considered to deliver a negligible impact on enabling efficient and effective freight
movements.
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Implementability
Affordability

Low
Risk

Med to
High
Risk

Option CB-01 is considered to be a low cost option, and generally affordable. Medium to high risks are
associated with Option CB-02, due to the requirement to construct link road and junction improvements,
and the possible requirement for land acquisition to undertake these improvements.

Technical Feasibility

Low
Risk

Med
Risk

It is considered that Option CB-02 may be technically difficult to deliver as a result of land ownership
issues.

Operational Feasibility

High
Risk

Low
Risk

Option CB-01 is considered to be high risk with respect to operational performance, arising from an
increase in local traffic using the substandard A90 trunk road junction close to Site EH1, and the
substandard Auchiries Road.

Public Acceptability

Med
Risk

Low
Risk

Option CB-01 is considered to be medium risk as a result of safety implications. Option CB-02 is
considered to be low risk.

Environment

0

0

No significant adverse environmental impact is currently anticipated from access arrangements.

Safety

-3

1

Major potential negative impacts are anticipated for Option CB-01. Minor beneficial impact anticipated
with Option CB-02.

Economy

0

0

No significant adverse impact on economy is currently anticipated from access arrangements.

Integration

0

0

No significant adverse impact on integration is currently anticipated from access arrangements.

Accessibility and Social Inclusion

0

0

No significant adverse impact on accessibility and social inclusion is currently anticipated from access
arrangements.

STAG Criteria
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Summary of Appraisal
CB-01: Assuming Sites M1 and EH1 with associated local access infrastructure improvements
Overall, this option has the potential for negative impacts against some of the Transport Planning
Objectives, with, in particular, major negative impact relating to safe operation of the STN and moderate
negative impact on efficient operation of the STN in the vicinity of the development due to the unsuitability of
the A90 trunk road/Auchiries Road junction and A975/Auchiries Road junction in vicinity of Site EH1 (which
would be substandard and would require improvements).
Although this option is low cost, it has high risk in terms of operational feasibility. It is also risks being
publicly acceptable.
With regard to the STAG criteria, a potential major negative impact would be expected in terms of safety.
However, there would be negligible impact on the other STAG criteria.
CB-02: Assuming Site M1 (with local access infrastructure improvements) and Site EH1 (with
significant upgrading on Auchiries Road and A90 and A975 junctions)
Overall, this option performs reasonably well against the Transport Planning Objectives. However, potential
medium implementability risks would be anticipated with this option, with the land required to deliver these
improvements unlikely to be in the control of the developer or roads authorities. It may also have affordability
issues.
Impacts across the STAG criteria are likely to be negligible, although there may be minor beneficial impacts
on safety, relating to the A90 trunk road, where access onto the road would be taken at an improved at
gradejunction with visibility improvements at Auchiries.

4.7.7

Outcome
The option of facilitating sites M1 and EH1 with localised access infrastructure improvements is considered
undesirable due to adverse impacts on road safety.
The option of facilitating sites M1 (with local access improvements) and EH1 (with significant upgrading of
Auchiries Road, A90 and A975 junctions) is the strongest performing option against the Transport Planning
Objectives, however is considered to have medium risk related to the deliverability of junction and link
improvements at the A90(T) junction at Auchiries, Auchiries Road, and Auchiries / A975 junction.
Overall, it is recommended that allocation M1 be promoted in preference to allocation EH1, due to issues
related to providing safe access to the site via the A90(T) / Auchiries junction. It is considered appropriate to
limit the size of allocations at Site EH1 in order to reduce operational and safety issues on the local road
network, and the trunk road network.
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Ellon

4.8.1

Settlement Context
Situated 16 miles to the north of Aberdeen, Ellon is the centre for Aberdeenshire Council’s Formartine
administrative area. It had a population of 10,100 in 201226.The town is located west of the A90 (North),
which is the principal road link to the town from Aberdeen. This road is comprised of two sections of dual
carriageway between Aberdeen and Ellon. The middle section of the A90 between Aberdeen and Ellon is
programmed to be upgraded to dual carriageway as part of the AWPR Balmedie-Tipperty project by 2018.
Other principal road links in the area are the single carriageway A948 (to New Deer) and A920 (to
Oldmeldrum).
Ellon is not served by the rail network but is a strategically important centre for bus routes, with a bus
interchange point at Market Street. A successful Park and Ride site operates to the east of the town,
adjacent to the A90.
The most significant proposed sites in Ellon within the 2013 Main Issues Report which have the potential to
impact on the STN are located to the west of the A90. These sites are listed below. All site allocations for
Ellon are shown in Figure 4.7.
Site M1 consisting of 980 houses at Cromleybank, located to the west of the A90.
Site E1 employment uses.
Figure 4.7 – Ellon Allocations (source: 2012 LDP)

26

http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/statistics/population/AberdeenshireSettlementsPopulation2012.pdf
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Current Status of Allocations
Aberdeenshire Council continues to engage with developers promoting Site M1 (Cromleybank) with a view
to agreeing a development framework, and subsequently a masterplan early in 2015. Initial modelling has
been undertaken, and further comparative analysis considering two alternative access options for the site
has been prepared. However, impacts on the trunk road network are likely to be similar across either of the
two options tested.
Planning approval for Site E1 is pending subject to signed Section 75 agreement (APP/2013/081627) and
purification of conditions.

4.8.3

Settlement Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints
Table 4.17 below sets out key problems/issues/opportunities/constraints relating to the development
allocations for Ellon. These have been shaped by detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation and
Policy teams.
A review of recent town centre modelling for Ellon is contained in Appendix C. As part of the Ellon 2023
Reference Case model, it was noted that improvements to both north and south roundabouts on the A90(T)
are essential when taking in to account projected growth brought by committed developments in Ellon and
projected strategic growth along the A90(T) corridor. To date in relation to Site M1, both a southern bypass
or Ythan bridge improvement have been shown to be viable for releasing traffic pressure on local roads with
further testing ongoing. Sites E1, and FM030 have not been included in the 2023 reference case modelling.
There is a level of uncertainly regarding ASAM growth levels and at which rate that the growth may occur on
the strategic network. This is subject to the Fraserburgh, Peterhead and Aberdeen corridor study being
undertaken by Nestrans and partners.

27

https://upa.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=ZZZWUDCAXE059
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Table 4.17 – Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints (Ellon)
Comment
Problems

New development increases traffic impact within town centre. A90 (North) north and
south roundabouts also experience traffic impact arising from both the development and
forecast growth on the A90 (North).

Opportunities

Completion of A90 dualling between Balmedie and Tipperty will improve journey times
by car to/from Aberdeen, which is likely to increase the attractiveness of new housing
and other development in Ellon.
TA for Cromleybank development has been undertaken in advance of masterplanning /
development framework process, identifying alternative mitigation strategies.

Issues

Existing LDP identifies requirement to construct a new bridge across the River Ythan to
mitigate impact of development at Cromleybank.
Alternative proposal from the developer is for a new southern bypass link road between
the A920 and B9005. Both options have been demonstrated to mitigate impacts related
to Site M1 at Cromleybank.

Constraints

Extent of land within roads boundary, and within developer control places a constraint
on the mitigation options available.
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Settlement Option Generation
Options for Ellon have been developed following review of the detail of the Aberdeenshire LDP allocations
for the settlement and detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation and Planning Policy teams, and
are set out in Table 4.18 below.
Table 4.18 – Ellon: Option Generation
Option
Reference

Option

Comment

EL-01

Assuming Sites M1 and E1
with Bridge over River Ythan
to facilitate Cromleybank
development with associated
improvements to local and
trunk road junctions.

Trunk road junction improvements would require to
be in accordance with DMRB and demonstrate that
there would be no adverse impact on road safety
or the operational performance of the trunk road
network.
Bridge option would also require demonstration of
ability to relieve traffic pressures within Ellon town
centre.

EL-02

Assuming Sites M1 and E1
with southern Ellon
bypass/distributor road to
mitigate impact of
Cromleybank development
and associated improvements
to local and trunk road
junctions.

Trunk road junction improvements would require to
be in accordance with DMRB and demonstrate that
there would be no adverse impact on road safety or
the operational performance of the trunk road
network.
Bypass option would also require demonstration of
ability to relieve traffic pressures within Ellon town
centre.
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Option Appraisal

Table 4.19 – Ellon Option Appraisal
EL-01

EL-02

2

2

Both options contribute to the achievement of LDP settlement objectives. Both enhance the town as a
sub-regional service centre, providing the opportunity for employment and housing in the Strategic
Growth Area and the Energetica project area..

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the safe operation of the
Strategic Transport Network

0

0

Both options are considered to deliver negligible impacts on the safe operation of the STN, subject to the
satisfactory execution of local access improvements.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient operation of
the Strategic Transport Network in the vicinity of the
development

1

1

It is anticipated both options will have a minor beneficial impact on the efficient operation of the STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient and effective
use of the wider Strategic Transport Network

2

2

Both options are considered to facilitate efficient and effective use of the wider STN, although it is
anticipated Option EL-02 may better accommodate east-west flows from the A90 (North) to A920.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that improves opportunities for, and the
attractiveness of, sustainable transport options,
including public transport.

1

0

It is considered Option EL-01 provides the potential for a relatively direct public transport route from the
A90(N) to the Town Centre, simultaneously facilitating the Cromleybank development.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables efficient and effective freight
movements

0

1

Option EL-02 provides the potential for a relatively direct freight route between the A90 (North) and A920,
avoiding Ellon Town Centre.

TPOs
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables achievement of the LDP
settlement objectives, as follows:
Enhance the settlement’s role as a subregional service centre.
Meet the need for new housing in the Strategic
Growth Area.
Sustain existing services.
Provide opportunity for employment in the
Strategic Growth Area.
Provide opportunity for employment to support
the Energetica project..
Provide improved community facilities.

Implementability
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Affordability

Technical Feasibility

EL-01

EL-02

Med
Risk

Med
Risk

High
Risk

Med
Risk

63

Given the extensive work necessary to implement both Options EL-01 and El-02, it is anticipated both
options will incur high costs. However, given the size of the development proposed, it is considered that
both have a medium affordability risk.
For Option EL-01, there are technical challenges to be overcome with respect to bridge design and
construction to minimise a range of environmental impacts on the river and floodplain of the Ythan. There
are also challenges related to maintaining access to the existing Water Treatment Works on Castle Road.
At the present stage it has been associated with a high risk for technical feasibility, but it is anticipated
that this rating may reduce during the design process.
For Option EL-02, challenges relate to the construction of the new link road and associated environmental
assessments. It has been assigned a medium risk at the present stage.
Modification to the trunk road junction associated with both Option EL-01 and Option EL-02 will be subject
to Transport Scotland approval, although these elements are considered to be low risk.

Operational Feasibility

Low
Risk

Low
Risk

Subject to correct execution, both options are considered to be low risk with respect to operational
performance.

Public Acceptability

Low
Risk

Med
Risk

It is considered that Option EL-01 is broadly acceptable to the wider public, and has been established as
a requirement of the development in the 2012 LDP. Option EL-02 is a new alternative proposal, but has
been subject to public consultation on the development framework for Cromleybank. This option may be
associated with higher risks relative to the consents process.

Environment

-2

-2

Potential moderate negative environmental impacts are anticipated from the implementation of both
options.

Safety

0

0

No significant adverse impacts on safety are anticipated from the implementation of both options.

Economy

1

1

Minor beneficial impact on economy is anticipated with both options.

Integration

1

0

It is anticipated Option EL-01 will have a minor beneficial impact arising from improved connections to the
new industrial areas to the north east of the town. No significant impacts on integration are anticipated
with Option EL-02.

Accessibility and Social Inclusion

1

1

Minor beneficial impact on accessibility and social inclusion is anticipated with both options.

STAG Criteria
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Summary of Appraisal
EL-01: Assuming Sites M1 and E1 with Bridge over River Ythan to facilitate Cromleybank
development and associated improvements to local and trunk road junctions
Overall, this option performs well against the Transport Planning Objectives, particularly with regard to
enabling achievement of the LDP settlement objectives for Ellon.
Transport assessment and modelling shows that at-grade improvements to existing trunk road roundabouts
will be required to facilitate the proposed development within Ellon. These have been identified, and are
generally considered to be both feasible and deliver no adverse impact.
Modelling work has been undertaken to directly compare the bridge option and the bypass option. Both
options mitigate the impact of the Cromleybank development, however have different impacts within the
centre of Ellon. The modelling work confirms that the bridge would be mainly used by vehicles travelling to
and from Cromleybank, but not widely used by other traffic.
High costs would be anticipated with the construction of the proposed bridge, however, given the size of the
development proposed, it is considered to have a medium affordability risk. It may have land assembly
issues and possible environmental impact risks. This option is included in the Local Development Plan,
reducing this element of implementability risk.
As this option provides connections to out of town developments within Ellon, it provides greater
opportunities for sustainable/public transport.
Overall, there would be limited impacts on most STAG criteria, although moderate negative environmental
impacts could arise.
EL-02: Assuming Sites M1 and E1 with southern Ellon bypass/distributor road to mitigate impact of
Cromleybank development, with associated improvements to trunk road junctions
Overall, this option performs well against the Transport Planning Objectives, particularly with regard to
enabling achievement of the LDP settlement objectives for Ellon.
Transport assessment and modelling shows that at grade improvements to existing trunk road roundabouts
will be required to facilitate the proposed development within Ellon. These have been identified, and are
generally considered to be both feasible and deliver no adverse impact.
Modelling work has been undertaken to directly compare the bridge option and the bypass option. Both
options mitigate the impact of the Cromleybank development, however have different impacts within the
centre of Ellon. The modelling work confirms that the bypass reduces delay heading both eastbound and
westbound along the A920.
High costs would be anticipated with the construction of the proposed bypass, however, given the size of the
development proposed, it is considered to have a medium affordability risk. This option is not included in the
Local Development Plan, and therefore faces higher implementability risk.
Overall, there would be limited impacts on most STAG criteria, although moderate negative environmental
impacts could arise.

4.8.7

Outcome
Both options to facilitate the development allocations in the town (bridge over Ythan, southern bypass) would
both support the promotion of an access strategy for Ellon, although both face implementability challenges.
For the strategic road network, identified mitigation for the trunk road roundabouts are considered to be
feasible, and possible of achieving no adverse impacts, regardless of which option (bridge or bypass) is
progressed.
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Balmedie

4.9.1

Settlement Context
The village of Balmedie is situated approximately eight miles north of Aberdeen City Centre, and located
immediately to the east of the A90 (North). It had a population of 2,520 in 201228.
Currently, the initial section of dual carriageway on the A90 (North) terminates at Balmedie. As part of the
AWPR Balmedie-Tipperty project, a full dual carriageway link between Aberdeen and Ellon is due to be
completed, with a new grade separated junction serving Balmedie at the south end of the village. These
works are due to be completed no later than 2018.
Balmedie is not served by the rail network but is served by regular bus services between Aberdeen and
Ellon.
The most significant proposed sites in Balmedie within the 2013 Main Issues Report which have the
potential to impact on the STN are located to the south of the settlement. These are listed below. All site
allocations for Balmedie are shown in Figure 4.8.
Site H1 consisting of up to 150 houses.
Site M1 consisting of 5ha of employment land, 7ha of strategic reserve and 50 houses.
Figure 4.8 – Balmedie Allocations (source: 2012 LDP)

28

http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/statistics/population/AberdeenshireSettlementsPopulation2012.pdf
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4.9.2

Current Status of Allocations
Masterplans for both Site M1 and Site H1 are currently in preparation.

4.9.3

Settlement Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints
Table 4.20 below sets out key problems/issues/opportunities/constraints relating to the development
allocations for Balmedie. These have been shaped by detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation
and Policy teams.
Table 4.20 – Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints (Balmedie)
Comment

4.9.4

Problems

Development largely dependent on construction of the AWPR B-T junction from which
it takes access.
Timing of development therefore ties into completion of AWPR B-T project.

Opportunities

Opportunity to utilise junction and capacity improvements arising from AWPR B-T
scheme.

Issues

Access strategy for sites required that does not depend on modifications to design and
layout of agreed AWPR B-T junctions.

Constraints

Development phases constrained by timescales of Balmedie-Tipperty dualling works.

Settlement Option Generation
Options for Balmedie have been developed following review of the detail of the Aberdeenshire LDP
allocations for the settlement and detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation and Planning Policy
teams, and are set out in Table 4.21 below.
Table 4.21 – Balmedie: Option Generation
Option
Reference

BA-01

Option
Assuming Sites M1 and H1
with principal access from
the existing local road
network, and thereafter
access onto trunk road by
newly constructed junction.

Comment

Revised access arrangements to Balmedie will be
executed following construction of AWPR B-T
scheme.
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Option Appraisal

Table 4.22 – Balmedie Option Appraisal
BA-01
TPOs
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables achievement of the LDP
settlement objectives, as follows:
Meet demand for housing in the Strategic
Growth Area.
Provide opportunity for employment in the
Strategic Growth Area.
Provide employment opportunities to support
the Energetica project..
Provide improved community facilities including
new health provision.
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the safe operation of the
Strategic Transport Network

2

Option BA-01 contributes to the achievement of LDP settlement objectives, providing access to housing
and employment sites.

The new grade separated junction serving Balmedie is anticipated to have a significant beneficial impact
on the safety of the STN.
0

Following construction of the new junction, Option BA-01 will take access from the local road network
which will link into the new A90 junction. These access arrangements have negligible impact on the safe
operation of the STN, given the provision of the new A90 junction arrangements.
The new grade separated junction serving Balmedie is anticipated to have a significant beneficial impact
on the efficient operation of the STN in the vicinity of the developments.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient operation of
the Strategic Transport Network in the vicinity of the
development

0

Following construction of the new junction, Option BA-01 will take access from the local road network
which will link into the new A90 junction. These access arrangements will have a negligible impact on the
efficient operation of the STN in the vicinity of the developments, given the significant junction and link
upgrading to be undertaken as part of the AWPR B-T project.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient and effective
use of the wider Strategic Transport Network

2

Option BA-01 will make good use of available capacity on the STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that improves opportunities for, and the
attractiveness of, sustainable transport options,
including public transport.

1

Option BA-01 provides the potential for a relatively direct public transport route from the A90 (North) to
Sites M1 and H1.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables efficient and effective freight
movements

1

Option BA-01 is considered to provide the potential for a relatively direct freight route to/from the A90
(North).
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BA-01
Implementability
Affordability

Low
Risk

Low costs would be associated with Option BA-01.

Technical Feasibility

Low
Risk

No significant technical feasibility issues are identified.

Operational Feasibility

Low
Risk

No significant operational feasibility issues are identified.

Public Acceptability

Low
Risk

It is considered that the proposed access strategy for Option BA-01 is broadly acceptable to the wider
public.

STAG Criteria
Environment

0

No adverse environmental impact is currently anticipated from the proposed access arrangements.

Safety

0

No adverse impacts related to safety would be associated with Option BA-01, which assumes access
from the existing local road network, and making use of the new grade separated trunk road junction
arrangements.

Economy

1

Minor beneficial impact on economy associated with Option BA-01.

Integration

0

No significant impacts on integration currently anticipated.

Accessibility and Social Inclusion

0

No significant impact on accessibility and social inclusion currently anticipated.
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Summary of Appraisal
BA-01: Assuming Sites M1 and H1 with access from the existing local road network, and thereafter
access onto trunk road network by newly constructed junction.
Overall, this option performs well against the Transport Planning Objectives, contributing to the settlement
objectives, and making good use of available capacity on the A90 (North) following completion of the AWPR
B-T project.
It is unlikely to have any significant implementability issues.
Overall impacts on the STAG criteria are likely to be negligible.
Balmedie as a whole is likely to benefit from forthcoming wider improvements that will be introduced by the
AWPR B-T project, particularly the safety and capacity improvements that will be provided by this scheme.

4.9.7

Outcome
Overall, providing access to the site from the existing local road network, and thereafter via the newly
constructed AWPR B-T junction would provide an appropriate access strategy for developments proposed in
Balmedie, and would have limited adverse impact on the strategic road network.
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Blackdog

4.10.1 Settlement Context
The village of Blackdog is situated 5 miles north of Aberdeen City Centre to the east of the A90 (North) dual
carriageway. As part of the AWPR construction, Blackdog is due to be significantly upgraded to a grade
separated signal controlled roundabout with the existing A90 passing below.
There is one proposed site in Blackdog within the 2013 Main Issues Report which has the potential to impact
on the STN (Site M1, consisting of 552 houses29 and 4ha of employment land). This site is located to the
east of the A90, as outlined in Figure 4.9.
Figure 4.9 – Blackdog Allocation (source: 2012 LDP)

29

A further 48 houses are subject to a Section 75 agreement.
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4.10.2 Current Status of Allocations
A masterplan for the Blackdog development has been submitted and agreed.30 Although the masterplan
makes mention of a Park and Ride site within the development, it is noted that this does not currently form
part of the proposed network of strategic park and ride sites being promoted by Nestrans, Aberdeen City
Council, or Aberdeenshire Council.
4.10.3 Settlement Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints
Table 4.23 below sets out key problems/issues/opportunities/constraints relating to the development
allocations for Blackdog. These have been shaped by detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation
and Policy teams.
Table 4.23 – Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints (Blackdog)
Comment

Problems

Development largely dependent on construction of the AWPR B-T junction from
which it takes access.
Timing of development therefore ties into completion of AWPR B-T project.
48 houses currently granted permission.

Opportunities

Potential Park and Ride opportunities.

Issues

Masterplan for site agreed.

Constraints

Development phases constrained by timescales of STN projects (AWPR Blackdog
junction).

4.10.4 Settlement Option Generation
Options for Blackdog have been developed following review of the detail of the Aberdeenshire LDP
allocations for the settlement and detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation and Planning Policy
teams, and are set out in Table 4.24 below.
Table 4.24 – Blackdog: Option Generation
Option
Reference
BD-01

30

Option

Comment

Assuming Site M1 and
improvements as part
of AWPR BalmedieTipperty project.

https://aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/masterplans/formartine.asp

Assumes construction of grade separated signal controlled
roundabout as part of AWPR Balmedie-Tipperty project.
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4.10.5 Option Appraisal
Table 4.25 – Blackdog Option Appraisal
BD-01
TPOs
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables achievement of the LDP
settlement objectives, as follows:
Meet the need for new housing in the Strategic
Growth Area.
Provide the opportunity for employment in the
Strategic Growth Area.
Provide employment opportunities to support
the Energetica project..
Provide improved local facilities and
development of a village centre.
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the safe operation of the
Strategic Transport Network

2

Option BD-01 contributes to the achievement of LDP settlement objectives, providing access to housing
and employment sites.

The new grade separated junction serving Blackdog is anticipated to have a beneficial impact on the
safety of the STN.
0

Following construction of the new junction, Option BD-01 will take access from the local road network
which will link into the new A90 junction. These access arrangements will not impact upon the safe
operation of the STN, given the provision of the new A90 junction arrangements.
The new grade separated junction serving Blackdog is anticipated to have a significant beneficial impact
on the efficient operation of the STN in the vicinity of the development.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient operation of
the Strategic Transport Network in the vicinity of the
development

0

Following construction of the new junction, Option BD-01 will take access from the local road network
which will link into the new A90 junction. These access arrangements will not impact on the efficient
operation of the STN in the vicinity of the development, given the significant junction and link upgrading to
be undertaken as part of the AWPR B-T project.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient and effective
use of the wider Strategic Transport Network

2

Option BD-01 will make good use of available capacity on the STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that improves opportunities for, and the
attractiveness of, sustainable transport options,
including public transport.

1

Option BD-01 provides the potential for a relatively direct public transport route from the A90 (North) to
Site M1.
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BD-01
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables efficient and effective freight
movements

1

Option BD-01 is considered to provide the potential for a relatively direct freight route between Blackdog
and the A90 (North).

Implementability
Affordability

Low
Risk

The affordability of access arrangements for Option BD-01 is considered to be low risk.

Technical Feasibility

Low
Risk

It is considered that Option BD-01 would not be technically difficult to deliver.

Operational Feasibility

Low
Risk

No significant operational feasibility issues are identified.

Public Acceptability

Low
Risk

It is considered that the proposed access strategy for Option BD-01 is broadly acceptable to the wider
public.

STAG Criteria
Environment

0

No significant adverse environmental impact is currently anticipated from access arrangements.

Safety

0

Negligible impacts related to safety would be associated with Option BD-01, which assumes
improvements as part of the AWPR B-T project are in place prior to the commencement of the main
phase of development.

Economy

1

Minor beneficial impact on economy associated with Option BD-01.

Integration

0

No significant impacts on integration currently anticipated.

Accessibility and Social Inclusion

0

No significant impact on accessibility and social inclusion currently anticipated.
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4.10.6 Summary of Appraisal
BD-01: Assuming Site M1 and improvements as part of AWPR Balmedie-Tipperty project
Overall, this option performs well against the Transport Planning Objectives. It is also considered to be low
cost (from the point of view of the development), and is unlikely to have any other significant
implementability issues. Overall impacts on the STAG criteria are likely to be negligible.
Blackdog will benefit from forthcoming wider improvements that will be introduced by the AWPR/BalmedieTipperty project, including the safety and capacity improvements that will be provided by this scheme.
4.10.7 Outcome
Overall, providing access to the site from the existing local road network, and thereafter via the newly
constructed AWPR B-T junction would provide an appropriate access strategy for the developments
proposed at Blackdog, and would have limited adverse impact on the strategic road network.
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4.11

Summary
Table 4.26 provides a summary of the appraisal of settlements on the A90 (North) Corridor.
Table 4.26 – A90 (North) Corridor Settlement Assessments: Outcome
Settlement

Fraserburgh

Outcome
Whilst the construction of a new access from existing trunk road junction for the
Kirkton M1 site performs stronger against transport planning objectives, access from
the local road network is considered to be more deliverable.
It is recommend that the local road access option should form the currently
presumed access arrangement, unless or until the developer of the Kirkton site is
able to fulfil the conditions stated in the masterplan for the trunk road junction to
demonstrate that:
a) all alternative options for accessing the site from the local road network have been
explored and are deemed to be relatively undesirable and that the new roundabout is
the optimum solution; and
b) the new 5-arm roundabout is technically feasible and complies with Transport
Scotland’s design standards.
The developments will contribute to future strategic growth on the A90 (North)
corridor.

Crimond

On the basis of the DPMTAG appraisal, and the application history of the site, it is
recommended the current proposals for Sites H1 and EH1 are reviewed with respect
the 2016 LDP. It is noted that on the basis of recent planning history a reduction in
the size of the developments may be an appropriate consideration.
Both options for sites H1 and E1 identified for Crimond are considered to be
problematic, due to a presumption against the formation of new trunk road accesses,
and the presumed difficulty of achieving access to the local road network adjacent to
the developments.

Peterhead

Accordingly, it is recommended that the inclusion of Sites H1 and E1 within the 2016
LDP be reviewed and considered for removal.
Overall, no significant issues at Peterhead are anticipated, assuming safe and grade
separated pedestrian and cycle crossings between Site M1 and the rest of Peterhead
are provided. The access proposals for the development allocations would provide
some support in the promotion of the LDP objectives for Peterhead.

Rathen

The developments will contribute to future strategic growth on the A90 (North)
corridor.
Cruden Bay

Recommended that allocation EH1 be limited in size, due to operational and safety
issues on the Auchiries Road and its junctions with the A90 and A975.

Ellon

Requirement for at grade enlargement of both north and south roundabouts on the
A90 due to development allocations, and strategic growth along A90. Proposals to
mitigate committed development have been developed for both junctions and agreed
in principle by Transport Scotland.
Options for either a bridge over the River Ythan, or a bypass to the south of the town
are currently being considered, but both have similar impacts on the trunk road.
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Settlement

Outcome

Balmedie

Overall, access proposals utilising grade separated junction, and local road access
would provide an appropriate access strategy for developments proposed in
Balmedie.

Blackdog

Overall, access proposals utilising grade separated junction, and local road access
would provide an appropriate access strategy for developments proposed in
Blackdog.

Chapter 5 sets out the settlement assessments for allocations on the A90 (South) Corridor.
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A90 (South) Corridor: Settlement Assessments
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5

A90 (South) Corridor: Settlement Assessments

5.1

Introduction
This chapter sets out the high level appraisal of the settlements identified on the A90 (South) Corridor.
Focus is placed on those allocations that are considered to have the greatest potential to impact on the STN.
Appendix B provides an overview of the assessment of the options for each settlement against the TPOs
and Implementability and STAG criteria.

5.2

Identification of Development Proposals for Appraisal
This section sets out an overview of non-consented LDP allocations for the principal settlements on the A90
(South) Corridor that form the basis for the DPMTAG assessment.
Figure 5.1 – Aberdeenshire LDP: Key Settlements, A90 (South) Corridor
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Table 5.1 – A90 (South) Corridor: Allocations Recommended for Inclusion in Proposed LDP,
Following Consultation on MIR
A90 (South)
Ref
Settlement

31

LDP allocation

9

Mains of Cairnrobin

BUS- Mains of Cairnrobin and Moss-side Pipeyard site.

10

Portlethen

Site E1 (Badentoy) employment land.
Site E2 area of search for waste facilities and associated
employment uses.

11

Newtonhill

Site H1 up to 70 houses.
Site E1 employment uses.Site SR1 strategic reserve employment
land.

12

Stonehaven

Site H4 up to 50 houses.
Sites E1 and E2 employment land.
Site CC1 small scale retail use.
KM024b- possible high quality office development.

13

Laurencekirk

Site M1 up to 885 houses, 11 ha of employment land and 16 ha of
employment land for strategic reserve.
Site EH2 up to 10 houses.

14

Edzell Woods

Site M1 consisting of 300 houses. 31

Subject to a Section 75 agreement.
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5.3

Mains of Cairnrobin

5.3.1

Settlement Context
Mains of Cairnrobin is situated 5.5 miles to the south of Aberdeen City Centre. The full development site sits
in both Aberdeen City Council’s area, and Aberdeenshire Council’s area. The site is located close to
Marywell east of the A90 (South) dual carriageway, which is the principal road link to the settlement from
Aberdeen. A further principal link road is the A956 (Wellington Road) north to Aberdeen City Centre, located
via Old Wellington Road adjacent to Mains of Cairnrobin.
Mains of Cairnrobin is not served by the rail network. The nearest bus services are those serving Aberdeen
Gateway Business Park, as well as local bus services operating between Aberdeen, Portlethen and
Stonehaven at Marywell. Proposals have been previously considered for provision of a rail freight facility at
the site.
Historic outline planning permission was in place for this area covering both the pipeyard and Mains of
Cairnrobin. The completed scheme required a link road linking through to Aberdeen Gateway from Findon.
This has not been delivered to date. A limited first phase was agreed for Mains of Cairnrobin taking access
from the south only, but was not progressed.
Subsequently, developers for the Mains of Cairnrobin site successfully changed the condition on the red line
boundary of the site. This separated the pipeyard from the wider Mains of Cairnrobin sites. However, it also
meant that the development rights were vested in the Mains of Cairnrobin site, not the pipeyard.
Accordingly, the only existing planning rights that the pipeyard has is for further development of the
pipeyard. A recent application has come in for an upgraded/covered pipeyard site for this location.
Accordingly, development rights for the remainder of the Mains of Cairnrobin site remain for the
development of a business park and associated link road.
There is one proposed site in Mains of Cairnrobin (within the Marywell settlement statement) within the 2012
LDP which has the potential to impact on the STN. This is the BUS site to the east of the settlement. This
allocation is outlined in Figure 5.2 overpage.

5.3.2

32
33

Current Status of Allocations
Application related to access road is currently pending consideration (APP/2012/184732). An MSC
application related to development at the site is currently pending consideration (APP/2011/267833).

https://upa.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=ZZZWU3CAXE413
https://upa.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=ZZZWU2CAXE092
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Figure 5.2 – Mains of Cairnrobin Allocation34 (source: Report to Kincardine and Mearns Area
Committee, 10 February 2015)

5.3.3

Settlement Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints
Table 5.2 below sets out key problems/issues/opportunities/constraints relating to the development
allocations for Mains of Cairnrobin. These have been shaped by detailed discussions with the Council’s
Transportation and Policy teams.
Appendix C provides a summary of modelling work undertaken to date, including Portlethen. This has found
that 2023 models show no significant transport issues on the A90(T) strategic network during the AM peak
period in Aberdeenshire. However, during the PM peak period, there are significant congestion issues
surrounding the BUS Mains of Cairnrobin and Moss-side Pipeyard developments. The Aberdeen Gateway
link has been included in the 2023 modelling.

34

Report to Kincardine and Mearns Committee 10 February 2015, Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan Settlement Statements

Proposed Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2016: DPMTAG Assessment Report

82

There is little evidence to suggest that any at grade small scale junction improvements could accommodate
additional traffic generated from the BUS site. No DMRB compliant improvements have been tested to date
that improve the future 2023 model operation of the eastern Findon roundabout to accommodate the BUS
site.
Table 5.2 – Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints (Mains of Cairnrobin)
Comment

Problems

Opportunities

5.3.4

Capacity issues in the PM peak for traffic exiting the site, constrained by junction
capacities at Findon, Wellington Road and Charleston.
S_Paramics model of Portlethen demonstrates capacity issues, particularly in the PM
peak at Findon.
The link road between Aberdeen Gateway and Findon may provide improved public
transport opportunities.

Issues

Improvements to the Findon interchange, and requirement for link road are key
issues to be overcome for any further detailed planning permission for Mains of
Cairnrobin.

Constraints

East of Findon junction is constrained due to proximity of retaining wall, and
underpass structure.

Settlement Option Generation
Options for Mains of Cairnrobin have been developed following review of the detail of the Aberdeenshire
LDP allocations for the settlement and detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation and Planning
Policy teams, and are set out in Table 5.3 below.
Table 5.3 – Mains of Cairnrobin: Option Generation
Option
Reference

Option

Comment

MC-01

Assuming BUS Site, with link
road to Aberdeen Gateway site
and small scale junction
improvements.

Assumes associated junction improvements are
relatively small scale.

MC-02

Assuming BUS Site with major
upgrade to Findon interchange and
significant upgrades at Wellington
Road.

Would require to be in accordance with DMRB
and demonstrate that there would be no adverse
impact on road safety or the operational
performance of the trunk road network.
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Option Appraisal

Table 5.4 – Mains of Cairnrobin Option Appraisal
MC-01

MC-02

TPOs
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables achievement of the LDP
settlement objectives as follows:

-2

2

Provision of employment land.

Option MC-01 does not contribute to the achievement of LDP settlement objectives, as it is currently
understood that minor upgrades would not be sufficient to provide a suitable access strategy for the full
extent of the development.
Option MC-02 contributes to the achievement of LDP settlement objectives.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the safe operation of the
Strategic Transport Network

-2

1

Option MC-01 is anticipated to have a moderate negative impact on the safe operation of the STN. Minor
beneficial impact would be associated with Option MC-02.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient operation of
the Strategic Transport Network in the vicinity of the
development

-3

1

Option MC-01 is anticipated to have major negative impact on the efficient operation of the STN. Option
MC-02 would provide minor beneficial impact through the major upgrade to the Findon interchange and
significant upgrades at Wellington Road.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient and effective
use of the wider Strategic Transport Network

-2

0

Option MC-01 would not facilitate efficient and effective use of the wider STN. Negligible impact
associated with Option MC-02.

1

Option MC-01 provides a link road through the site between Findon and Aberdeen Gateway site. This
would provide an attractive access strategy for a direct public transport route from the A90 (South),
although the operation of the service in the PM peak would be constrained by forecast congestion.
Option MC-02 provides potential for a through route public transport service.

-1

2

Option MC-01 provides a link road through the site between Findon and Aberdeen Gateway. This would
provide an attractive access route for freight movements, although this would be constrained in the PM
peak by congestion issues. Option MC-02 however does provide the potential for direct freight routing
to/from the A90 (South) for the BUS site.

Affordability

Low
Risk

High
Risk

Low costs would be associated with small scale junction improvements, but high costs and high
affordability risk would be associated with a major upgrade to Findon interchange and significant
upgrades at Wellington Road.

Technical Feasibility

High
Risk

High
Risk

It is currently considered that Option MC-01 would be technically difficult to deliver, due to constraints at
Findon east junction. Option MC-02 is anticipated to incur high risk in terms of technical feasibility, as
may require significant works to remodel existing junction.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that improves opportunities for, and the
attractiveness of, sustainable transport options,
including public transport.
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables efficient and effective freight
movements

-1

Implementability
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MC-01

MC-02

Operational Feasibility

High
Risk

Med
Risk

Option MC-01 is currently considered to be high risk with respect to operational performance, with
medium risk associated with Option MC-02.

Public Acceptability

High
Risk

High
Risk

Both options may be anticipated to have public acceptability issues. Option MC-01 is high risk, due to the
currently anticipated adverse impacts on congestion in the area around Findon Interchange and
Aberdeen Gateway. Option MC-02 would also be high risk due to the requirement to undertake capacity
enhancements to a junction that was only relatively recently constructed.

Environment

0

-1

Minor negative environmental impact is anticipated from the implementation of Option MC-02.

Safety

-2

1

Moderate negative impacts are currently anticipated for Option MC-01. Minor beneficial impact anticipated
with Option MC-02.

Economy

-2

1

Moderate negative impact on economy associated with Option MC-01, due to congestion impacts. Minor
beneficial impact anticipated with Option MC-02.

Integration

0

0

No significant impact on integration currently anticipated for either option.

Accessibility and Social Inclusion

-2

0

Moderate negative impact on accessibility and social inclusion anticipated for Option MC-01, due to
congestion impacts.

STAG Criteria
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Summary of Appraisal
MC-01: Assuming BUS Site with link road to Aberdeen Gateway site and small scale junction
improvements
As it is currently understood, existing junction capacity and wider network flows constrains this development.
Recent modelling work suggests that small scale junction improvements would not be sufficient to mitigate
the impact of development traffic, or enable effective traffic access from the development during the PM
peak.
Accordingly, despite the small scale improvements having low cost, it is considered that the option would
have an adverse impact on Transport Planning Objectives, and transport appraisal criteria. The option may
have high risk of being publicly unacceptable due to congestion impacts.
MC-02: Assuming BUS Site with major upgrade to Findon interchange and significant upgrades at
Wellington Road
Option MC-02 anticipates the development of a significantly upgraded Findon interchange with significant
upgrades at Wellington Road.
This option is expected to promote beneficial impacts across most of the Transport Planning Objectives and
some transport appraisal criteria.
However, high costs would be anticipated with a major upgrade of the Findon interchange and significant
upgrades at Wellington Road, presenting a high risk of the improvements being unaffordable. Other
implementability issues include land availability, and technical feasibility. In particular it would be necessary
to explore any potential land ownership issues as well as the operational impact of the upgrade on other
junctions in close proximity to the Findon Interchange. Major reconstruction of the junction would likely be
publicly unacceptable.

5.3.7

Outcome
Based on current understanding, there are constraints on the development of the Mains of Cairnrobin site
due to capacity issues at Findon interchange. It is currently anticipated that small scale junction
improvements may not be sufficient to demonstrate no net detriment to the trunk road network, and that
larger scale improvements are associated with significant deliverability issues.
Proposals are awaited from the site’s developers in relation to existing planning applications, and an up-todate S-Paramics model is available to assist with the technical assessment of this application. In the
absence of a technically proven access strategy for the site, notwithstanding the current application, the
site’s inclusion in the forthcoming 2016 LDP should be reviewed.
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5.4

Portlethen

5.4.1

Settlement Context
Portlethen is situated 8.5 miles to the south of Aberdeen adjacent to the A90 (South) dual carriageway. In
2012, it had a population of 8,200 in 201235.

86

Portlethen is located on the East Coast Main Line, with rail services to Aberdeen and Stonehaven (and
beyond) operating daily. However, these are relatively infrequent in comparison to the service provided at
other stations within the area. The town is also served by frequent bus services operating between
Aberdeen and Stonehaven, with a bus interchange point located at Muirend Road.
The most significant proposed sites in Portlethen within the 2013 Main Issues Report which have the
potential to impact on the STN are located to the west of the A90. These are listed below. All site allocations
for Portlethen are shown in Figure 5.3.
Site E1 (Badentoy) employment land.
Site E2 (area of search for waste for waste facilities and associated employment uses).
Figure 5.3 – Portlethen Allocations (source: 2012 LDP)

5.4.2

35

Status of Current Allocations
A masterplan is currently in preparation for Site E1. Planning applications were submitted in 2014 for Site E2
(APP/2014/206936 – Application Approved), (APP/2014/343637 – Pending Consideration).

http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/statistics/population/AberdeenshireSettlementsPopulation2012.pdf
https://upa.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=details&keyVal=N6AG6CCA05600
37
https://upa.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=NCI6K1CAID000
36

Proposed Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2016: DPMTAG Assessment Report

5.4.3

87

Settlement Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints
Table 5.5 below sets out key problems/issues/opportunities/constraints relating to the development
allocations for Portlethen. These have been shaped by detailed discussions with the Council’s
Transportation and Policy teams.
Appendix C contains a summary of recent modelling work, including Portlethen. This work has concluded
that allocations at site E1 can be accommodated.
Table 5.5 – Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints (Portlethen)
Comment

5.4.4

Problems

Portlethen S-Paramics model has been updated. Previous model demonstrated that
provision of a link road between Badentoy and Cookston Road is required to facilitate
further development at Badentoy.

Opportunities

Schoolhill Park and Ride site may reduce the flow of traffic on the A90, but place local
pressure on the Findon interchange.

Issues

Site E1 will require a link from Badentoy Park to Schoolhill (with minor upgrading of the
Findon interchange).

Constraints

Capacity constraints at Findon interchange (east side).

Settlement Option Generation
Options for Portlethen have been developed following review of the detail of the Aberdeenshire LDP
allocations for the settlement and detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation and Planning Policy
teams, and are set out in Table 5.6 below.
Table 5.6 – Portlethen: Option Generation
Option
Reference

PO-01

Option
Assuming Sites E1 and E2
with Badentoy Link Road
(between Banchory-Devenick
Road and Badentoy Park),
and minor upgrade of Findon
Interchange (west side).

Comment

Localised upgrade of Findon interchange (signals) has
been tested in local S-Paramics model.
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Option Appraisal

Table 5.7 – Portlethen Option Appraisal
PO-01
TPOs
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables achievement of the LDP
settlement objectives, as follows:

2

Option PO-01 contributes to the achievement of LDP settlement objectives by providing access to
employment opportunities.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the safe operation of the
Strategic Transport Network

1

Option PO-01 is considered to have minor beneficial impact on the safe operation of the STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient operation of
the Strategic Transport Network in the vicinity of the
development

1

Option PO-01 is considered to have minor beneficial impact on the efficient operation of the STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient and effective
use of the wider Strategic Transport Network

1

Option PO-01 makes use of available capacity on the STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that improves opportunities for, and the
attractiveness of, sustainable transport options,
including public transport.

1

Option PO-01 is considered to have minor beneficial impact on improving opportunities for sustainable
transport options (including public transport) and the attractiveness of these options.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables efficient and effective freight
movements

2

Option PO-01 is considered to have moderate beneficial impact on efficient and effective freight
movements, afforded by the Badentoy Link Road and Findon interchange improvements.

Provide opportunity for employment.

Implementability
Affordability

Low
Risk

It is anticipated Option PO-01 would incur medium costs as a result of the construction of the Banchory
Link Road and upgrade of the Findon interchange (west side), but would be a low affordability risk.

Technical Feasibility

Med
Risk

Option PO-01 requires to secure adequate land rights to enable the construction of the Badentoy Link
Road and widening of Cookston Road

Operational Feasibility

Med
Risk

It is anticipated Option PO-01 would be medium risk in terms of operational feasibility due to anticipated
requirement to signalise Findon west roundabout.
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PO-01
Public Acceptability

Low
Risk

It is considered that the proposed access strategy for Option PO-01 is broadly acceptable to the wider
public.

STAG Criteria
Environment

0

No adverse environmental impact is currently anticipated from access arrangements.

Safety

1

Minor beneficial impact on safety associated with Option PO-01, due to improved traffic circulation arising
from construction of Badentoy Link Road.

Economy

1

Minor beneficial impact on economy associated with Option PO-01 due to improved traffic circulation
arising from construction of Badentoy Link Road.

Integration

0

No significant impact on integration.

Accessibility and Social Inclusion

1

Minor beneficial impact on accessibility and social inclusion associated with Option PO-01, due to
increased access to employment sites arising from Badentoy Link Road.
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Summary of Appraisal
PO-01: Assuming Sites E1 and E2 with Badentoy Link Road (between Banchory-Devenick Road and
Badentoy Park), and minor upgrade of Findon Interchange (west side)
Overall, this option performs well against the Transport Planning Objectives, particularly in terms of enabling
achievement of the LDP objectives, and enabling efficient and effective freight movements, afforded by the
Badentoy Link Road and Findon interchange improvements.
Although medium costs would be anticipated with the construction of a link road and upgrading of the Findon
Interchange, these are viewed as being proportionate to the scale of development which is enabled by this
infrastructure. It is considered to be medium risk in terms of technical feasibility due to land requirements for
the link road. It is envisaged that signals would be part of the solution at the Findon West junction, and there
is a degree of operational risk associated with this solution. Minor beneficial impacts would be anticipated
across the majority of STAG criteria.

5.4.7

Outcome
Overall, the provision of a link road to Badentoy, and minor upgrades to Findon Interchange (west site)
perform well against the DPMTAG assessment criteria, and provides an appropriate access solution for the
proposed development.
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5.5

Newtonhill

5.5.1

Settlement Context
Newtonhill is situated 11 miles to the south of Aberdeen on the east side of the A90 (South) dual
carriageway. It had a population of 3,040 in 201238.
The village is not served by the rail network but is served by regular buses operating between Aberdeen,
Portlethen and Stonehaven.
In relation to potential traffic impact on the STN, Site H1, consisting of up to 70 houses, is the most
significant allocation. This site is located to the east of the A90, as outlined in Figure 5.4.
Figure 5.4 – Newtonhill Allocations (source: 2012 LDP)

5.5.2

38

Current Status of Allocations
A masterplan for Site H1 is currently under development.

http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/statistics/population/AberdeenshireSettlementsPopulation2012.pdf
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Settlement Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints
Table 5.8 below sets out key problems/issues/opportunities/constraints relating to the development
allocations for Newtonhill. These have been shaped by detailed discussions with the Council’s
Transportation and Policy teams.
Newtonhill is covered by Aberdeenshire’s Portlethen model. Outcomes of recent modelling tests are
summarised in Appendix C, and indicate no particular forecast problems at the A90 Newtonhill junction.
Table 5.8 – Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints (Newtonhill)
Comment

5.5.4

Problems

No significant capacity problems anticipated at the Newtonhill junction of the A90.

Opportunities

Potential link to Park and Choose provision at Chapelton.

Issues

Allocations for Site H1 included in junction modelling for Chapelton.
sufficient capacity at Newtonhill junction.

Constraints

No constraints affecting the strategic road network.

This showed

Settlement Option Generation
Options for Newtonhill have been developed following review of the detail of the Aberdeenshire LDP
allocations for the settlement and detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation and Planning Policy
teams, and are set out in Table 5.9 below.
Table 5.9 – Newtonhill: Option Generation
Option
Reference
NH-01

Option
Assuming Site H1, with
no significant wider
access improvements.

Comment

This was included in the modelling for Chapelton.

Proposed Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2016: DPMTAG Assessment Report

5.5.5

93

Option Appraisal

Table 5.10 – Newtonhill Option Appraisal
NH-01
TPOs
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables achievement of the LDP
settlement objectives, as follows:
2

Option NH-01 contributes to the achievement of LDP settlement objectives by providing access to
housing.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the safe operation of the
Strategic Transport Network

0

Option NH-01 is considered to deliver a negligible impact on the safe operation of the STN, subject to the
satisfactory execution of local access arrangements.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient operation of
the Strategic Transport Network in the vicinity of the
development

0

Option NH-01 is considered to deliver a negligible impact on the efficient operation of the STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient and effective
use of the wider Strategic Transport Network

0

Option NH-01 is considered to deliver a negligible impact on facilitating the efficient and effective use of
the wider STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that improves opportunities for, and the
attractiveness of, sustainable transport options,
including public transport.

0

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables efficient and effective freight
movements

0

Sustain local services.
Provision of employment land.
To provide housing choice within the Strategic
Growth Area, whilst protecting the character of
the area.

Option NH-01 is considered to have a negligible impact on public transport services.
.

Option NH-01 is considered to deliver a negligible impact on enabling efficient and effective freight
movements.

Implementability
Affordability

Low
Risk

Low costs would be associated with Option NH-01, with low affordability risk

Technical Feasibility

Low
Risk

It is considered that Option NH-01 would not be technically difficult to deliver.
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NH-01
Operational Feasibility

Low
Risk

No significant operational feasibility issues are identified.

Public Acceptability

Low
Risk

It is considered that the proposed access strategy for Option NH-01 is broadly acceptable to the wider
public.

STAG Criteria
Environment

0

No adverse environmental impact is currently anticipated from access arrangements.

Safety

0

No significant adverse impact currently anticipated from access arrangements.

Economy

1

Minor beneficial impact on economy associated with Option NH-01.

Integration

0

No significant impact on integration currently anticipated.

Accessibility and Social Inclusion

0

No significant impact on accessibility and social inclusion currently anticipated.
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Summary of Appraisal
NH-01: Assuming Site H1 with no significant wider access improvements
There is low cost associated with this option and it is unlikely to have any other significant implementability
issues.
As noted above, Site H1 at Newtonhill was included in the 2023 base work for Chapelton, with work showing
no operational issues at the Newtonhill junction.
Overall, this option generally has a limited impact on the Transport Planning Objectives and impacts across
the STAG criteria are likely to be negligible.

5.5.7

Outcome
Overall, existing access arrangements onto the trunk road would support the promotion of an development
allocations at Newtonhill.
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5.6

Stonehaven

5.6.1

Settlement Context
Situated 15 miles to the south of Aberdeen, Stonehaven is the centre of Aberdeenshire Council’s Kincardine
and Mearns administrative area. It had a population of 11,370 in 201239. The town is located on the east side
of the A90 (South) dual carriageway. Other principal road links in the area are the A92 (Southbound) to
Dundee and A957 (Westbound) to Banchory.
Stonehaven is located on the East Coast Main Line, with frequent services to Aberdeen and Dundee (and
beyond) operating daily. A bus interchange point is located in the town centre on Barclay Street, which is
well served by regular mainline corridor and local services. The majority of housing sites identified in the
previous LDP in Stonehaven have received planning consent. Site Km024b was introduced following
consultation on the MIR. All site allocations for Stonehaven are shown in Figure 5.5.
Figure 5.5 – Stonehaven Allocations (source: 2012 LDP)

5.6.2

39

Current Status of Allocations
Since site KM024b was introduced following completion of consultation on the MIR, few further details have
been provided on either the proposed development, or proposed access arrangements. It is understood that

http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/statistics/population/AberdeenshireSettlementsPopulation2012.pdf
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the proposal would be a high quality office development, employing circa 750 staff, taking access directly
from the A90 / Stonehaven Fastlink junction via access to the Megray Steadings access.
5.6.3

Settlement Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints
Table 5.11 below sets out key problems/issues/opportunities/constraints relating to the development
allocations for Stonehaven. These have been shaped by detailed discussions with the Council’s
Transportation and Policy teams.
Aberdeenshire Council maintain a traffic model for Stonehaven, and Appendix C contains details of the
modelling work recently completed. This work found that congestion is apparent around the A90 /
Stonehaven Fastlink junction (opening 2018) in both the AM and PM 2016 modelled peak periods. Any
development such as KM024b combined with future growth is likely to add to this congestion close to the
A90(T) and AWPR strategic road network. More detailed A90 / Stonehaven Fastlink junction designs with
updated signal timings and at grade junction improvements could be incorporated in further modelling in
order to assess the operation of the network in 2023.
Table 5.11 – Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints (Stonehaven)
Comment

5.6.4

Problems

The high quality office development (Site Km024b) may generate adverse traffic
impacts on the trunk road, as it accesses directly onto the A90 / Stonehaven Fastlink
junction.

Opportunities

The development may present economic development opportunities for the area.

Issues

There is no access strategy for Site Km024b and a case would need to be made as to
whether or not it is a site of national economic importance.

Constraints

The location of the site makes integration with walk, cycle and public transport
networks challenging.

Settlement Option Generation
Options for Stonehaven have been developed following review of the detail of the Aberdeenshire LDP
allocations for the settlement and detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation and Planning Policy
teams, and are set out in Table 5.12 below.
Table 5.12 – Stonehaven: Option Generation
Option
Reference

ST-01

Option

Assuming Site
Km024b

Comment
Would require to be in accordance with DMRB and
demonstrate that there would be no adverse impact on road
safety or the operational performance of the trunk road
network.
Would also require demonstration of any significant economic
growth or regeneration benefits that could be unlocked with
this improvement.
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Option Appraisal
Table 5.13 – Stonehaven Option Appraisal
ST-01
TPOs
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables achievement of the LDP
settlement objectives, as follows:
Enhance the settlement’s role as a sub-regional
service centre.
Provide employment opportunity.
Provide affordable housing for local need.
Meet the demand for housing within the
strategic growth area.
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the safe operation of the
Strategic Transport Network
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient operation of
the Strategic Transport Network in the vicinity of the
development
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient and effective
use of the wider Strategic Transport Network

1

Option ST-01 would have a minor beneficial impact on the achievement of LDP settlement objectives due
to the provision of employment opportunity.

No detailed access proposals have been submitted in support of the site, although access would be taken
from minor access to Megray Steadings direct onto the A90 / Stonehaven Fastlink junction.
-2
Option ST-01 is considered to have a moderate negative impact on the safe operation of the STN through
the introduction of local development access directly onto the trunk road junction.
No detailed access proposals have been submitted in support of the site, although access is assumed to
be taken from minor access to Megray Steadings direct onto the A90 / Stonehaven Fastlink junction.
-2
As Option ST-01 is assumed to take access direct from the A90 / Stonehaven Fastlink junction, this
option is anticipated to have a moderate negative impact on the efficient operation of the STN.
No access proposals have been submitted in support of the site, although access is assumed to be taken
from minor access to Megray Steadings direct onto the A90 / Stonehaven Fastlink junction.
0
Option ST-01 is considered to deliver a largely negligible impact on the efficient and effective use of the
wider STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that improves opportunities for, and the
attractiveness of, sustainable transport options,
including public transport.

-2

In absence of detailed understanding of access proposals, Option ST-01 would currently be considered to
deliver a moderate negative impact on improving opportunities for sustainable transport options and the
attractiveness of these options, due to its location with respect to existing public transport services serving
Stonehaven.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables efficient and effective freight
movements

0

Option ST-01 is considered to deliver a negligible impact on enabling the efficient and effective movement
of freight.

Implementability
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ST-01
Affordability

Med
Risk

Medium costs would be associated with Option ST-01, particularly if adjustments to the current design of
the A90 / Stonehaven Fastlink junction were to be required. This provides a medium affordability risk.

Technical Feasibility

Med
Risk

Given the lack of an access strategy at the time of writing, it is considered that Option ST-01 may be
technically difficult to deliver, particularly if it requires adjustment to the current design of the A90 /
Stonehaven Fastlink junction, which is tied into the AWPR B-T contract.

Operational Feasibility

Med
Risk

Assuming that the access arrangements for the site are provided by direct access onto the A90 /
Stonehaven Fastlink junction, it is considered that Option ST-01 may be associated with at least medium
operational risk.

Public Acceptability

Med
Risk

It is considered that proposed access strategies associated with this option would be associated with a
medium acceptability risk, due to potential adverse impact at a strategic trunk road junction.

STAG Criteria
Environment

0

No significant adverse environmental impact currently anticipated from access arrangements.

Safety

-2

Moderate negative impact on safety is currently anticipated.

Economy

1

Minor beneficial impact on economy associated with Option ST-01.

Integration

0

No significant adverse impact on integration associated with Option ST-01.

Accessibility and Social Inclusion

-2

Moderate negative impact on accessibility and social inclusion associated with Option ST-01, arising from
the anticipated difficulty in providing a sustainable public transport access strategy for the site.
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Summary of Appraisal
ST-01: Assuming Site Km024b
Overall, this option has the potential for a range of negative impacts against a number of the Transport
Planning Objectives, including efficient operation of the STN (in the vicinity of the development) and safe
operation of the STN. It may also be challenging to provide opportunities for sustainable/public transport.
Medium costs would be anticipated with this option, and it would likely pose technical and operational risks.
It may also have public acceptability challenges, due to impacts on the A90 / Stonehaven Fastlink junction.
Access arrangements for the site may conflict with the agreed design for the A90 / Stonehaven Fastlink
junction.
With regard to the STAG criteria, negative impact would be expected in terms of safety and accessibility and
social inclusion. There may however be minor beneficial impact on economy.

5.6.7

Outcome
At time of the appraisal, few technical details are available with regard to proposals for the site, such as
detailed access proposals and traffic impacts.
Given the requirement to take direct development access from the A90 / Stonehaven Fastlink junction, and
given the anticipated future strategic significance of this junction to the STN in the north east, it is anticipated
that the potential adverse impacts of this proposal, including implementability challenges, would likely
outweigh local benefits arising from the development.
It is considered necessary to receive technical proposals in order to support inclusion of the proposal in the
LDP.
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5.7

Laurencekirk

5.7.1

Settlement Context
Situated 30 miles to the south of Aberdeen, Laurencekirk is an important centre in the south of
Aberdeenshire Council’s Kincardine and Mearns administrative area. It had a population of 2,920 in 201240.
The town is located on the west side of the A90 (South) dual carriageway. Other principal road links in the
area are the A937 south to Montrose, which links to the A92 coast road (Stonehaven, Montrose, Arbroath,
Carnoustie).
Laurencekirk Rail Station was recently re-opened, and provides services to Aberdeen/Stonehaven and
Montrose/Dundee (and beyond) operating daily. The town is also served by regular bus services operating
to Aberdeen/Stonehaven, with a bus interchange point located on the High Street.
There is one proposed site in Laurencekirk within the 2013 Main Issues Report which has the potential to
impact on the STN. This is Site M1 consisting of 885 houses, and employment land. This site is located to
the west of the A90. This allocations for Laurencekirk is shown in Figure 5.6. Site EH2 for 10 houses, is
carried over from the previous plan, but has no significant impact on the STN.
Figure 5.6 – Laurencekirk Allocations (source: 2012 LDP)

40

http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/statistics/population/AberdeenshireSettlementsPopulation2012.pdf
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5.7.2

Current Status of Allocations
A development framework and masterplan have been submitted and approved for Site M1 in Laurencekirk41.
Nestrans are currently leading a study, alongside Aberdeenshire Council, Transport Scotland, and Tactran
to consider future options for Strategic Access to Laurencekirk. The outcome of this STAG / DMRB Stage 1
based study is anticipated early Spring 2015, considering options for improvements to Laurencekirk’s
junctions with the A90.

5.7.3

Settlement Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints
Table 5.14 below sets out key problems/issues/opportunities/constraints relating to the development
allocations for Laurencekirk. These have been shaped by detailed discussions with the Council’s
Transportation and Policy teams.
Table 5.14 – Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints (Laurencekirk)
Comment

41

Problems

Future development in Laurencekirk will worsen existing junction capacity and
safety issues on the trunk road network.
This is currently being assessed within the Access to Laurencekirk study.

Opportunities

Opportunity to strengthen position of Laurencekirk as strategic centre for the
Mearns Area.
Site M1 is well integrated with the new Mearns Academy and Laurencekirk rail
station.

Issues

Laurencekirk requires safe and appropriate access to the STN. STAG study
regarding access to Laurencekirk currently ongoing.
A scheme of grade separation for Laurencekirk is required for safety and
operational reasons, thus allowing development to take place.

Constraints

Constraints on development in Montrose and North Angus due to the issues
with the A937/A90(T) junction.

http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/masterplans/kincardine_mearns.asp
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Settlement Option Generation
Options for Laurencekirk have been developed following review of the detail of the Aberdeenshire LDP
allocations for the settlement and detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation and Planning Policy
teams, and are set out in Table 5.15 below.

Table 5.15 – Laurencekirk: Option Generation
Option
Reference

Option

Comment

LK-01

Assuming Site M1 with no
improvements to trunk road junctions

Assumes Site M1 only.

LK-02

Assuming Site M1 with south junction
grade separation and north junction at
grade improvements

Access options for Laurencekirk subject of
current STAG study.

LK-03

Assuming Site M1 with two grade
separated junctions

Access options for Laurencekirk subject of
current STAG study.

Proposed Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2016: DPMTAG Assessment Report

5.7.5

104

Option Appraisal

Table 5.16 – Laurencekirk Option Appraisal
LK-01

LK-02

LK-03

TPOs
Promotion of an access strategy for the
LDP proposals that enables achievement
of the LDP settlement objectives, as
follows:
Meet the demand for new housing in
the strategic growth area.
Sustain existing services.
Provide opportunity for employment.
Relieve town centre congestion
through provision of a distributor
road.
Promotion of an access strategy for the
LDP proposals that facilitates the safe
operation of the Strategic Transport
Network
Promotion of an access strategy for the
LDP proposals that facilitates the
efficient operation of the Strategic
Transport Network in the vicinity of the
development
Promotion of an access strategy for the
LDP proposals that facilitates the
efficient and effective use of the wider
Strategic Transport Network
Promotion of an access strategy for the
LDP proposals that improves
opportunities for, and the attractiveness
of, sustainable transport options,
including public transport.

-3

2

2

Option LK-01 does not contribute to LDP objectives as no improvements are provided at any of
the A90 junctions, effectively constraining future development. Options LK-02 and LK-03
contribute to LDP objectives for settlements by providing grade separated trunk road access to
Laurencekirk, and thereby the housing and employment sites. It is understood that a
distributor road has been included as an option within the Access to Laurencekirk study.

-3

2

2

Option LK-01 is considered to have major potential negative impacts on the safe operation of
the STN as no improvements are assumed, despite significant future development. Options
LK-02 and LK-03 are both considered to have positive impacts on the safe operation of the
STN.

-2

2

2

Option LK-01 is considered to deliver moderate negative impact on the efficient operation of
the STN in the vicinity of the development. Options LK-02 and LK-03 are considered to deliver
beneficial impacts on the efficient operation of the STN in the vicinity of the development.

2

Option LK-01 is considered to deliver a minor negative impact on facilitating the efficient and
effective use of the wider STN. Options LK-02 and LK-03 are considered to deliver beneficial
impacts on facilitating the effective and efficient use of the wider STN, including links to North
Angus / Montrose, and accommodating ongoing predicted strategic growth on the A90.

2

It is considered Option LK-01 does not provide the potential for a direct public transport route
from the A90 (South) to Site M1. Options LK-02 and LK-03 however are considered to provide
the potential for a direct public transport route from the A90 (South) to Site M1. LK-03 would
provide the most effective and efficient links to and from the A90 (South) to and from
Laurencekirk town centre.

-1

-1

2

1
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Promotion of an access strategy for the
LDP proposals that enables efficient and
effective freight movements

-1

LK-02

1
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LK-03

2

Option LK-01 does not provide the potential for a direct freight routing to/from the A90 (South)
for access to Site M1. Option LK-02 and Option LK-03 in particular however do provide the
potential for relatively safe and effective freight routing to/from the A90 (South) for access to
Site M1.

Implementability

Affordability

Low
Risk

Med
Risk

High
Risk

Given the lack of improvements associated with Option LK-01, this option is anticipated to incur
low cost, and low affordability risk. Options LK-02 and LK-03 however are anticipated to incur
higher costs given the extensive work necessary to implement either option. In particular, LK03 would be significantly more expensive to implement than LK-02. At present, there is no
agreed delivery mechanism for either LK-02 or LK-03, particularly in terms of developer
contributions related to anticipated build out rates.

Technical Feasibility

Low
Risk

Med
Risk

Med
Risk

No significant technical feasibility issues are identified for Option LK-01. However, grade
separated junction works associated with Options LK-02 and LK-03 (to varying degrees) are
anticipated to incur medium technical feasibility risks.

Low
Risk

Option LK-01 is not anticipated to perform satisfactorily in operational terms if allocations at
Laurencekirk, and North Angus / Montrose were consented. The full build out of Site M1 may
cause future problems at the north junction if it remains at grade, and this is being considered
in detail within the Access to Laurencekirk study. Fully developing Site M1 with a grade
separated junction at the south of Laurencekirk will increase traffic movements within the town.

Operational Feasibility

High
Risk

Low
Risk

It is considered that Option LK-01 would be unacceptable to the wider public.
LK-02 and LK-03 would be anticipated to be broadly acceptable in terms of public acceptability,
but would be subject to consents processes related to land acquisition, technical approval,
planning permission, and applicable environmental consent. Accordingly, at present these
options have been determined to be medium risk.

High
Risk

Med
Risk

Med
Risk

Environment

0

-1

-1

No adverse environmental impact is currently anticipated from access arrangements relating to
Option LK-01. Minor negative environmental impacts could be anticipated from the
implementation of Option LK-02 and LK-03.

Safety

-3

2

2

Major negative impacts on safety are anticipated from the implementation of Option LK-01, if
future development allocations are assumed. Moderate beneficial impacts are anticipated from
the implementation of Options LK-02 and LK-03.

Economy

-1

2

2

Minor negative impact on economy associated with Option LK-01. Overall, moderate beneficial
impact on economy associated with Option LK-02 and Option LK-03.

Public Acceptability

STAG Criteria
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LK-01

LK-02

LK-03

Integration

-1

1

1

Minor negative impact on integration associated with Option LK-01. Minor beneficial impact on
integration associated with Options LK-02 and LK-03 arising from improved access associated
with grade separated junctions.

Accessibility and Social Inclusion

-2

2

2

Moderate negative impact on accessibility and social inclusion associated with Option LK-01.
Moderate beneficial impact on accessibility and social inclusion associated with Options LK-02
and LK-03 arising from improved access associated with grade separated junctions.
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Summary of Appraisal
LK-01: Assuming Site M1 with no improvements
It is considered that this option would not support a future access strategy for Laurencekirk, scoring
negatively against each of the Transport Planning Objectives and most of the STAG criteria. It is also likely
to have high risk in terms of operational feasibility and significant public acceptability issues, in the light of
proposed development allocations for Laurencekirk and North Angus / Montrose.
LK-02: Assuming Site M1 with south junction grade separation and north junction at grade
improvements
Overall, this option performs well against the Transport Planning Objectives.
Medium costs would be anticipated with the construction of a grade separate junction/at grade junction
improvements, which may also have medium risk in terms of technical feasibility. It is anticipated that the full
build of the M1 allocation could cause operational issues at the north junction if improvements were not
secured at this location.
This option performs relatively well across the STAG criteria, particularly in terms of accessibility and social
inclusion, as access to Laurencekirk would be improved by grade separation (of the south junction).
More detail on the relative performance of similar options is anticipated in the forthcoming Access to
Laurencekirk study.
LK-03: Assuming Site M1 with two grade separated junctions
Overall, this option performs well against the Transport Planning Objectives.
High costs would be anticipated with the construction of two grade separate junctions, with associated high
affordability risk. The option has medium risk in terms of technical feasibility.
This option performs relatively well across the STAG criteria, particularly in terms of economy and
accessibility and social inclusion, as access to Laurencekirk would be improved by the construction of two
grade separated junctions.
More detail on the relative performance of similar options is anticipated in the forthcoming Access to
Laurencekirk study.

5.7.7

Outcome
At the time of writing the STAG / DMRB study considering access options for Laurencekirk has yet to be
completed.
The option of no grade separation at Laurencekirk (option LK 01) effectively limits development both in
Laurencekirk, but also Montrose and north Angus.
Overall, options considering the provision of a single grade separated junction (option LK-02), or two grade
separated junctions (option LK-03) appear to perform well against the DPMTAG assessment criteria and
thus provide the greatest potential to fulfil the requirements of the LDP. However, it is noted that both options
would have high costs, with the provision of two grade separated junctions being significantly more
expensive than the provision of a single grade separated junction, with associated affordability risks.
The outcome of the Access to Laurencekirk study is required in order to provide an evidence-based
assessment of the options being considered, and their relationship with the proposed development
allocations.
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5.8

Edzell Woods

5.8.1

Settlement Context
Edzell Woods is situated 36 miles to the south of Aberdeen, on the B966 (six miles north of the A90 (South).
Edzell Woods is not served by the rail network, but has limited local bus services to/from Brechin and
Laurencekirk.
There is one proposed site at Edzell Woods within the 2016 LDP Main Issues Report which has the potential
to impact on the STN. This is Site M1 consisting of 300 houses, 42 shown in Figure 5.7.
Figure 5.7 – Edzell Woods Allocation (source: 2012 LDP)

5.8.2

42

Current Status of Allocations
43
A masterplan for the site has been submitted and approved. Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.. A
44
planning application for 300 housing units (APP/2012/0037 ), has also been recently been approved,
subject to a Section 75 agreement.

Subject to a Section 75 agreement.
http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/masterplans/kincardine_mearns.asp
44
https://upa.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=ZZZWUNCAXE643
43
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Settlement Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints
Table 5.17 below sets out key problems/issues/opportunities/constraints relating to the development
allocations for Edzell Woods. These have been shaped by detailed discussions with the Council’s
Transportation and Policy teams.
Table 5.17 – Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints (Edzell Woods)
Comment

5.8.4

Problems

Capacity and safety issues on the A90 (South) could result from this housing
development in relatively close vicinity of the A90.
Requirement to upgrade minor road C2K.

Opportunities

Re-use of brownfield site.

Issues

At grade access via A90 junction to the south of the site for 300 houses.

Constraints

Relatively isolated development.

Settlement Option Generation
Options for Edzell Woods have been developed following review of the detail of the Aberdeenshire LDP
allocations for the settlement and detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation and Planning Policy
teams, and are set out in Table 5.18 below.
Table 5.18 – Edzell Woods: Option Generation
Option
Reference
EW-01

Option
Assuming Site M1 with
existing base access
and A90 junction
improvement.

Comment

A90 junction improvement assumes widening of junction.
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Option Appraisal

Table 5.19 – Edzell Woods Option Appraisal
EW-01
TPOs
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables achievement of the LDP
settlement objectives, as follows:
2

Option EW-01 contributes to the achievement of LDP settlement objectives by providing access to housing
and employment land, facilitating re-use of the site. The access strategy does not contribute to foul water
drainage issues.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the safe operation of the
Strategic Transport Network

-1

Option EW-01 is considered to deliver a potential negative impact on the safe operation of the STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient operation of
the Strategic Transport Network in the vicinity of the
development

-1

Option EW-01 is considered to deliver a potential negative impact on the efficient operation of the STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient and effective
use of the wider Strategic Transport Network

1

Option EW-01 will make use of available capacity on the STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that improves opportunities for, and the
attractiveness of, sustainable transport options,
including public transport.

-2

Option EW-01 does not provide the potential for a relatively direct public transport route from the A90
(South) to Site M1. There is currently no sustainable/public transport access strategy for Site M1.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables efficient and effective freight
movements

0

Option EW-01 is considered to deliver a negligible impact on enabling efficient and effective freight
movements.

Meet local need for housing.
Re-use of previously developed site.
Provide employment land opportunities.
Resolve issues associated with the existing foul
water drainage.

Implementability
Affordability

Med
Risk

Medium costs, and consequently medium affordability risk would be associated with Option EW-01, due to
requirements to upgrade the trunk road junction, and local road connections.
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EW-01
Technical Feasibility

Med
Risk

Medium technical feasibility risk associated with road and junction upgrades. Any modifications to the
Trunk Road Network are subject to approval from Transport Scotland.

Operational Feasibility

Med
Risk

Given the lack of an access strategy at the time of writing, it is considered that Option EW-01 is associated
with medium operational risk.

Public Acceptability

Low
Risk

It is considered that the proposed access solution is broadly low risk with respect to public acceptability.

STAG Criteria
Environment

0

No significant adverse impact currently anticipated from access arrangements.

Safety

-1

Minor negative impact related to safety would be associated with Option EW-01.

Economy

1

Minor beneficial impact on economy is currently anticipated from access arrangements.

Integration

0

No significant adverse impact on integration is currently anticipated from access arrangements.

Accessibility and Social Inclusion

-2

Moderate negative impact on accessibility and social inclusion is anticipated with Option EW-01 due to the
relative remoteness of the development.
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Summary of Appraisal
EW-01: Assuming Site M1 with existing base access and A90 junction improvement
Development at Edzell Woods assists with the achievement of the settlement objectives. However, negative
impacts could be expected on the safe operation of the STN (due to at grade crossing of the A90), the
efficient operation of the STN, and opportunities to improve sustainable/public transport.

5.8.7

Outcome
The development of 300 houses and employment land at Edzell is consented subject to improvements to the
A90 junction. Further allocations at this site should be linked to improvements to the existing at grade
junction on the A90.
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Summary
Table 5.20 provides a summary of the appraisal of settlements on the A90 (South) Corridor.
Table 5.20 – A90 (South) Corridor Settlement Assessments: Outcome
Settlement

Mains of Cairnrobin

Outcome
Based on current understanding, there are constraints on the
building out of the Mains of Cairnrobin site due to capacity issues
at the Findon interchange.
In the absence of a technically proven access strategy for the site,
and notwithstanding the current application, the status of the site
in the forthcoming 2016 LDP should be reviewed.

Portlethen

Allocations at Portlethen can be accommodated on the STN, with
the inclusion of Badentoy Link Road, and small scale
improvements to Findon junction (west side).

Newtonhill

Housing allocations at Newtonhill can be accommodated on the
STN.

Stonehaven

Assessment of site Km024b can only be undertaken following
submission of specific details of proposals. It is noted that the
allocation sits adjacent to a key junction in the region’s future road
network, and would be directly accessed from the STN.

Laurencekirk

The outcome of the Access to Laurencekirk study is required in
order to provide an evidence-based assessment of the options
being considered, and their relationship with the proposed
development allocations.
Requirement for a scheme of grade separation to be delivered in
order to facilitate the development of Site M1.

Edzell Woods

Consent for 300 houses granted, based on provision of widened at
grade junction of the A90.
Any further allocations require to be linked to improvements at the
trunk road junction.

Chapter 6 sets out the settlement assessments for allocations on the A96 Corridor.
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A96 Corridor: Settlement Assessments
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A96 Corridor: Settlement Assessments

6.1

Introduction
This chapter sets out the high level appraisal of the settlements identified on the A96 Corridor. Focus is
placed on those allocations that are considered to have the greatest potential to impact on the STN.
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Appendix B provides an overview of the assessment of the options for each settlement against the TPOs
and Implementability and STAG criteria.
6.2

Identification of Development Proposals for Appraisal
This section sets out an overview of non-consented LDP allocations for the principal settlements on the A96
Corridor that form the basis for the DPMTAG assessment.
Figure 6.1 – Aberdeenshire LDP: Key Settlements, A96 Corridor
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Table 6.1 – A96 Corridor: Non-Consented LDP Allocations Recommended for Inclusion in Proposed
LDP, Following Consultation on MIR
A96
Ref

Settlement

15

Blackburn

Site M1 up to 50 houses and 3 ha for a primary school.

16

Kintore

Site M1 (Kintore South) up to 600 houses and employment land
(subject to planning permission for schools).
Kintore Gateway Site.

Inverurie

Site H1 (Crichie) up to 300 houses in 1st phase (granted consent)
and 437 houses in 2nd phase subject to implementation of grade
separated junction. Also community facilities and a primary
school.
Site H3 up to 27 houses.
Site M1 up to 58 houses.
Site M2 up to 180 houses, 0.5 ha of employment, community
facilities and retail uses.
Site E1 employment land and 5 ha of high quality business use.
Sites E2 and E3 employment and community.
Site Ga046 proposed for 80 units (North Street).
Site Ga036 proposed for 25 units (Port Elphinstone).
Ga079 allocation of up to 100 houses
Site SR1 and SR2 reserved for strategic reserve employment
land.

Huntly

Site H1 up to 485 houses.
Site E1 employment uses.
Site EH1 allocated for 105 houses.
Site EH2 allocated for 31 houses.
Site EH3 allocated for 40 houses.
Site EH4 allocated for 10 houses.

17

18

LDP allocation
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6.3

Blackburn

6.3.1

Settlement Context
Blackburn is situated 9 miles to the north west of Aberdeen on the north side of the A96 dual carriageway. It
had a population of 2,980 in 201245.
Blackburn is not served by the rail network but is well served by regular bus services operating between
Inverurie and Aberdeen. There is also a bus interchange point located on Main Street.
There is one proposed site in Blackburn within the 2013 Main Issues Report which has the potential to
impact on the STN. This is Site M1, consisting of up to 50 houses (and 3 ha for a primary school), located
adjacent to the trunk road network. All site allocations for Blackburn are shown in Figure 6.2.
Figure 6.2 – Blackburn Allocations (source 2012: LDP)

6.3.2

45

Current Status of Allocations
Site M1 was identified in the 2012 LDP as a Phase 2 site (2017-2023). No development of the site is
anticipated until the replacement primary school is progressed.

http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/statistics/population/AberdeenshireSettlementsPopulation2012.pdf
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Settlement Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints
Table 6.2 below sets out key problems/issues/opportunities/constraints relating to the development
allocations for Blackburn. These have been shaped by detailed discussions with the Council’s
Transportation and Policy teams.
Table 6.2 – Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints (Blackburn)
Comment

6.3.4

Problems

Limited impact on A96 anticipated from development.

Opportunities

No significant transport opportunities have been identified, and limited impact on A96
Clinterty junction (roundabout) is anticipated.

Issues

There can sometimes be delays accessing the A96 from the Blackburn junction
(Clinterty Roundabout) towards Aberdeen during the AM peak.

Constraints

No significant constraints currently identified.

Settlement Option Generation
Options for Blackburn have been developed following review of the detail of the Aberdeenshire LDP
allocations for the settlement and detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation and Planning Policy
teams, and are set out in Table 6.3 below.
Table 6.3 – Blackburn: Option Generation
Option
Reference
BB-01

Option
Assuming Site M1 with
associated local access
infrastructure improvements.

Comment
Assumes local access infrastructure improvements on
B979.
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Option Appraisal

Table 6.4 – Blackburn Option Appraisal
BB-01
TPOs
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables achievement of the LDP
settlement objectives, as follows:
Meet the need for housing within the settlement
and the strategic growth area.
Sustain existing services.
Provide a site for the new primary school and
enable its development.
Provide redevelopment opportunity.

2

Option BB-01 contributes to the achievement of LDP settlement objectives by providing access to housing
within the Strategic Growth Area, linked to the site of the new primary school.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the safe operation of the
Strategic Transport Network

0

Option BB-01 is considered to deliver a negligible impact on the safe operation of the STN, subject to the
satisfactory execution of local access improvements.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient operation of
the Strategic Transport Network in the vicinity of the
development

0

Option BB-01 is considered to deliver a negligible impact on the efficient operation of the STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient and effective
use of the wider Strategic Transport Network

0

Option BB-01 is considered to deliver a negligible impact on facilitating the efficient and effective use of
the wider STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that improves opportunities for, and the
attractiveness of, sustainable transport options,
including public transport.

1

Option BB-01 is considered to deliver a minor beneficial impact on improving opportunities for sustainable
transport options and the attractiveness of these options.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables efficient and effective freight
movements

0

Option BB-01 is considered to deliver a negligible impact on enabling efficient and effective freight
movements.

Implementability
Affordability

Low
Risk

Low costs would be associated with Option BB-01, and thus would be low risk in terms of affordability.
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BB-01
Technical Feasibility

Low
Risk

No significant technical feasibility issues are identified.

Operational Feasibility

Low
Risk

No significant operational feasibility issues are identified.

Public Acceptability

Low
Risk

It is considered that the proposed access strategy for Option BB-01 is broadly acceptable to the wider
public.

STAG Criteria
Environment

0

No significant adverse impact currently anticipated from access arrangements.

Safety

0

No significant impacts on safety currently anticipated.

Economy

0

No significant impacts on economy currently anticipated.

Integration

0

No significant impacts on integration currently anticipated.

Accessibility and Social Inclusion

1

Minor beneficial impact on accessibility and social inclusion currently anticipated.
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Summary of Appraisal
BB-01: Assuming Site M1 with associated local access infrastructure Improvements
Overall, this option has a negligible impact on the Transport Planning Objectives. It is also considered to be
low cost, and is unlikely to have any other significant implementability issues. Overall impacts on the STAG
criteria are likely to be negligible.

6.3.7

Outcome
Overall, no significant issues at Blackburn are anticipated in relation to the access arrangements for the
proposed allocations.
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6.4

Kintore

6.4.1

Settlement Context
Kintore is situated 12 miles to the north west of Aberdeen on the east side of the A96 dual carriageway. As
of 2012, the settlement had a population of 4,68046. As noted earlier in the report, there is a proposal for a
new double platform station to be constructed at Kintore.
Kintore is not served by the rail network, although proposals to reopen the town’s rail station are currently
being taken forward. Kintore is served by regular bus services operating between Inverurie and Aberdeen
and a bus interchange point is located on School Road.
There is one proposed site in Kintore within the 2013 Main Issues Report which has the potential to impact
on the STN. This is Site M1, consisting of 600 houses and employment land, and is located to the southeast
of the settlement.
Following consideration by the Infrastructure Services Committee on 27 November 2014, a further site
(Kintore Gateway) was added to the draft 2016 Local Development Plan (Ga021 in Main Issues Report).
This 12.3ha site contains proposals for 7.3ha of employment land (office, hotel, food retail) and 5ha of open
space.
All site allocations for Kintore are shown in Figure 6.3.
Figure 6.3 – Kintore Allocations (source: 2012 LDP)

Ga021

46

http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/statistics/population/AberdeenshireSettlementsPopulation2012.pdf
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Current Status of Allocations
The development framework and masterplan for Site M1 have both been submitted and approved.47 A
Planning Permission in Principle application for the site has been lodged with Aberdeenshire Council
(APP/2013/383048), and is currently pending consideration.

6.4.3

Settlement Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints
Table 6.5 below sets out key problems/issues/opportunities/constraints relating to the development
allocations for Kintore. These have been shaped by detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation
and Policy teams.
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Appendix C contains an outline of recent traffic modelling work undertaken using Aberdeenshire Council’s
Kintore town centre model.
Modelled testing of at grade improvements of Broomhill Roundabout and Tumulus Way has been
undertaken with M1 development trips included and A96(T) traffic growth applied. There is queueing at both
these locations. Any further assessment of Kintore should include trips and site access arrangements
associated with the Ga021 development to ascertain what impact these will have on the network.
Further improvements to congestion prone areas could also be identified and incorporated in the testing. It
is noted that a commitment from Transport Scotland to dual the A96(T) by 2030 may review the existing at
grade junction arrangements at Kintore. The criteria or standard of junction for the A96(T) upgrading is as
yet unknown.
Table 6.5 – Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints (Kintore)
Comment

47
48

Problems

Capacity issues on the road network could result from development pressures in the
vicinity of the A96(T), at Broomhill Roundabout.

Opportunities

Proposals currently exist to construct a rail station at Kintore, linking the settlement to
the Aberdeen-Inverness rail line.

Issues

Subject to a scheme of upgrading on the A96 Broomhill Roundabout and B994 (Kemnay
Road) staggered junction.
Likely that any additional development will require upgrading of infrastructure at A96
Broomhill Roundabout.

Constraints

Scheme of upgrading of A96 Broomhill Roundabout may be constrained by land
availability.

http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/masterplans/garioch.asp
https://upa.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=ZZZWUNCAXE621
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Settlement Option Generation
Options for Kintore have been developed following review of the detail of the Aberdeenshire LDP allocations
for the settlement and detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation and Planning Policy teams, and
are set out in Table 6.6 below.
Table 6.6 – Kintore: Option Generation
Option
Reference

Option

Comment

KN-01

Assuming Site M1 with
an enlarged Broomhill
Roundabout and
staggered traffic signal
junction at the B994.

Assumes an enlarged Broomhill Roundabout and
staggered traffic signal junction at the B994, as per
agreed masterplan / planning application for Site M1.

KN-02

Assuming Option KN-01,
with addition of Site
Ga021, with further
enlargement of Broomhill
Roundabout.

Assumes development of A96 Broomhill Roundabout
into land controlled by developers of Site Ga021,
subject to further technical analysis to demonstrate
compliance with Transport Scotland standards, and no
adverse impact on operation and safety.
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Option Appraisal

Table 6.7 – Kintore Option Appraisal
KN-01

KN-02

2

2

Options KN-01 (Site M1 only) and KN-02 (Sites M1 and Ga021) both contribute to the
achievement of LDP settlement objectives. Ga021 additionally contributes to employment /
community land, but not to housing objectives.

TPOs
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables achievement of the LDP
settlement objectives, as follows:
Meet the need for housing in the settlement and
the strategic growth area.
Meet the need for employment land in the
strategic growth area.
Provide new community facilities including
primary school and academy school provision.
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the safe operation of the
Strategic Transport Network

0

-2

Option KN-01 is considered to deliver a negligible impact on the safe operation of the STN,
following the demonstration of a technical proposal for Site M1. No detailed technical solution
has been developed for Option KN-02. From outline plans, it is assessed as having a
potential moderate negative impact on safety due to increased development traffic and a
more complex 5 arm lozenge roundabout design.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient operation of
the Strategic Transport Network in the vicinity of the
development

-1

-2

Options KN-01 and KN-02 are both considered to deliver a potential negative impact on the
efficient operation of the STN. Option KN-02 may be associated with a moderate negative
impact due to increased development pressure and a more complex roundabout design.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient and effective
use of the wider Strategic Transport Network

1

1

Option KN-01 maximises the capacity of the Broomhill Roundabout (within existing road
land), and enables development to be directly at locations on A96 corridor where there is
currently available junction capacity.
Option KN-02 requires a more significant upgrade of Broomhill Roundabout.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that improves opportunities for, and the
attractiveness of, sustainable transport options,
including public transport.

1

1

Options KN-01 and KN-02 provide the potential for a relatively direct public transport route
from the A96 into Site M1.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables efficient and effective freight
movements

1

1

Options KN-01 and KN-02 are considered to provide the potential for a relatively direct freight
route to/from the A96.

Implementability
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Affordability

Low
Risk
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KN-02

Med
Risk

For Option KN-01 enlarging Broomhill Roundabout and implementing a staggered traffic
signal junction would incur medium costs, although in the context of the development size, is
associated with low affordability risk.
Option KN-02 requires a more substantive improvement to Broomhill Roundabout, which will
be higher cost, and associated with a medium affordability risk.

Technical Feasibility

Low
Risk

Med
Risk

For Option KN-01, enlarging Broomhill Roundabout and implementing a staggered traffic
signal junction is considered to be relatively low risk. For Option KN-02, a more complex and
larger roundabout design is required, to be delivered in land within roads boundary, or in the
control of the developer, and in accordance with Transport Scotland standards. This is
currently considered to be associated with medium technical feasibility risk.

Operational Feasibility

Low
Risk

Med
Risk

Option KN-01 is considered to be low risk with respect to operational performance, and
solutions have been developed to support the current planning application for the site. Option
KN-02 is associated with medium operational risk as to date no detailed analysis has been
presented which demonstrates a solution.

Public Acceptability

Low
Risk

Med
Risk

For Option KN-01, it is considered that proposed access strategies associated with this option
are broadly acceptable to the wider public, and have been subject to public consultation,
forming part of agreed masterplan. Option KN-02 is medium risk with respect to public
acceptability, as proposals currently fall outwith any agreed masterplan.

Environment

0

0

No significant adverse impact currently anticipated from access arrangements.

Safety

0

-2

No significant impact on safety currently anticipated for Option KN-01. Higher risk of adverse
impact with Option KN-02 due to complexity of enlarged lozenge 5 arm roundabout indicated
in outline proposals.

Economy

1

1

Minor beneficial impact on economy associated with Options KN-01 and KN-02

Integration

0

0

No significant impact on integration currently anticipated with Options KN-01 and KN-02.

Accessibility and Social Inclusion

0

0

No significant impact on accessibility and social inclusion currently anticipated with Options
KN-01 and KN-02.

STAG Criteria
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6.4.6 Summary of Appraisal
KN-01: Assuming Site M1 with an enlarged Broomhill Roundabout and staggered traffic signal
junction at the B994
The site has been subject to detailed masterplanning, and has now been forward for planning permission in
principle.
Overall, this option performs well against the Transport Planning Objectives (particularly in terms of
achievement of LDP settlement objectives), though may introduce minor negative impact in terms of efficient
operation of the STN in the vicinity of the development.
Medium costs would be anticipated with the infrastructure improvements associated with this option,
although given the size of the development these would be associated with a low affordability risk.
Impacts across the STAG criteria are likely to be negligible.
KN-02: Assuming Option KN-01, with addition of Site Ga021, with further enlargement of Broomhill
Roundabout
The site has been a recent addition to the proposed allocations for the draft Local Development Plan, and is
not currently supported by detailed technical analysis demonstrating the feasibility and effectiveness of the
proposed access strategy for the site.
The option is considered to be associated with higher implementability risks relative to Option KN-01. There
is higher risk associated with safety and operational performance of the network due to increased
development traffic, and the complexity of the proposed 5 arm lozenge roundabout which have been
outlined in the initial submissions.
6.4.7 Outcome
Overall, proposals for site M1 detailed in approved masterplans would support the access strategy for Site
M1, and would have limited adverse impact on the strategic transport network.
Access proposals associated with site Ga021 also has the potential to support the development plan
objectives for Kintore, but at the time of assessment, no detailed technical solution has thus far been
demonstrated, other than indications of a significant reconstruction of the Broomhill Roundabout junction.
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6.5

Inverurie

6.5.1

Settlement Context
Situated 16 miles to the north west of Aberdeen, Inverurie is the centre for Aberdeenshire Council’s Garioch
administrative area. It had a population of 12,760 in 201249. The town is located on the east side of the A96,
which is the principal road link to the town from Aberdeen. The A96 is a dual carriageway road between
Aberdeen and Port Elphinstone, but between Port Elphinstone and the Blackhall Roundabout (the Inverurie
bypass) and onwards to Inverness, the road is single carriageway. As noted earlier in the report, Transport
Scotland is currently taking forward plans to dual the A96 between Inverurie and Inverness by 2030, and has
commenced initial studies considering the Inverurie area.
Inverurie is well served by regular rail services to Aberdeen and Huntly (and onwards to Moray and
Inverness) and is also well served by regular mainline corridor and local bus services. Network Rail are
working to re-double the rail line between Aberdeen and Inverurie prior to 2019. This work would enable 30
minute frequency train services into Aberdeen during peak periods. Associated proposals include the
development of an extended transport interchange at Inverurie Rail Station.
There is a bus interchange point in Inverurie at the Town Hall on Market Place.
The most significant proposed sites in Inverurie within the 2013 Main Issues Report which have the potential
to impact on the STN are listed below. Site allocations for Inverurie are shown in Figure 6.4.
Site Ga079 (Conglass) consisting of 100 houses located in the north-west of the settlement.
Site E2 (Thainstone) – allocated for employment for offices
Site E3 (Thainstone) – allocated for employment uses.

49

http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/statistics/population/AberdeenshireSettlementsPopulation2012.pdf
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Current Status of Allocations
None of the sites being considered as part of the DPMTAG assessment are associated with completed
development frameworks or masterplans.
The first phase of development at Crichie (Site H1) has been recently granted delegated approval. The
second stage of this development requires the construction of a grade separated junction on the A96 to
replace the Thainstone and Port Elphinstone Roundabouts, with associated local access slip roads.
Site Ga079 is not included in the 2012 LDP, however it is proposed to be included in the 2016 Plan.

6.5.3

Settlement Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints
Table 6.8 below sets out key problems/issues/opportunities/constraints relating to the development
allocations for Inverurie. These have been shaped by detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation
and Policy teams.
Appendix C contains a summary of recent traffic modelling work that has been undertaken using
Aberdeenshire Council’s town centre model. Testing has been undertaken that evaluates a 2023 scenario
which includes developments H1, E2, and E3. The modelling also includes the Crichie Grade Separated
interchange which greatly reduces congestion of the A96(T) strategic network.
Additional testing that considers Site Ga079 could be undertaken to access what impact this development
would have on the network. It is anticipated it would cause additional congestion at the Blackhall
Roundabout.
It is noted that a commitment from Transport Scotland to dual the A96(T) by 2030 may review the existing at
grade junction arrangements at Inverurie. The criteria or standard of junction for the A96(T) upgrading is as
yet unknown.
Table 6.8 – Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints (Inverurie)
Comment
Problems

Development pressures on an already congested STN, experiencing extensive
queuing during peak periods.

Opportunities

Rail network improvements (to the Aberdeen-Inverness service and
infrastructure improvements at Inverurie Rail Station) provide opportunity to
increase use of rail to and from the settlement.

Issues
Constraints

Site Ga079 – requirement to demonstrate how development can be
accommodated on the STN.
Capacity constraints on the existing local and trunk road network, particularly
the PM movement from Aberdeen to Inverurie.

As Table 6.8 shows, Inverurie is characterised by development pressure on a Strategic Transport Network
which is already congested and experiences constraints on capacity. A key issue therefore will be for
development to demonstrate how it can be accommodated on the STN.
Proposals in the previous 2012 LDP envisaged options for an eastern relief road beside Keithhall. Options
for this element of infrastructure are not being pursued in the current plan, due to implementability concerns.
Furthermore, Transport Scotland is undertaking a review of possible future alignments for the A96 in the
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area of Inverurie. This introduces significant uncertainty, and currently limits the identification of future
development allocations.
6.5.4

Settlement Option Generation
Options for Inverurie have been developed following review of the detail of the Aberdeenshire LDP
allocations for the settlement and detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation and Planning Policy
teams, and are set out in Table 6.9 below.
Table 6.9 – Inverurie: Option Generation
Option
Reference

Option

Comment

IV-01

Assuming Sites E2
and E3 with no grade
separation at Crichie.

Assumes scheme of grade separation has not been developed
for the Crichie development.

IV-02

Assuming Sites E2
and E3 with scheme
of grade separation at
Crichie.

Assumes scheme of grade separation has been developed for
the Crichie development.

IV-03

Assuming Site Ga079.

Specific appraisal of Site Ga079.
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Option Appraisal

Table 6.10 – Inverurie Option Appraisal
IV-01

IV-02

IV-03

TPOs
Promotion of an access strategy for the
LDP proposals that enables
achievement of the LDP settlement
objectives, as follows:
Meet the need for housing in the
settlement and the strategic growth
area.
Meet the need for employment land
in the strategic growth area.
Support the role of Inverurie and
Port Elphinstone as a sub-regional
service and retail centre.
Provide opportunity for the long
term growth of the settlement.

Promotion of an access strategy for the
LDP proposals that facilitates the safe
operation of the Strategic Transport
Network

Promotion of an access strategy for the
LDP proposals that facilitates the
efficient operation of the Strategic
Transport Network in the vicinity of the
development

Option IV-01 is associated with problems related to development traffic exiting the Thainstone sites
during the PM peak, which without a solution to this problem, is considered likely to constrain the
development of this site.
Option IV-02 has the potential to help resolve the problems related to exiting the Thainstone sites and
accordingly contributes toward the need for employment land, and the long term growth of the
settlement.
-1

2

-1

Option IV-03 faces challenges related to the capacity of the Blackhall Roundabout, as well as Port
Elphinstone and Thainstone Roundabouts to accommodate proposed development traffic. The
Blackhall and Port Elphinstone roundabouts have recently been enlarged to maximise capacity, in
order to accommodate development at Portsdown, and Mains of Blackhall. The location of the
development (to the north of Inverurie) consequentially places pressure on each of these
roundabouts. Further work would be required in order to demonstrate a technical solution that
addressed the current development situation. In the event that Crichie improvements were delivered
prior to the Conglass improvements, capacity issues would most likely remain at Blackhall.
Option IV-01 is considered to have a broadly negligible impact on the safe operation of the STN. For
this option, additional traffic is constrained by available capacity, and there are no significant changes
to the road layout on the STN.

0

2

0

Option IV-02 introduces a grade separated junction arrangement, with a reduction in at grade
roundabouts. This has the potential to provide a moderate beneficial impact on safety.
Option IV-03 is considered to have a broadly negligible impact on the safe operation of the STN. For
this option, additional traffic is constrained by available capacity, and there are no significant changes
to the road layout on the STN.
Options IV-01 is currently considered to deliver a moderate negative impact on the efficient operation
of the STN.

-2

1

-2

Option IV-02 is considered to deliver minor beneficial impact on the efficient operation of the STN.
Option IV-03 is currently considered to deliver a moderate negative impact on the efficient operation of
the STN.
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IV-03
Option IV-01 is not considered to facilitate the efficient and effective use of the wider STN, as it places
additional development pressure on a congested network.

Promotion of an access strategy for the
LDP proposals that facilitates the
efficient and effective use of the wider
Strategic Transport Network

-2

1

-2

Promotion of an access strategy for the
LDP proposals that improves
opportunities for, and the attractiveness
of, sustainable transport options,
including public transport.

0

1

0

Options IV-01 and IV-03 have no specific impacts on public transport routing from the A96 to
highlighted sites. Option IV-02 provides a minor beneficial opportunity to improve public transport
penetration to the Thainstone sites.

Promotion of an access strategy for the
LDP proposals that enables efficient
and effective freight movements

0

1

0

Options IV-01 and IV-03 do not provide the potential for a direct freight route to/from the A96 for the
highlighted sites. Option IV-02 provides a minor beneficial opportunity to improve public transport
penetration to the Thainstone sites.

Option IV-02 has the potential to make efficient use of new junction infrastructure at Crichie.
Option IV-03 places additional development pressure on Blackhall Roudabout, as well as Port
Elphinstone and Thainstone roundabouts that are forecast to be operating at capacity (and with limited
options for increasing their capacity) when development at Portsdown and Mains of Blackhall comes
on-line, and therefore is considered to not to make efficient and effective use of the wider STN.

Implementability
Low costs, and thus low affordability risk is associated with Option IV-01 as no grade separation
scheme is assumed.

Affordability

Low
Risk

Med
Risk

Med
Risk

Option IV-02 is based upon utilising a grade separated junction arrangement which is required to
enable the second phase of the Crichie development. Whilst this is considered to be a high cost
option, Option IV-02 is perhaps associated with a medium affordability risk if contributions to the new
infrastructure are pooled.
No up to date technical solution is currently available for Option IV-03, but given the scale of the
development this is most likely to be medium cost, with medium affordability risk.
Option IV-01 is low risk, as it assumes that any interventions are likely to be small scale and low cost.

Technical Feasibility

Low
Risk

Med
Risk

Med
Risk

Option IV-02 assumes that an access solution is provided based on the availability of the Crichie
grade separation scheme. This is likely to be a medium risk for technical feasibility.
There is no up to date technical solution identified for Site Ga079 (Option IV-03), and given the scale
of development, it is associated with medium risk for technical feasibility.
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IV-03
Option IV-01 is considered to be high risk with respect to operational performance, in particular issues
relating to ability to exit the Thainstone developments during the PM peak.

Operational Feasibility

High
Risk

Med
Risk

High
Risk

Option IV-02 is considered to be medium risk in respect to operational performance, due to wider
capacity issues on the network.
An up to date operational solution has not been developed for Option IV-03. It is associated with high
operational feasibility risk at this time.
Options IV-01 and IV-03 are considered to have a medium risk when considering public acceptability,
due to the introduction of additional development traffic onto a congested network.

Med
Risk

Low
Risk

Med
Risk

Environment

0

0

0

No significant adverse impacts are currently anticipated for any of the options.

Safety

0

2

0

Negligible impact on safety is anticipated for Options IV-01 and IV-03. IV-02 may improve safety due
to the use of a grade separated junction to access the STN.

Public Acceptability

Option IV-02 may have a lower risk, as the development traffic access the STN from a grade
separated junction, which may provide a more operationally effective access solution.

STAG Criteria

Moderate negative impact on economy associated with Option IV-01, due to additional congestion
impacts.
Economy

-2

2

-2

Option IV-02 associated with moderate positive impact on economy, as it facilitates development more
effectively than Option IV-01.
Option IV-03 is considered to introduce further congestion impacts on the STN, and has been
assigned a moderate negative impact.

Integration

0

0

0

No significant impact on integration currently anticipated for any option.

Accessibility and Social Inclusion

-2

0

0

Moderate negative impact on accessibility and social inclusion currently anticipated with Option IV-01
due to site based congestion. No significant impact on accessibility and social inclusion currently
anticipated with Options IV-02 and IV-03.
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Summary of Appraisal
IV-01: Assuming Sites E2 and E3 with no grade separation at Crichie
This option considers the situation with Sites E2 and E3 coming forward prior to construction of the Crichie
grade separated junction.
Overall, this option performs poorly against the Transport Planning Objectives, particularly in terms of
efficient operation of the STN in vicinity of the development and efficient and effective use of the wider STN,
which are considered to have moderate negative impacts.
While this would be a low cost option, with low affordability risk, it would be associated with high risk in terms
of operational feasibility, and it may be publicly unacceptable. Negative impacts would be anticipated across
several STAG criteria, with moderate negative impacts on economy, and accessibility and social inclusion.
IV-02: Assuming Sites E2 and E3 with scheme of grade separation at Crichie
This option considers the situation with Sites E2 and E3 coming forward following construction of the grade
separation project at Crichie. Both sites would derive some benefit from the provision of the Crichie grade
separation.
This option performs better than Option IV-01 overall.
IV-03: Assuming Site Ga079
Site Ga079 would take access onto the trunk road network at Blackhall Roundabout which has been recently
upgraded to facilitate Portsdown and Mains of Blackhall. Any current capacity at this junction is anticipated
to be utilised when these developments are fully built out.
The additional impact of site Ga079 at Conglass would be to place further operational stress on Port
Elphinstone, and Thainstone Roundabouts on the A96, in addition to the impact at Blackhall Roundabout.
Overall, Option IV-03 performs poorly against the Transport Planning Objectives, particularly in terms of
efficient operation of the STN in vicinity of the development and efficient and effective use of the wider STN,
which are considered to have moderate negative impacts.
The option has been assigned medium risk across the majority of implementability criteria. It is associated
with high operational feasibility risk at this time. An up to date operational solution has not been developed.
In terms of the STAG criteria, the option may have a moderate negative impact on economy, due to the
additional wider congestion impacts that may arise across a number of already congested junctions on the
A96 at Inverurie.

6.5.7

Outcome
With regard to Sites E2 and E3, development of these sites with no grade separation at Crichie incurs
capacity and congestion problems. The provision of grade separation at Crichie for these sites performs
better. Accordingly, it is recommended that allocations E2 and E3 should be linked to the provision of the
grade separated junction at Crichie.
There are concerns regarding the allocation of Site Ga079 on operational grounds, due to capacity at
Blackhall Roundabout, and cumulative impacts at Port Elphinstone and Thainstone. It is recommended that
Ga079 be deferred to the latter period of the Strategic Development Plan.
In the meantime, completion of current studies to assess future options for the A96 Trunk Road in the vicinity
of Inverurie is considered a priority.
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6.6

Huntly

6.6.1

Settlement Context
Situated 40 miles to the north west of Aberdeen, Huntly is the centre for the north of Aberdeenshire
Council’s Marr administrative area. It had a population of 4,720 in 201250. The town is located on the north
side of the A96, which is the principal road link to the town from Aberdeen and Moray/Inverness. This road is
single carriageway between Huntly and Inverurie (Port Elphinstone), although as noted earlier in the report,
Transport Scotland is currently taking forward plans to dual the A96 between Inverurie and Inverness by
2030. Other principal road links in the area include the A97 which links Huntly to Banff, and Huntly to
Donside, and the A920 linking Huntly and Dufftown.
Huntly is served by the rail network with a station to the east of the town on the Aberdeen-Inverness line.
Regular bus services operating between Aberdeen and Inverness serve Huntly, as well as local bus
services. There is a bus interchange point located at The Square.
The most significant proposed sites in Huntly within the 2013 Main Issues Report which have the potential to
impact on the STN are located to the east of the settlement. These sites are listed below. All site allocations
for Huntly are shown in Figure 6.5.
Site H1 consisting of 485 houses.
Ste EH1 consisting of 105 houses.
Site EH2 consisting of 31 houses.
Two other allocations are carried over from the previous plan, Site EH3 consisting of 40 houses, and Site
EH4 consisting of 10 houses. Both can be accessed directly from the local road network, and are not
considered to significantly affect the adjacent STN.
Figure 6.5 – Huntly Allocations (source: 2012 LDP)

50

http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/statistics/population/AberdeenshireSettlementsPopulation2012.pdf
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6.6.2

Current Status of Allocations
Although developer discussions have been continuing, a masterplan for the sites have yet to be submitted
and approved.

6.6.3

Settlement Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints
Table 6.11 below sets out key problems/issues/opportunities/constraints relating to the development
allocations for Huntly (H1, EH1 and EH2). These have been shaped by detailed discussions with the
Council’s Transportation and Policy teams.
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Table 6.11 – Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints (Huntly)
Comment

6.6.4

Problems

Sites H1, EH1 and EH2 require to demonstrate deliverable means of access to the
development.

Opportunities

Huntly Rail Station provides interchange and transport integration opportunities.

Issues

For Sites H1, EH1 and EH2, an access and phasing strategy is required to be able to
demonstrate that there is no net detriment to the trunk road junctions.

Constraints

For Sites H1, EH1 and EH2, geography/land constraints related to the rail line and River
Bogie exist. This causes issues with regards access to the site for development.
Historic Battlefield at Battle Hill adjacent to the site, and local amenity woodland.

Settlement Option Generation
Options for Huntly have been developed following review of the detail of the Aberdeenshire LDP allocations
for the settlement and detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation and Planning Policy teams, and
are set out in Table 6.12 below.
Table 6.12 – Huntly: Option Generation
Option
Reference

Option

Comment

HN-01

Assuming Sites H1, EH1 and EH2
with access via west, into Huntly.

Deliverability constraint.

HN-02

Assuming Sites H1, EH1 and EH2
with access via east, onto A97, and
subsequently onto A96.

Presumed deliverable, but separates
development for existing community.
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Option Appraisal

Table 6.13 – Huntly Option Appraisal
HN-01

HN-02

2

-1

Option HN-01 contributes to the achievement of LDP settlement objectives by providing access via the
west. Option HN-02 does not contribute to the achievement of LDP settlement objectives, and has a
minor negative impact on this TPO.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the safe operation of the
Strategic Transport Network

0

0

Both options are considered to deliver a negligible impact on the safe operation of the STN, subject to the
satisfactory execution of local access improvements.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient operation of
the Strategic Transport Network in the vicinity of the
development

0

0

Both options are considered to deliver a negligible impact on the efficient operation of the STN in the
vicinity of the development.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient and effective
use of the wider Strategic Transport Network

-1

-1

Whilst there is available capacity on the trunk road north of Inverurie, the proportion of development traffic
that would continue beyond Inverurie towards Aberdeen would have a cumulative additional impact on
existing congestion.

TPOs
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables achievement of the LDP
settlement objectives, as follows:
Meet the demand for housing in the Strategic
Growth Area.
Sustain existing services.
Provide opportunity for employment.
Protect and enhance the role of the town as a
sub-regional service centre.
Protect and enhance the attractiveness of the
town.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that improves opportunities for, and the
attractiveness of, sustainable transport options,
including public transport.

2

-1

Option HN-01 is considered to deliver a moderate beneficial impact on improving opportunities for
sustainable transport options and the attractiveness of these options, arising from access located to the
west, where Huntly Town Centre is located. Option HN-02 is considered to worsen opportunities for
sustainable transport options and the attractiveness of these options.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables efficient and effective freight
movements

0

0

Both options are considered to deliver a negligible impact on enabling the efficient and effective
movement of freight.

Med
Risk

Med
Risk

Implementability
Affordability

Medium costs are anticipated with both options, which are both associated with medium affordability risk.
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HN-01

HN-02

Med
Risk

Low
Risk
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It is considered Option HN-01 would be technically difficult to deliver due to land assembly issues, and
requirement to achieve rail and river crossings.
No significant technical feasibility issues are identified with Option HN-02.

Operational Feasibility

Low
Risk

Low
Risk

No significant operational feasibility issues have been identified for either option.

Public Acceptability

Med
Risk

Med
Risk

It is understood the Battle Hill wood is a popular destination for walking. Access strategies that impacted
on this wood (arising from either option) could be opposed.

Environment

-2

-2

Both options are considered to have moderate negative environmental impacts, arising from the cultural
history of Battle Hill and amenity / landscape value of this site.

Safety

0

0

No significant adverse impact currently anticipated.

Economy

0

0

No significant impact on economy currently anticipated.

Integration

0

0

No significant impact on integration currently anticipated.

Accessibility and Social Inclusion

2

-2

Moderate beneficial impact on accessibility and social inclusion currently anticipated for Option HN-01
arising from access from the west (and as a result Huntly Town Centre). Moderate negative impact on
accessibility and social inclusion anticipated for Option HN-02.

STAG Criteria
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Summary of Appraisal
HN-01: Assuming Sites H1, EH1 and EH2 with access via west, into Huntly
This option performs well against some of the Transport Planning Objectives, and may, in particular, provide
moderate beneficial impact on achievement of LDP settlement objectives and sustainable/public transport
opportunities.
However, medium costs would be anticipated with this option, which may have land assembly issues for
access, possible environmental impact risks, and would be considered of medium risk in terms of
deliverability.
With regard to the STAG criteria, moderate beneficial impact would be expected in terms of accessibility and
social inclusion, with moderate negative impact on environment. There would be negligible impact on the
other STAG criteria.
HN-02: Assuming Sites H1, EH1 and EH2 with access via east, onto A97
This option generally performs poorly against the Transport Planning Objectives. There may be minor
negative impacts in terms of achievement of LDP settlement objectives, efficient and effective use of the
wider STN and improving opportunities for sustainable/public transport.
Depending on the access option developed there are options for a relatively low risk access onto the A97.
However, this does not assist with the sustainable development of Huntly.
There would be limited impacts on most STAG criteria, with moderate negative impact in terms of
environment and accessibility and social inclusion.

6.6.7

Outcome
Deliverability issues are apparent for sites H1, EH1 and EH2 with options to access the site via west into
Huntly, and via east onto A97. It is clear that further working out of these options is required. Of the two
options, providing access to west, via Huntly performs strongest relative to the DPMTAG appraisal criteria.
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6.7

Summary
Table 6.14 provides a summary of the appraisal of settlements on the A96 Corridor.
Table 6.14 – A96 Corridor Settlement Assessments: Outcome
Settlement
Blackburn

Outcome
No significant issues at Blackburn are anticipated in relation to the access
arrangements for the proposed allocations.

Access proposals for site M1 detailed in approved masterplans would
support the access strategy for Site M1, and would have limited adverse
impact on the strategic transport network.

Kintore

Access proposals associated with site Ga021 also has the potential to
support the development plan objectives for Kintore, but at the time of
assessment, no detailed technical solution has thus far been demonstrated,
other than indications of a significant reconstruction of the Broomhill
Roundabout junction.
.
With regard to Sites E2 and E3, development of these sites with no grade
separation at Crichie incurs capacity and congestion problems. Both sites
perform better with the provision of grade separation at Crichie.
Accordingly, it is recommended that allocations E2 and E3 should be linked
to the provision of the grade separated junction at Crichie.

Inverurie

There are concerns regarding the allocation of Site Ga079 on operational
grounds, due to likely impact at Blackhall junction, and cumulative impacts
at Port Elphinstone, and Thainstone junctions.
It is recommended that Ga079 be deferred to the latter period of the
Strategic Development Plan, and further operational analysis submitted.
In the meantime, completion of current studies to assess future options for
the A96 Trunk Road in the vicinity of Inverurie is considered a priority.

Huntly

Deliverability issues are apparent for sites H1, EH1 and EH2 with options to
access the site via west into Huntly, and via east onto A97. It is clear that
further working out of these options is required. Of the two options,
providing access to west, via Huntly performs strongest relative to the
DPMTAG appraisal criteria.

Chapter 7 sets out the assessments of additional key settlements in Aberdeenshire outwith the three
principal study corridors.
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A93, A944, and A947 Settlement Assessments
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7

A93, A944 and A947 Settlement
Assessments

7.1

Introduction
This chapter sets out the high level appraisal of additional settlements identified for the DPMTAG
assessment on the A944, A93 and A947. Focus is placed on those allocations that are considered to have
the greatest potential to impact on the STN.
Appendix B provides an overview of the assessment of the options for each settlement against the TPOs
and Implementability and STAG criteria.

7.2

Identification of Development Proposals for Appraisal
This section sets out an overview of non-consented LDP allocations forming the basis for the appraisal of
additional settlements in this DPMTAG assessment.
Figure 7.1 – Aberdeenshire LDP: A93, A944 and A947 Settlements
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Additional Locations on Strategic Transport Network
As key locations on Aberdeenshire’s STN (but outwith the main corridors identified above), the settlements
of Banchory, Westhill, Oldmeldrum, Turriff and Banff are also included in the DPMTAG assessment.
Table 7.1 – Additional Locations on STN: Non-Consented LDP Allocations Recommended for
Inclusion in Proposed LDP, Following Consultation on MIR
Additional Locations on STN, A93, A944 and A947
Ref
Settlement
LDP allocation

19

Banchory

Site H1 allocated up to 15 houses in the first phase (20122016).
Site H2 allocated for up to 50 houses in the second phase
(2017-2023). A masterplan is required.
Site M1 allocated for a mix of uses to include up to 30 houses in
the first phase as a demonstration eco village, tourism uses and
community uses including playing field, one full size football
pitch and a park and ride facility.
Site M2 allocated for a mix of uses to include 345 houses and 2
ha of business land with 135 in the first phase and 210 in the
second. A masterplan is required for the site.

20

Westhill

Site H2 up to 10 houses.
Ga034 – limited part of site reserved to support future growth of
Subsea sector.

21

Oldmeldrum

Site M1 up to 50 houses and new community facilities.
Site M2 up to 50 houses and appropriate employment or retail.
Site H1 up to 40 houses.

Turriff

Site EH1 allocated for 90 houses.
Site H1 allocated for up to 60 houses.
Site M1 allocated for up to 450 houses, 10ha of employment land
and a new primary school and associated facilities.
Site E1 allocated for 1ha of employment land.
Site E2 allocated for 1.7ha of employment land.
Site E3 allocated for 4.5ha of employment land.

Banff

Site EH2 allocated for 5 residential units.
Site M1 allocated for a mix of uses including 400 residential units,
leisure and retail units and a primary school post 2016.
Site H1 allocated for 295 residential units.

22

23
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7.3

Banchory

7.3.1

Settlement Context
Banchory is situated 18 miles to the south west of Aberdeen on the A93. It had a population of 7,520 in
201251. The A93 is single carriageway and is the principal road link between Banchory and Aberdeen. Other
principal road links in the area are the A957 south (to Stonehaven) and the A980 north (to Alford). Although
classified as a B Road, the B974 from Banchory to Fettercairn is an important route both locally and
regionally.
Banchory is not served by the rail network, but is well served by regular mainline corridor bus services
between Aberdeen and Lower Deeside as well as local bus services. There is a bus interchange point
located on High Street in the town, and future proposals for a mini park and ride hub.
There is one proposed site in Banchory within the 2013 Main Issues Report which has the potential to
impact on the STN: Site M2 consisting of 345 houses and 2ha of business land. This site is located to the
north east of the settlement. All site allocations for Banchory are shown in Figure 7.2.
.Figure 7.2 – Banchory Allocations (source: 2012 LDP)

7.3.2

51

Current Status of Allocation
A masterplan has been prepared for Site M2, but has not yet been formally approved. Planning applications
for parts of this site have also been prepared, but are not yet determined at the time of writing.

http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/statistics/population/AberdeenshireSettlementsPopulation2012.pdf
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Settlement Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints
Table 7.2 below sets out key problems/issues/opportunities/constraints relating to the development
allocations for Banchory. These have been shaped by detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation
and Policy teams.
Table 7.2 – Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints (Banchory)
Comment
Problems

Potential local road junction capacity issues A93/Bredero Drive, and Raemoir Road/Hill
of Banchory West junctions.

Opportunities

Opportunities to extend public transport provision in the settlement, given the level of
linear trips currently travelling along the A93 through Banchory.
A northern link road would alleviate issues at existing junctions including the
A93/Bredero Drive and Raemoir Road/Hill of Banchory West junctions.
Potential for upgrade to traffic signals at A93/Raemoir Road junction.

Issues
Constraints

7.3.4

Access and phasing strategy is required to demonstrate that existing junctions will
operate satisfactorily following development implementation.
Existing patterns of development constrain junction improvement options within
Banchory.

Settlement Option Generation
Options for Banchory have been developed following review of the detail of the Aberdeenshire LDP
allocations for the settlement and detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation and Planning Policy
teams, and are set out in Table 7.3 below.
Table 7.3 – Banchory: Option Generation
Option
Reference
BY-01

Option
Assuming Site M2 with
northern link road and traffic
signals at the A93/Raemoir
Road junction.

Comment
These proposals have been developed arising from
consideration of the masterplan proposals for Hill of
Banchory.
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Option Appraisal

Table 7.4 – Banchory Option Appraisal
BY-01
TPOs
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables achievement of the LDP
settlement objectives, as follows:
2

Option BY-01 contributes to the achievement of LDP settlement objectives by providing access to housing
and employment sites.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the safe operation of the
Strategic Transport Network

0

Option BY-01 is considered to deliver a negligible impact on the safe operation of the STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient operation of
the Strategic Transport Network in the vicinity of the
development

0

Option BY-01 is considered to deliver a negligible impact on the efficient operation of the STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient and effective
use of the wider Strategic Transport Network

1

Option BY-01 makes use of available capacity along the A93.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that improves opportunities for, and the
attractiveness of, sustainable transport options,
including public transport.

1

Option BY-01 provides the potential to improve public transport penetration into the Hill of Banchory
development by providing an east-west through route.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables efficient and effective freight
movements

0

Option BY-01 is considered to deliver a negligible impact on enabling efficient and effective freight
movements.

Meet the local demand for housing.
Sustain existing services and provide
opportunities for new services.
Provide local opportunities for employment.

Implementability
Affordability

Low
Risk

The proposed infrastructure required for access is considered to be affordable in the context of the size
and nature of the development.

Technical Feasibility

Low
Risk

No significant technical feasibility issues are identified.
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BY-01
Operational Feasibility

Low
Risk

No significant operational feasibility issues are identified.

Public Acceptability

Low
Risk

It is considered that the proposed access strategy for Option BY-01 is broadly acceptable to the wider
public.

STAG Criteria
Environment

0

No significant adverse impact currently anticipated from access arrangements.

Safety

0

No significant impacts on safety currently anticipated.

Economy

1

Minor beneficial impact on economy associated with Option BY-01.

Integration

0

No significant impact on integration currently anticipated.

Accessibility and Social Inclusion

1

Minor beneficial impact on accessibility and social inclusion currently anticipated.

Proposed Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2016: DPMTAG Assessment Report

7.3.6

149

Summary of Appraisal
BY-01: Core Plan – assuming Site M2 with northern link road and traffic signals at the A93/Raemoir
Road junction
Overall, this option performs reasonably well against the Transport Planning Objectives.
The access arrangements are considered to be affordable in the context of the size and nature of the
development, and it is unlikely to have any other significant implementability issues. Impacts across the
STAG criteria are likely to be negligible.

7.3.7

Outcome
Overall, no significant issues at Banchory are anticipated and access proposals for the identified allocations
would form an appropriate access strategy for developments within Banchory.
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7.4

Westhill

7.4.1

Settlement Context
The town of Westhill is situated 7.5 miles to the west of Aberdeen City Centre on the single carriageway
A944, which is the principal road link to the town from Aberdeen. It had a population of 11,600 in 201252.
Furthermore, Westhill is located less than 2km to the west of the planned route of the AWPR, which is
programmed to be completed in spring 2018. The new A944/AWPR junction close to Westhill is due to be a
grade separated junction.
Westhill is not served by the rail network but is well served by regular bus services to Aberdeen and beyond
to Donside. There is a bus interchange point located on Westhill Drive.
In recent years, the town has experienced significant growth in employment land development, attracting a
number of leading sub-sea oil and gas companies, and associated support services companies.
Development pressure for office space continues, and the town now attracts large volumes of commuting
traffic.
Site Ga034, has been identified within the 2016 LDP Main Issues Report and is proposed to be included in
the draft 2016 Local Development Plan. This site is located to the south of the B9119 and is proposed to be
reserved to support the future growth of the Subsea sector. All site allocations for Westhill are shown in
Figure 7.3.
Figure 7.3 – Westhill Allocations (source: 2012 Main Issues Report)
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7.4.2

Current Status of Allocations
The site is not included in the 2012 LDP, however it is proposed to be included in the 2016 Plan as a reserve
site. It is not currently associated with any masterplans or planning applications.

7.4.3

Settlement Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints
Table 7.5 below sets out key problems/issues/opportunities/constraints relating to the development
allocations for Westhill. These have been shaped by detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation
and Policy teams.
Table 7.5 – Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints (Westhill)
Comment

7.4.4

Problems

Capacity constraints at key junctions (B9119 corridor junctions and B979/A944
junction at Mason Lodge).

Opportunities

Development provides opportunity to implement junction improvements.

Issues

Potential wider impacts on transport network on A944 corridor, and local Westhill
access.
Located south of B9119, this would be the first development to breach the boundary
formed by this road.

Constraints

Pipeline constrains the extent of development possible on this site.

Settlement Option Generation
Options for Westhill have been developed following review of the detail of the Aberdeenshire LDP
allocations for the settlement and detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation and Planning Policy
teams, and are set out in Table 7.6 below.
Table 7.6 – Westhill: Option Generation
Option
Reference
WH-01

Option

Assuming Site Ga034.

Comment
Extent of development constrained by adjacent high
pressure gas pipeline.
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Table 7.7 – Westhill Option Appraisal
WH-01
TPOs
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables achievement of the LDP
settlement objectives, as follows:
Meet the need for housing in the settlement,
and the Aberdeen Housing Market Area.
Sustain existing services in a sub-regional
centre.
Provide affordable housing in the settlement.
Maintain its function as a successful
employment centre.
Allow a scale of development which does not
cause problems for current infrastructure.

1

Option WH-01 has a minor beneficial impact on the achievement of LDP settlement objectives, in
particular those related to employment.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the safe operation of the
Strategic Transport Network

0

Option WH-01 is considered to deliver a negligible impact on the safe operation of the STN, subject to the
satisfactory execution of local access arrangements.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient operation of
the Strategic Transport Network in the vicinity of the
development

-1

There is a potential that the development will have a minor negative impact on the B9119 junctions.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient and effective
use of the wider Strategic Transport Network

-2

Option WH-01 is considered to have the potential to deliver moderate negative impact on the efficient and
effective use of the wider STN, in particular at junctions already over capacity, such as A944/B979
junction (Masons Lodge).

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that improves opportunities for, and the
attractiveness of, sustainable transport options,
including public transport.

0

Option WH-01 is considered to deliver a negligible impact on improving opportunities for sustainable
transport options and the attractiveness of these options.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables efficient and effective freight
movements

0

Option WH-01 is considered to deliver a negligible impact on enabling efficient and effective freight
movements.

Implementability
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WH-01
The direct access requirements of the development are low cost and low risk in terms of affordability.
Affordability

Med
Risk

However, if the development triggered the requirement for further wider network improvements, then it is
likely that these would be unaffordable given the scale of the development proposed.
No significant technical feasibility issues are identified with the local site access arrangements.

Technical Feasibility

Med
Risk

However, if the development triggered the requirement for further wider network improvements, then it is
likely that these may be associated with junction improvements which may be technically difficult to
deliver.

Operational Feasibility

Med
Risk

Medium risk would be anticipated with Option WH-01 in terms of operational performance, despite the
limited size of the site.

Public Acceptability

Med
Risk

It is considered that the proposed access strategy associated with Option WH-01 may have public
acceptability risks if it was considered to further add to existing congestion issues.

STAG Criteria
Environment

0

No significant adverse impact currently anticipated from access arrangements.

Safety

0

No significant adverse impact on safety is currently anticipated from access arrangements.

Economy

1

Minor beneficial impact on economy associated with Option WH-01.

Integration

-1

Minor negative impact on integration currently anticipated.

Accessibility and Social Inclusion

-1

Minor negative impact on accessibility and social inclusion currently anticipated.

Proposed Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2016: DPMTAG Assessment Report

7.4.6

Summary of Appraisal
WH-01: Assuming Site Ga034
Overall, this option has potential adverse impacts on the operation of the STN in the vicinity of the
development, and also on the wider strategic network at key junctions in and around Westhill. Further
technical analysis will be required to determine the extent of these issues, and the possible consequential
requirement for wider mitigation. Otherwise, the option will contribute to local planning objectives, and will
largely have a negligible impact on other objectives.
The option is considered to be broadly implementable, but may face some public acceptability challenges.

7.4.7

Outcome
Overall, the proposal has the potential to generate some congestion issues at key junctions within the
Westhill area. Further analysis will be required to determine the extent of these issues, and whether any
wider mitigation is required. Otherwise, the option will contribute to local planning objectives, and will
generally have a negligible impact on other Transport Planning Objectives.
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7.5

Oldmeldrum

7.5.1

Settlement Context
Oldmeldrum is situated 5 miles to the north of Inverurie/the A96 and 17 miles to the north west of Aberdeen
on the A947. It had a population of 3,230 in 201253. The A947 is the principal road link between Aberdeen
and Banff. Another principal road link in the vicinity of Oldmeldrum is the A920 connecting the settlement to
Ellon in the east.
Oldmeldrum is not served by the rail network but is served by bus services to Inverurie and Aberdeen. There
is a bus interchange point located at The Square.
The most significant proposed sites in Oldmeldrum within the 2013 Main Issues Report which have the
potential to impact on the STN are listed below. All site allocations for Oldmeldrum are shown in Figure 7.4.
Site M1 up to 50 houses and new community facilities.
Site M2 up to 50 houses and appropriate employment or retail.
Site H1 up to 40 houses.
Figure 7.4 – Oldmeldrum Allocations (source: 2012 LDP)

7.5.2

Current Status of Allocations
No formal submissions have been made for any of the three sites at the time of writing, although it is
understood that masterplans are in preparation for Sites M1 and M2.

7.5.3

Settlement Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints
Table 7.8 below sets out key problems/issues/opportunities/constraints relating to the development
allocations for Oldmeldrum. These have been shaped by detailed discussions with the Council’s
Transportation and Policy teams.
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Table 7.8 – Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints (Oldmeldrum)
Comment

7.5.4

Problems

Possible minor traffic impact on A947.

Opportunities

No significant transport opportunities identified.

Issues

No significant issues.

Constraints

No significant constraints.

Settlement Option Generation
Options for Oldmeldrum have been developed following review of the detail of the Aberdeenshire LDP
allocations for the settlement and detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation and Planning Policy
teams, and are set out in Table 7.9 below.
Table 7.9 – Oldmeldrum: Option Generation
Option
Reference
OM-01

Option
Assuming Sites M1, M2
and H1 local access
infrastructure
improvements.

Comment

Assumes local access infrastructure improvements.
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Option Appraisal

Table 7.10 – Oldmeldrum Option Appraisal
OM-01
TPOs
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables achievement of the LDP
settlement objectives, as follows:
Enhance the settlement’s role as a service
centre.
Meet the demand for new housing in the
Aberdeen Housing Market Area.
Sustain existing services.
Provide local opportunities for employment.
Provide improved community facilities and
services.

2

Option OM-01 contributes to the achievement of LDP settlement objectives by providing access to
housing and employment sites.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the safe operation of the
Strategic Transport Network

0

Option OM-01 is considered to deliver a negligible impact on the safe operation of the STN, subject to the
satisfactory execution of local access arrangements.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient operation of
the Strategic Transport Network in the vicinity of the
development

0

Option OM-01 is considered to deliver a negligible impact on the efficient operation of the STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient and effective
use of the wider Strategic Transport Network

1

Option OM-01 makes use of available capacity on the STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that improves opportunities for, and the
attractiveness of, sustainable transport options,
including public transport.

0

Option OM-01 has a relatively limited impact on public transport provision.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables efficient and effective freight
movements

0

Option OM-01 is considered to deliver a negligible impact on enabling the efficient and effective
movement of freight.

Implementability
Affordability

Low
Risk

Low costs would be associated with Option OM-01, with accordingly low affordability risk.
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OM-01
Technical Feasibility

Low
Risk

No significant technical feasibility issues are identified.

Operational Feasibility

Low
Risk

No significant operational feasibility issues are identified.

Public Acceptability

Low
Risk

It is considered that the proposed access strategy for Option OM-01 is broadly acceptable to the wider
public.

STAG Criteria
Environment

0

No significant adverse impact currently anticipated from access arrangements.

Safety

0

No significant impacts on safety currently anticipated.

Economy

1

Minor beneficial impact on economy associated with Option OM-01.

Integration

0

No significant impact on integration currently anticipated.

Accessibility and Social Inclusion

1

Minor beneficial impact on accessibility and social inclusion currently anticipated.
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Summary of Appraisal
OM-01: Assuming Sites M1, M2 and H1 with local access infrastructure improvements
Overall, this option performs reasonably well against the Transport Planning Objectives. It is also considered
to be low cost with low affordability risk, and is unlikely to have any other significant implementability issues.
Overall impacts on the STAG criteria are likely to be negligible, though minor beneficial impact on economy
and accessibility and social inclusion would be anticipated.

7.5.7

Outcome
No significant issues at Oldmeldrum are anticipated. The access proposals associated with the identified
allocations would provide support for the promotion of an appropriate access strategy for developments in
Oldmeldrum.
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Turriff

7.6.1

Settlement Context
Turriff is situated 18 miles to the north of Oldmeldrum and 35 miles to the north west of Aberdeen on the
A947. It had a population of 5,060 in 201254. The A947 is the principal road link between Aberdeen and
Banff.
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Turriff is not served by the rail network but is served by inter-urban bus services to Aberdeen. There is a bus
interchange point located on the High Street.
There is one proposed site in Turriff within the 2013 Main Issues Report which has the potential to have a
significant impact on the STN. This is Site M1 consisting of 450 houses (and also 10ha of employment land
and a new primary school and associated facilities). This site is located to the east of the town. All site
allocations for Turriff are shown in Figure 7.5.
Figure 7.5 – Turriff Allocations (source: 2012 LDP)

7.6.2

Current Status of Allocations
Discussions have been ongoing with the developer of the site, but no masterplan or planning applications
have been submitted for consideration. The key constraint is understood to be the impact on woodland to
the north of the site.

7.6.3

Settlement Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints
Table 7.11 below sets out key problems/issues/opportunities/constraints relating to the development
allocations for Turriff. These have been shaped by detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation
and Policy teams.
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Table 7.11 – Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints (Turriff)
Comment

7.6.4

Problems

Access required to be taken from A947 to north of Turriff, but this impacts on
ancient woodland.

Opportunities

Development contributes to longer term aspiration for alternative route around
Turriff.

Issues

A947 currently subject to route action study.

Constraints

Ancient woodland places constraint on access arrangements at the north of the
site.

Settlement Option Generation
Options for Turriff have been developed following review of the detail of the Aberdeenshire LDP allocations
for the settlement and detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation and Planning Policy teams,
and are set out in Table 7.12 below.
Table 7.12 – Turriff Option Generation
Option
Reference
TF-01

Option
Site M1 with associated
local access
infrastructure
improvements.

Comment

Assumes local access infrastructure.
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Option Appraisal

Table 7.13 – Turriff option Appraisal
TF-01
TPOs
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables achievement of the LDP
settlement objectives, as follows:
To meet the demand for new housing in the
Rural Housing Market Area.
To sustain existing services.
To provide opportunity for local employment.
To assist in the long term relief of town centre
congestion through provision of distributor road
with potential to upgrade to eastern bypass.
To provide improved community facilities.

2

Option TF-01 contributes to the achievement of LDP settlement objectives by providing access to housing
and employment sites, and contributes towards the aspiration of a distributor road through the site.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the safe operation of the
Strategic Transport Network

0

Option TF-01 is considered to deliver a negligible impact on the safe operation of the STN, subject to the
satisfactory execution of local access arrangements.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient operation of
the Strategic Transport Network in the vicinity of the
development

0

Option TF-01 is considered to deliver a negligible impact on the efficient operation of the STN in the
vicinity of developments.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient and effective
use of the wider Strategic Transport Network

0

Option TF-01 is considered to have a largely negligible impact on the efficient and effective use of the
wider STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that improves opportunities for, and the
attractiveness of, sustainable transport options,
including public transport.

1

Option TF-01 is considered to deliver minor beneficial impact on improving opportunities for sustainable
transport options and the attractiveness of these options.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables efficient and effective freight
movements

0

Option TF-01 is considered to deliver a negligible impact on enabling efficient and effective freight
movements.

Implementability
Affordability

Med
Risk

Option TF-01 is associated with medium affordability risk, particularly if revised arrangements or complex
mitigation is required in association with issues related to woodland at the north of the site.
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TF-01
Technical Feasibility

Med
Risk

Medium risk in terms of technical feasibility anticipated. There is a need to ensure suitable principal
access can be provided on the A947 north of Turriff.

Operational Feasibility

Low
Risk

No significant operational feasibility issues are identified.

Public Acceptability

Low
Risk

It is considered that the proposed access strategy for Option TF-01 is broadly acceptable to the wider
public.

STAG Criteria
Environment

-2

Moderate negative environmental impact is currently anticipated from access arrangements arising from
the close proximity of ancient woodland.

Safety

0

No significant impacts on safety currently anticipated.

Economy

1

Minor beneficial impact on economy associated with Option TF-01.

Integration

0

No significant impact on integration currently anticipated.

Accessibility and Social Inclusion

0

No significant impact on accessibility and social inclusion currently anticipated.
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Summary of Appraisal
TF-01: Assuming Site M1 with associated local access infrastructure improvements
Transportation and access issues associated with this site are related to the provision of a suitable principal
access to the A947 north of Turriff. It is considered that the main constraint to achieving this is due to the
proximity of ancient woodland.
This option would provide moderate beneficial impact on the achievement of LDP settlement objectives, and
minor beneficial impact on opportunities to improve sustainable/public transport.
There are implementability issues with the site, related to finding an appropriate access solution from the
north of Turriff, which mitigates impacts on adjacent woodland. This may give rise to technical feasibility
risks, and also affordability risks.
Overall impacts on the STAG criteria are likely to be negligible, with the exception of environment, due to the
proximity of ancient woodland.

7.6.7

Outcome
At present, implementability issues are constraining the progression of this development allocation. When
resolved, the access should be principally from the A947 north of Turriff.
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7.7

Banff

7.7.1

Settlement Context
Situated 45 miles to the north west of Aberdeen, Banff is located within Aberdeenshire Council’s Banff and
Buchan administrative area. It had a population of 4,020 in 201255. The town is located on the A98, which is
the principal road link between Fraserburgh and settlements along the north Aberdeenshire/Moray
coastlines. This road is single carriageway. Other principal road links in the area are the A97 and A947, with
the latter being the principal route to Banff from Aberdeen.
Banff is not served by the rail network but is well served by regular mainline corridor services operating to
Aberdeen, as well as local bus services. There is a bus interchange point located on Low Street.
The most significant proposed sites in Banff within the 2013 Main Issues Report which have the potential to
impact on the STN are listed below.
Site M1 consisting of 400 houses, leisure and retail units and a primary school post 2016 located to the
west of the settlement.
Site H1 consisting of 295 houses located to the southwest of the settlement.
Site R1 is reserved for a cemetery extension.
Site EH2, 5 houses, is carried over from the previous plan, but does not affect the STN. All site allocations
for Banff are shown in Figure 7.6.
Figure 7.6 – Banff Allocations (source: 2012 LDP)

7.7.2
55

Current Status of Allocations
A planning application is pending on the northern part of Site M1 for 121 houses.
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Settlement Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints
Table 7.14 below sets out key problems/issues/opportunities/constraints relating to the development
allocations for Banff. These have been shaped by detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation and
Policy teams.
Table 7.14 – Problems/Issues/Opportunities/Constraints (Banff)
Comment
Problems

Current requirement for all through traffic to route through town centre.

Opportunities

There is interest in the development of a new link road between the A98 and
A97 to the west of Banff. This could be facilitated in part by development of M1
and H1.

Issues
Constraints

7.7.4

Few significant issues; case for a link road would require further examination of
evidence.
Several constraints influence the development of the A97/A98 link road
including Lusylaw Wood, and land reserved for cemetery extension.

Settlement Option Generation
Options for Banff have been developed following review of the detail of the Aberdeenshire LDP allocations
for the settlement and detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation and Planning Policy teams, and
are set out in Table 7.15 below.
Table 7.15 – Banff: Option Generation
Option
Reference

Option

Comment

BF-01

Assuming Sites M1
and H1 with local
access
arrangements.

Assumes local access arrangements onto A97 and A98,
but not necessarily a through route.

BF-02

Assuming Sites M1
and H1 with new link
road to A97 from
A98.

Ability to link both M1 and H1 together, and onto A97
and A98.
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Table 7.16 – Banff Option Appraisal
BF-01

BF-02

2

2

Both options contribute to LDP objectives for settlements, particularly in relation to the provision of
housing choice.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the safe operation of the
Strategic Transport Network

0

0

Both options are considered to deliver a negligible impact on the safe operation of the STN, subject to the
satisfactory execution of local access arrangements.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient operation of
the Strategic Transport Network in the vicinity of the
development

0

1

Option BF-01 is considered to deliver a negligible impact on the efficient operation of the STN. Option BF02 is currently considered to deliver a minor beneficial impact on the efficient operation of the STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient and effective
use of the wider Strategic Transport Network

0

0

Both options are currently considered to deliver a negligible impact on facilitating the efficient and
effective use of the wider STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that improves opportunities for, and the
attractiveness of, sustainable transport options,
including public transport.

0

0

Both options are considered to deliver a negligible impact on improving opportunities for sustainable
transport options and the attractiveness of these options.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables efficient and effective freight
movements

0

0

Both options are considered to deliver a negligible impact on enabling efficient and effective freight
movements.

Low
Risk

Med
Risk

Medium costs, and medium affordability risk are associated with Option BF-02 as a new link road is
proposed based on an upgrade of existing road alignments.

TPOs
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables achievement of the LDP
settlement objectives, as follows:
Enhance settlement’s role as a regional service
centre.
Provide housing choice within the regeneration
priority area.
Maintain separation between Banff and
Inverboyndie.
Provide affordable housing for local need.

Implementability
Affordability
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BF-01

BF-02

Technical Feasibility

Low
Risk

Med
Risk

Development of a new link road is considered to incur medium risk in terms of technical feasibility.

Operational Feasibility

Low
Risk

Low
Risk

Subject to correct execution, all junction improvements are considered to be low risk with respect to
operational performance.

Public Acceptability

Low
Risk

Low
Risk

It is considered that the proposed access strategies for each option are broadly acceptable to the wider
public.

Environment

0

-1

Minor negative environmental impacts may be anticipated from the implementation of Option BF-02,
although this would require further assessment to confirm the extent and nature of any adverse impacts.

Safety

0

0

No significant adverse impacts currently anticipated.

Economy

1

1

Minor beneficial impact on economy is anticipated with both options.

Integration

0

0

No significant adverse impact on integration is currently anticipated from access arrangements.

Accessibility and Social Inclusion

0

0

No significant adverse impact on accessibility and social inclusion is currently anticipated from access
arrangements.

STAG Criteria
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Summary of Appraisal
BF-01: Assuming Sites M1 and H1 with local access arrangements
Overall, this option generally has a negligible impact on the Transport Planning Objectives, though would
provide moderate beneficial impact on the achievement of LDP settlement objectives.
There is low cost associated with this option and it is unlikely to have any other significant implementability
issues. Impacts across the STAG criteria are likely to be broadly negligible.
BF-02: Assuming Sites M1 and H1 with new link road to A97 from A98
This option would provide a potential moderate beneficial impact on the achievement of LDP settlement
objectives. It has a negligible impact on the remaining Transport Planning Objectives.
Medium costs would be anticipated with this option, which may have land assembly issues and possible
environmental impact risks. The proposed link road could be phased, and delivered in an incremental
manner.
Impacts across the STAG criteria are likely to be broadly negligible, though minor beneficial impacts on
economy could be expected, with minor adverse environmental impacts during construction.

7.7.7

Outcome
It is considered that due to the ability to deliver the proposed link road in an incremental manner, this should
be considered for inclusion within the Local Development Plan. Further option appraisal would be
appropriate. This may provide some support to the town centre in the context of identified allocations within
Banff.
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Summary
Table 7.17 provides a summary of the appraisal of the additional settlements along A93, A944 and A947.
Table 7.17 –A93, A944, A947 Settlement Assessments: Outcome
Settlement

Banchory

Westhill

Outcome
No significant issues at Banchory are anticipated and access proposals for the
identified allocations would form an appropriate access strategy for
developments within Banchory.

The allocation Ga034 has the potential to generate some congestion issues at
key junctions within the Westhill area. Further analysis will be required to
determine the extent of these issues, and whether any wider mitigation is
required. Otherwise, the option will contribute to local planning objectives, and
will generally have a negligible impact on other DPMTAG objectives.

Oldmeldrum

No significant issues at Oldmeldrum are anticipated. The access proposals
associated with the identified allocations would provide support for the
promotion of an appropriate access strategy for developments in
Oldmeldrum.

Turriff

At present, implementability issues are constraining the progression of this
development allocation. When resolved, the access should be principally from
the A947 north of Turriff.

Banff

It is considered that due to the ability to deliver the proposed link road between
the A97 and A98 in an incremental manner, this should be considered for
inclusion within the Local Development Plan. Further option appraisal would be
appropriate. This may provide some support to the town centre in the context
of identified allocations within Banff.

Chapter 8 brings together the outcomes of the DPMTAG assessments and presents recommendations with
regard to development allocations.
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Key Findings
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Key Findings

8.1

Introduction
The DPMTAG assessment has been undertaken in order to support the preparation of Aberdeenshire
Council’s 2016 Local Development Plan.
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The scope of the assessment has been scoped and agreed with Transport Scotland, and undertaken in a
proportionate and pragmatic manner. The focus has been placed on the three principal Trunk Road
corridors in Aberdeenshire: the A90 (North), A90 (South) and A96 which also correspond with major growth
corridors identified in the Strategic Development Plan, and major public transport corridors. The assessment
has also focussed on additional locations in Aberdeenshire with allocations that have the greatest potential
to impact on the STN.
Existing evidence has been used to inform the appraisal, including outcomes from recent modelling work
using Aberdeenshire’s S-Paramics town centre models for Peterhead, Ellon, Portlethen, Stonehaven,
Kintore and Inverurie. Transport Planning Objectives have been developed from existing policy priorities,
and previous analysis. Options have been derived from considering alternative approaches for accessing
the most significant allocations proposed for inclusion in the 2016 LDP, on a settlement by settlement basis.
Outcomes from the DPMTAG assessment are summarised below.
8.2

A90 (North) Corridor
Table 8.1 – A90 (North) Corridor Summary
Settlement

Outcome
Whilst the construction of a new access from existing trunk road junction for the Kirkton
M1 site performs stronger against transport planning objectives, access from the local
road network is considered to be more deliverable.
It is recommend that the local road access option should form the currently presumed
access arrangement, unless or until the developer of the Kirkton site is able to fulfil the
conditions stated in the masterplan for the trunk road junction to demonstrate that:

Fraserburgh

a) all alternative options for accessing the site from the local road network have been
explored and are deemed to be relatively undesirable and that the new roundabout is
the optimum solution; and
b) the new 5-arm roundabout is technically feasible and complies with Transport
Scotland’s design standards.
The developments will contribute to future strategic growth on the A90 (North) corridor.

Rathen

On the basis of the DPMTAG appraisal, and the application history of the site, it is
recommended the current proposals for Sites H1 and EH1 are reviewed with respect the
2016 LDP. It is noted that on the basis of recent planning history a reduction in the size
of the developments may be an appropriate consideration.
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Outcome
Both options for sites H1 and E1 identified for Crimond are considered to be
problematic, due to a presumption against the formation of new trunk road accesses,
and the presumed difficulty of achieving access to the local road network adjacent to the
developments.
Accordingly, it is recommended that the inclusion of Sites H1 and E1 within the 2016
LDP be reviewed and considered for removal.

Peterhead

No significant issues at Peterhead are anticipated, assuming safe and grade separated
pedestrian and cycle crossings between Site M1 and the rest of Peterhead are provided.
The access proposals for the development allocations would provide some support in
the promotion of the LDP objectives for Peterhead.
The developments will contribute to future strategic growth on the A90 (North) corridor.

Cruden Bay

Recommended that allocation EH1 be limited in size, due to operational and safety
issues on the Auchiries Road and its junctions with the A90 and A975.

Ellon

Requirement for at grade enlargement of both north and south roundabouts on the A90
due to development allocations, and strategic growth along A90. Proposals to mitigate
committed development have been developed for both junctions and agreed in principle
by Transport Scotland.
Options for either a bridge over the River Ythan, or a bypass to the south of the town
are currently being considered, but both have similar impacts on the trunk road.

Balmedie

Overall, access proposals utilising grade separated junction, and local road access
would provide an appropriate access strategy for developments proposed in Balmedie.

Blackdog

Overall, access proposals utilising grade separated junction, and local road access
would provide an appropriate access strategy for developments proposed in Blackdog.
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A90 (South) Corridor
Table 8.2 – A90 (South) Corridor Summary
Settlement

Mains of
Cairnrobin

8.4

Outcome
Based on current understanding, there are constraints on the building out of the Mains
of Cairnrobin site due to capacity issues at the Findon interchange.
In the absence of a technically proven access strategy for the site, and
notwithstanding the current application, the status of the site in the forthcoming 2016
LDP should be reviewed.

Portlethen

Allocations at Portlethen can be accommodated on the STN, with the inclusion of
Badentoy Link Road, and small scale improvements to Findon junction (west side).

Newtonhill

Housing allocations at Newtonhill can be accommodated on the STN.

Stonehaven

Assessment of site Km024b can only be undertaken following submission of specific
details of proposals. It is noted that the allocation sits adjacent to a key junction in the
region’s future road network, and would be directly accessed from the STN.

Laurencekirk

The outcome of the Access to Laurencekirk study is required in order to provide an
evidence-based assessment of the options being considered, and their relationship
with the proposed development allocations.
Requirement for a scheme of grade separation to be delivered in order to facilitate the
development of Site M1.

Edzell
Woods

Consent for 300 houses granted, based on provision of widened at grade junction of
the A90.
Any further allocations require to be linked to improvements at the trunk road junction.

A96 Corridor
Table 8.3 – A96 Corridor Summary
Settlement
Blackburn

Outcome
No significant issues at Blackburn are anticipated in relation to the access
arrangements for the proposed allocations.
Access proposals for site M1 detailed in approved masterplans would support the
access strategy for Site M1, and would have limited adverse impact on the strategic
transport network.

Kintore

Access proposals associated with site Ga021 also has the potential to support the
development plan objectives for Kintore, but at the time of assessment, no detailed
technical solution has thus far been demonstrated, other than indications of a
significant reconstruction of the Broomhill Roundabout junction.
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With regard to Sites E2 and E3, development of these sites with no grade separation
at Crichie incurs capacity and congestion problems. Both sites peform better with the
provision of grade separation at Crichie. Accordingly, it is recommended that
allocations E2 and E3 should be linked to the provision of the grade separated junction
at Crichie.
Inverurie

There are concerns regarding the allocation of Site Ga079 on operational grounds,
due to likely impact at Blackhall junction, and cumulative impacts at Port Elphinstone,
and Thainstone junctions. It is recommended that Ga079 be deferred to the latter
period of the Strategic Development Plan, and further operational analysis submitted.
In the meantime, completion of current studies to assess future options for the A96
Trunk Road in the vicinity of Inverurie is considered a priority.

Huntly

8.5

Deliverability issues are apparent for sites H1, EH1 and EH2 with options to access
the site via west into Huntly, and via east onto A97. It is clear that further working out
of these options is required. Of the two options, providing access to west, via Huntly
performs strongest relative to the DPMTAG appraisal criteria.

A93, A944, and A947 Settlements
Table 8.4 – A93, A944 and A947 Settlements Summary
Settlement

Outcome

Banchory

No significant issues at Banchory are anticipated and access proposals for the
identified allocations would form an appropriate access strategy for developments
within Banchory.

Westhill

The allocation Ga034 has the potential to generate some congestion issues at key
junctions within the Westhill area. Further analysis will be required to determine the
extent of these issues, and whether any wider mitigation is required. Otherwise, the
option will contribute to local planning objectives, and will generally have a negligible
impact on other DPMTAG objectives.

Oldmeldrum

No significant issues at Oldmeldrum are anticipated. The access proposals
associated with the identified allocations would provide support for the promotion of
an appropriate access strategy for developments in Oldmeldrum.

Turriff

At present, implementability issues are constraining the progression of this
development allocation. When resolved, the access should be principally from the
A947 north of Turriff.

Banff

It is considered that due to the ability to deliver the proposed link road between the
A97 and A98 in an incremental manner, this should be considered for inclusion within
the Local Development Plan. Further option appraisal would be appropriate. This may
provide some support to the town centre in the context of identified allocations within
Banff.
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Appendix A – Transport Planning Objectives Scoring System

The tables below set out the key objectives for appraising the impact of options in the DPMTAG assessment. For
each objective, impacts will be assessed using the seven-point scale as set out in the STAG guidance.
1. Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that enable achievement of the LDP settlement
objectives
-3

the access strategy option wholly restricts achievement of the LDP settlement objectives

-2

the access strategy option places restrictions on the achievement of the LDP settlement
objectives

-1

the access strategy option places minor restrictions on the achievement of the LDP settlement
objectives

0

no impact

+1

the access strategy option makes a minor positive contribution to the achievement of the LDP
settlement objectives

+2

the access strategy option makes a positive contribution to the achievement of the LDP
settlement objectives

+3

the access strategy option makes a significant positive contribution to the achievement of the
LDP settlement objectives

2. Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that facilitate the safe operation of the Strategic
Transport Network
-3

the access strategy option presents a significant potential detrimental impact on the safety of the
Strategy Transport Network

-2

the access strategy option presents a potential detrimental impact on the safety of the Strategic
Transport Network

-1

the access strategy option presents a minor detrimental impact on the safety of the Strategic
Transport Network

0

no impact

+1

the access strategy option presents a minor positive benefit for the safety of the Strategic
Transport Network

+2

the access strategy option presents a positive benefit for the safety of the Strategic Transport
Network

+3

the access strategy option presents a significant benefit for the safety of the Strategic Transport
Network
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3. Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that facilitate the efficient operation of the
Strategic Transport Network in the vicinity of the development
-3

the access strategy option presents a significant potential detrimental impact on the efficiency of
traffic flow for users of the Strategy Transport Network in the vicinity of the development

-2

the access strategy option presents a potential detrimental impact on the efficiency of traffic flow
for users of the Strategic Transport Network in the vicinity of the development

-1

the access strategy option presents a minor detrimental impact on the efficiency of traffic flow for
users of the Strategic Transport Network in the vicinity of the development

0

no impact

+1

the access strategy option provides a minor positive impact on the efficiency of traffic flow for
users of the Strategic Transport Network in the vicinity of the development

+2

the access strategy option provides a positive impact on the efficiency of traffic flow for users of
the Strategic Transport Network in the vicinity of the development

+3

the access strategy option provides a significant positive impact on the efficiency of traffic flow
for users of the Strategic Transport Network in the vicinity of the development

4. Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that facilitate the efficient and effective use of the
wider Strategic Transport Network
-3

the access strategy option makes inefficient and ineffective use of network, with considerable
detrimental constraints and impacts

-2

the access strategy option makes inefficient and ineffective use of network

-1

the access strategy option makes inefficient use of network

0

no impact

+1

the access strategy option makes efficient use of network

+2

the access strategy option makes efficient and effective use of network

+3

the access strategy option makes efficient and effective use of network, with considerable wider
positive benefits
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5. Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that improve opportunities for, and the
attractiveness of, sustainable transport options, including public transport.
-3

the access strategy option presents a significant detrimental impact on opportunities for, and
attractiveness of sustainable transport options, including public transport.

-2

the access strategy option presents a detrimental impact on opportunities for, and attractiveness
of sustainable transport options, including public transport.

-1

the access strategy option presents a minor detrimental impact on opportunities for, and
attractiveness of sustainable transport options, including public transport.

0

no impact

+1

the access strategy option provides a minor positive impact on opportunities for, and
attractiveness of sustainable transport options, including public transport.

+2

the access strategy option provides a positive impact on opportunities for, and attractiveness of
sustainable transport options, including public transport.

+3

the access strategy option provides a significant positive impact on opportunities for, and
attractiveness of sustainable transport options, including public transport.

6. Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that enable efficient and effective freight
movements
-3

the access strategy option presents a significant potential detrimental impact on the efficiency of
traffic flow for users of the Strategy Transport Network

-2

the access strategy option presents a potential detrimental impact on the efficiency of traffic flow
for users of the Strategic Transport Network

-1

the access strategy option presents a minor detrimental impact on the efficiency of traffic flow for
users of the Strategic Transport Network

0

no impact

+1

the access strategy option provides a minor positive impact on the efficiency of traffic flow for
users of the Strategic Transport Network

+2
+3

the access strategy option provides a positive impact on the efficiency of traffic flow for users of
the Strategic Transport Network
the access strategy option provides a significant positive impact on the efficiency of traffic flow
for users of the Strategic Transport Network

179

Appendix B

Proposed Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2016: DPMTAG Assessment Report

Appendix B – Appraisal Matrix

181

TPOs

Implementability

Promotion of an
access strategy for
the LDP proposals Promotion of an
access strategy for
that improves
opportunities for, the LDP proposals
that enables
and the
efficient and
attractiveness of,
effective freight
sustainable
movements
transport options,
including public
transport.

Promotion of an
access strategy for
the LDP proposals
that enables
achievement of
the LDP settlement
objectives

Promotion of an
access strategy for
the LDP proposals
that facilitates the
safe operation of
the Strategic
Transport
Network

Promotion of an
access strategy for
the LDP proposals
that facilitates the
efficient operation
of the Strategic
Transport
Network in the
vicinity of the
development

Promotion of an
access strategy for
the LDP proposals
that facilitates the
efficient and
effective use of the
wider Strategic
Transport Network

FR-01: Assuming Sites M1 and H1, with a fifth
arm off the trunk road roundabout at Kirkton

2

-1

-1

1

1

FR-02: Assuming Sites M1 and H1, but with M1
access wholly from local authority road network

1

0

-1

1

RA-01: Assuming Site H1 and the existing trunk
road junction

2

-3

0

RA-02: Assuming Site H1 and an improved trunk
road junction

2

1

CR-01: Assuming Sites E1 and H1 accessed with
new trunk road junctions for each proposed
development

2

CR-02: Assuming Sites E1 and H1 with access to
new developments provided using existing trunk
road junctions

STAG Appraisal Criteria

Affordability

Technical
Feasibility

Operational
Feasibility

Public
Acceptability

Environment

Safety

Economy

Integration

Accessibility + Social
Inclusion

1

Med risk

Med risk

Med risk

Low risk

0

-1

2

1

1

-1

-1

Low risk

Low risk

Low risk

Low risk

0

0

1

0

0

0

0

0

Low risk

Low risk

Med Risk

Low risk

0

-3

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

High risk

Med risk

Low risk

Low risk

0

1

0

0

0

-1

-2

0

0

0

Med risk

Med risk

Low risk

Low risk

0

-1

0

-1

0

2

0

0

0

0

0

Med to High risk

Med to High
risk

Low risk

Low risk

0

0

0

0

0

PH-01: Assuming Sites M1 and H1 with associated
improvements to existing junctions

2

0

0

1

1

1

Low risk

Low risk

Low risk

Low risk

0

0

1

1

1

CB-01: Assuming Sites M1 and EH1 with associated
local access infrastructure improvements

2

-3

-2

0

0

0

Low risk

Low risk

High risk

Med risk

0

-3

0

0

0

CB-02: Assuming Site M1 (with local access
infrastructure improvements) and Site EH1
(with significant junction upgrading)

2

1

1

0

0

0

Med to High risk

Med risk

Low risk

Low risk

0

1

0

0

0

EL-01: Assuming Sites M1 and E1 with Bridge over
River Ythan to facilitate Cromleybank Development
and associated improvements to local and trunk
road junctions

2

0

1

2

1

0

Med risk

High risk

Low risk

Low risk

-2

0

1

1

1

EL-02: Assuming Sites M1 and E1 with southern
Ellon bypass/distributor road to facilitate
Cromleybank development and associated
improvements to local and trunk road junctions

2

0

1

2

0

1

Med risk

Med risk

Low risk

Med risk

-2

0

1

0

1

Balmedie

BA-01: Assuming Sites M1 and H1 with
access from the existing local road network

2

0

0

2

1

1

Low risk

Low risk

Low risk

Low risk

0

0

1

0

0

Blackdog

BD-01: Assuming Site M1 and improvements as
part of AWPR Balmedie-Tipperty project

2

0

0

2

1

1

Low risk

Low risk

Low risk

Low risk

0

0

1

0

0

Settlement

Options

Fraserburgh

Rathen

Crimond

Peterhead

Cruden Bay

Ellon

Promotion of an
access strategy for
the LDP proposals Promotion of an
access strategy for
that improves
opportunities for, the LDP proposals
that enables
and the
efficient and
attractiveness of,
effective freight
sustainable
movements
transport options,
including public
transport.

Promotion of an
access strategy for
the LDP proposals
that enables
achievement of
the LDP settlement
objectives

Promotion of an
access strategy for
the LDP proposals
that facilitates the
safe operation of
the Strategic
Transport
Network

Promotion of an
access strategy for
the LDP proposals
that facilitates the
efficient operation
of the Strategic
Transport
Network in the
vicinity of the
development

Promotion of an
access strategy for
the LDP proposals
that facilitates the
efficient and
effective use of the
wider Strategic
Transport Network

MC-01: Assuming BUS Site with link road to
Aberdeen Gateway site and junction improvements

-2

-2

-3

-2

-1

MC-02: Assuming BUS Site with major upgrade to
Findon interchange and significant upgrades at
Wellington Road

2

1

1

0

Portlethen

PO-01: Assuming Sites E1 and E2 with Badentoy
Link Road (between Banchory-Devenick Road and
Badentoy Park), and upgrade of Findon
Interchange (west side)

2

1

1

Newtonhill

NH-01: Assuming Site H1

2

0

Stonehaven

ST-01: Assuming Site Km024b

1

LK-01: Assuming Site M1 with no improvements

Affordability

Technical
Feasibility

Operational
Feasibility

Public
Acceptability

Environment

Safety

Economy

Integration

Accessibility + Social
Inclusion

-1

Low risk

High risk

High risk

High risk

0

-2

-2

0

-2

1

2

High risk

High risk

Med risk

High risk

-1

1

1

0

0

1

1

2

Low risk

Med risk

Med Risk

Low risk

0

1

1

0

1

0

0

0

0

Low risk

Low risk

Low risk

Low risk

0

0

1

0

0

-2

-2

0

-2

0

Med risk

Med risk

Med risk

Med risk

0

-2

1

0

-2

-3

-3

-2

-1

-1

-1

Low risk

Low risk

High risk

High risk

0

-3

-1

-1

-2

LK-02: Assuming Site M1 with south junction grade
separation and north junction at-grade
improvements

2

2

2

2

1

1

Med risk

Med risk

Low risk

Med risk

-1

2

2

1

2

LK-03: Assuming Site M1 with two grade separated
junctions

2

2

2

2

2

2

High risk

Med risk

Low risk

Med risk

-1

2

2

1

2

Edzell Woods

EW-01: Assuming Site M1 with existing base access
and A90 junction improvement

2

-1

-1

1

-2

0

Med risk

Med risk

Med Risk

Low risk

0

-1

1

0

-2

Blackburn

BB-01: Assuming Site M1 with associated local
access infrastructure

2

0

0

0

1

0

Low risk

Low risk

Low risk

Low risk

0

0

0

0

1

KN-01: Assuming Site M1 with an enlarged
Broomhill Roundabout and staggered traffic signal
junction at the B994

2

0

-1

1

1

1

Low risk

Low risk

Low risk

Low risk

0

0

1

0

0

KN-02: Assuming Option KN-01, with addition of
Site Ga021, with further enlargement of Broomhill
Roundabout

2

-2

-2

1

1

1

Med risk

Med risk

Med risk

Med risk

0

-2

1

0

0

IV-01: Assuming Sites E2 and E3 with no grade
separation at Crichie

-1

0

-2

-2

0

0

Low risk

Low risk

High risk

Med risk

0

0

-2

0

-2

IV-02: Assuming Sites E2 and E3 with scheme of
grade separation at Crichie

2

2

1

1

1

1

Med risk

Med risk

Med risk

Low risk

0

2

2

0

0

IV-03: Assuming Site Ga079

-1

0

-2

-2

0

0

Med risk

Med risk

High risk

Med risk

0

0

-2

0

0

HN-01: Assuming Sites H1 and EH1 with access via
west, into Huntly.

2

0

0

-1

2

0

Med risk

Med risk

Low risk

Med risk

-2

0

0

0

2

HN-02: Assuming Sites H1 and EH1 with access via
east, onto A97

-1

0

0

-1

-1

0

Med risk

Low risk

Low risk

Med risk

-2

0

0

0

-2

Banchory

BY-01 : Assuming Site M2 with northern link road
and traffic signals at the A93/Raemoir Road
junction

2

0

0

1

1

0

Low risk

Low risk

Low risk

Low risk

0

0

1

0

1

Westhill

WH-01: Assuming Site Ga034

1

0

-1

-2

0

0

Med Risk

Med risk

Med risk

Med risk

0

0

1

-1

-1

Oldmeldrum

OM-01: Assuming Sites M1, M2 and H1 with
associated local access infrastructure
improvements

2

0

0

1

0

0

Low risk

Low risk

Low risk

Low risk

0

0

1

0

1

Turriff

TF-01 : Assuming Site M1 with associated local
access infrastructure improvements

2

0

0

0

1

0

Med risk

Med risk

Low risk

Low risk

-2

0

1

0

0

BF-01: Assuming Sites M1 and H1 with local
access arrangements

2

0

0

0

0

0

Low risk

Low risk

Low risk

Low risk

0

0

1

0

0

BF-02: Assuming Sites M1 and H1 with new
link road to A97 from A98

2

0

1

0

0

0

Med risk

Med risk

Low risk

Low risk

-1

0

1

0

0

Settlement

Options

Mains of Cairnrobin

Laurencekirk

Kintore

Inverurie

Huntly

Banff

