
Objection Letter - Derek Latto 

I am writing to lodge my objection to the proposed Carron Flood Prevention works currently under 

public consultation. 

I am happy enough with the proposal to raise the red and green bridges having seen firsthand how 

debris can be caught underneath and cause the river to break its banks, at the green bridge in 

particular. Though I note there are already effective measures in place to catch large debris further 

upstream at Woodcot Brae. 

My objection it to the plans to remove 1200 square metres of riverbed (and presumably riverbank) 

and to effectively wall in the river, both in terms of the riverbank itself and up to six feet above road 

level. 

To my mind this is fact turns the river, a much valued local beauty spot into a culvert, seriously  

impacting the wildlife and the quality of life of those of us who live by it as well as the wider 

community to who walk along it, fish in it or just sit quietly beside it eating their lunch. At present 

people can access the water and experience a little bit of nature – local kids safely play in it. 

More selfishly I do not want to sit looking out my window as a wall for the next 30 or whatever years. 

I personally chose to live beside a river for the benefits it brings in terms of enjoyment, health and 

quality of life and I would rather accept the consequences of that choice than have those benefits 

removed. 

I appreciate there have been floods in the past and will no doubt be floods in the future but that’s to 

be expected if you live beside a river…. 

 

  



Response 

1. Scope of Evidence 
1.1. This is the scope of evidence regarding the objection to Stonehaven Flood Protection 

Scheme from Mr Latto. 

1.2. This evidence will discuss how the environment has been considered in the design 

including the proposed improvement of the river for fish passage 

1.3. This evidence will also explain the hydraulic modelling undertaken and how lowering of the 

bed downstream of White Bridge is contributing to the works design to minimise wall 

heights in various places on the scheme, such as on Carron Terrace. 

2. Environmental & Visual Impact 
 

2.1. A large proportion of the scheme is within a conservation area and a number of existing 

walls and structures in the vicinity or directly affected by the scheme are classified as listed 

by Historic Scotland. 

 

2.2. A screening opinion was sought both under the Town and Country planning (Environmental 

Impact Assessment)(Scotland) regulations 2011 and under the Flood Risk Management 

(Scotland) (Flood Protection schemes, Potentially Vulnerable Areas and Local Plan Districts) 

regulations 2010. It was confirmed that an Environmental Impact Assessment would not be 

required. However a variety of environmental assessments have been undertaken to 

address potential effects associated with the scheme.  

 

2.3. It is recognised that the introduction of walls along the river will have an impact on the 

visual environment and the wildlife. All proposals will take account of legislative 

requirements when constructing around protected species.  

 

2.4. A significant number of investigations have been undertaken to ensure we have a baseline 

record of what species are located within the scheme area. We have also been working 

closely with statutory and non-statutory bodies to ensure the scheme can blend with the 

environment. 

 

 

2.5. On Carron Terrace, the proposed wall height directly in front of property windows that 

front onto the River Caron has been kept at around 1.2m high.  However, it is recognised 

that from No 6 to No 1, in front of garages, the wall will raise from 1.2m to 1.8m (over a 

distance of 70m).  Following consideration of objections it is proposed to modify the 

scheme so that this the top 1/3 in height of this 70m section of wall be constructed of glass 

material to improve light/ visual aspects. This proposed modification was accepted by 

several objectors and by Aberdeenshire Council. 

 

2.6. The detailed design of the scheme has, where possible, sought to minimise wall heights as 

much as possible. Where this is not possible self-raising barriers have been used where 

wall heights are considered particularly sensitive such as to the rear of properties in 

Cameron Street and in the locality of St James’ Church, which is a dominant feature in this 



area and the preservation of its setting is a critical consideration as part of its listed 

building category A status. 

 

2.7. The scheme design has been carefully considered to ensure biodiversity is retained once 

the scheme is constructed and whilst it is recognised that the river bed will be altered the 

river bed and river banks will be reinstated. The area of land around the Green Bridge will 

be landscaped to allow people a greater access to the water than at present, there will be 

additional tree planting around the existing Green Bridge location and in places 

improvements to the alignment of culverts and the redesign of fish passes will actually 

improve environmental aspects.  

 

2.8. Current access to the river is difficult along much of its length. Access is currently possible 

upstream of the White Bridge, and at the confluence between Glaslaw Burn and Carron 

Water. The scheme will maintain access points to the river and improve and encourage 

access at the new Green Bridge. 

 

2.9. Extensive discussions have taken place with SEPA, Dee Fisheries Trust and Stonehaven 

Angling Association regarding the impact of the proposals on the river both in a permanent 

state and also during proposed construction stages. Various mitigation measures have 

been considered in the proposed design including fish passes/ladders. 

 

2.10. Ecological surveys have been undertaken and identified where mitigation measures are 

required to ensure no detrimental effects to wildlife such as bats and otters during 

proposed constructionas outlined in Appendix R: Environmental Assessment Summary.  

3. River bank removal 
3.1. Flood water levels on Carron Water have been assessed using a computer model. The 

model was built using TUFLOW hydraulic modelling software, an industry standard 

program. The model represents the river channel, the adjacent floodplain, and structures, 

such as bridges and the downstream rock armour. The model was calibrated against the 

2012 flood event.  

3.2. Overall, the TUFLOW model gives a reasonable representation of flood levels for the range 

of flood flows used in the design. 

3.3. The TUFLOW model allows a range of options to be assessed and compared with the 

design water levels determined by selecting those works most beneficial in comparison to 

the physical constraints on site.  

3.4. The TUFLOW model has been modified to look at options to remove constraints in order 

minimise wall heights. In the section between White Bridge and Bridgefield Bridge the 

capacity of the channel has been increased by lowering the channel, lowering under 

Bridgefield Bridge (by 0.2m, as shown on the application drawings) and by proposing a new 

culvert(2.5m x 1.5m) under the gardens on the northern bank.  

3.5. By increasing the capacity of this section of river, between White Bridge and Bridgefield 

Bridge, the predicted flood water levels upstream of White Bridge are reduced, thereby 

minimising wall heights. If the river was not lowered, the walls would need to be higher on 

Carron Terrace. 



3.6. The modelled options are detailed in Appendix F: Hydrology and Hydraulic Report. 

3.7. Carron Water is currently bordered by walls in many places, along with many of the 

surrounding properties. The scheme aims to reinstate existing banks where these are 

present to minimise the visual height of the walls. This can be seen on Section 12 of 

drawing MMD-345087-C-DR-00-XX-8112 in Appendix D: Description of Operations 

Drawings. 

3.8. On the road side, the majority of the length has been limited to waist height (1.2m), which 

is a typical parapet level. For the 60m where the wall is higher than 1.2m on Carron 

Terrace, where there is no self raising barrier, glass barriers have been included as an 

amendment to the FRM application. Thereby the river will still be visible from Carron 

Terrace. 


