
Can’t reduce it? 

Then recycle it, donate it, or compost it. 

• Aberdeenshire Council can collect paper, 

cardboard, cans, aerosols, foil, plastic bottles, 

plastic cups and glass bottles and jars, for 

recycling. 

• Donate items to charity. This includes office 

furniture, used stamps, printer ink cartridges, old 

mobile phones, craft materials and stationery. For 

furniture try www.reuseline.com 

• If your organisation is not obligated to have a food 

waste collection, then for small amounts of food, 

use a bokashi bin. This makes compost and liquid 

fertiliser from all food waste and is small enough 

to sit in the kitchen.  

• If you have useful items that could be reused in 

your own organisation (or in other organisations) 

then to save them sitting in storage, use a reuse 

organisation that will advertise them for you to 

help find them a home. You may also find 

cheap/free items you need there too, which will 

save you buying new ones. 

• Many other items can be recycled. If you 

have a particular material or product that you 

throw away regularly, check whether it can be 

recycled. Some unusual items can be recycled 

(even CDs), but you need to find a company that 

will take them. 

Need more help? 

For information on trade waste and recycling 

collections, information and advice on business waste 

reduction, reuse and regulatory compliance, please 

contact us: 

Aberdeenshire Council 

Infrastructure Services 

(Waste Management) 

Unit 7 Harlaw Industrial Estate 

Inverurie 

AB51 4SG 

trade.waste@aberdeenshire.gov.uk  

Wasteline 03456 08 12 07 

The following organisation can also provide you with 

free help to reduce waste and reduce costs by making 

environmental improvements: 

• Resource Efficient Scotland who are part of 

www.zerowastescotland.org.uk  

You can also find further information and useful links at 

this website: 

• http://directory.resourceefficientscotland.com/ 

 

Please check our website for 

information on waste recycling. 

 

Updated June 2018. 

 

Aberdeenshire Council Trade Waste Services 

Reduce your 

Business Waste 

 

     

Wasteline 03456 08 12 07 

www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/waste  

www.facebook.com/AberdeenshireWaste 

 

 

http://www.reuseline.com/
mailto:trade.waste@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
http://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/
http://directory.resourceefficientscotland.com/
http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/waste/commercial-refuse-and-recycling-collections/
http://www.facebook.com/AberdeenshireWaste


Why should your business reduce waste? 

There are sound business reasons to reduce waste. 

These include: 

• Reducing the cost of trade waste collections and 

other business expenditure. 

• Meeting the demands of supply chains that 

demand specific environmental credentials such as 

the ISO 14000 series of standards. 

• Improving the reputation of your business 

amongst an increasingly environmentally 

conscious customer base. 

• Achieving accreditation under the Green 

Tourism Business Scheme if your business is 

involved in tourism. 

Ways to reduce your business waste 

There are many ways to reduce waste at work. 

• Reusing stationery, bags and packaging 

materials. 

• Going paperless. 

• Printing on both sides of paper. 

• Not buying disposable items, such as paper or 

plastic cups, stirrers, plates, etc. 

• Using rechargeable electrical items instead of 

batteries. 

• Using a company that takes back packaging. 

• Repairing rather than replacing equipment. 

• Hiring equipment rather than buying. This saves 

you having to pay for disposal when it’s no 

longer used. 

• Use the fax preference service. 

• Put a note on the printer so you can tell which 

way up to put in headed paper. 

 

Ask questions 

• Can you buy a product that would last longer? 

For example, use ceramic cups instead of 

polystyrene cups. 

• Can you buy a product that can be recycled 

instead of just thrown away? 

• Watch what you throw out. Do you need to 

throw away the folders along with the 

confidential waste? Would it be so difficult to 

empty, keep and reuse the folders, and just 

dispose of the contents? 

• Can you buy concentrated products or 

chemicals for your company’s use? 

• Look at where your company generates its 

waste. Always ask your own staff for their 

thoughts. They know the company best. 

 

 

If you are a manufacturer: 

• Make your products so they can be easily taken 

apart and recycled once they have reached the end 

of their useful life. The fewer different types of 

materials there are in a product, the better. 

• Check whether machinery is creating more 

waste than it really has to. If so, does the 

machinery need to be repaired, regularly 

maintained or replaced? Is it being used 

correctly? Would staff training reduce or 

eliminate the waste that costs you money and 

burdens the environment? Would the machinery 

work better with a higher grade of material? 

• Can you re-work any material instead of just 

binning it? 

• Can you reuse any by-products or sell them on 

to another company? 

• Use your raw materials as efficiently as possible. 


