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Case Study
Cycle Friendly School Award
Where: Schools across Aberdeenshire.

Issues they face: Encouraging more pupils to travel actively to school

What they did: Promoted cycling to school as a real option, 
encouraging pupils to be involved and meeting criteria to win ‘Cycle 
Friendly School Award’. Cycling Scotland, who are the national cycle 
promotion organisation for Scotland, are involved in assessing schools 
to become ‘Cycle Friendly Schools.’

Cycling Scotland’s Cycle Friendly School Award is received by primary 
schools in Scotland who are committed to promoting and encouraging 
cycling as part of a whole school culture aimed at benefitting both 
children’s health and their environment. Certain criteria has to be meet 
to achieve the award, the school is then assessed by Cycling Scotland 
to see if they qualify. 

We currently have a number of schools in Aberdeenshire who have 
received the award. Please visit Cycling Scotland’s website to find out 
which ones: www.cyclingscotland.org.

All three schools in Westhill have recently received the award, making 
westhill the first town in Aberdeenshire where all primary schools have 
the award. The national average of children cycling to school currently 
sits at 3.5%. The figure for Westhill Primary is six times higher at 21%, 
four times higher 
at Crombie 
which sits at 
14% and more 
than double at 
Elrick where 
8% of pupils 
cycle to school, 
according to the 
2011 Hands Up 
Travel Survey.
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Head teacher at Crombie School, Kate Hopkins, was delighted to earn 
the Cycle Friendly status and praised staff and pupils for their effort.
She said: “We felt that this was a very worthwhile initiative for us, as 
a school, to get involved with and obviously to receive Cycle Friendly 
School status is testament to the hard work put in by our staff, the 
school travel planning officer, parents and pupils. It also sits well with 
our Curriculum for Excellence by helping our pupils to be responsible 
citizens and effective contributors within the community.” 

Crombie Primary P7 pupil Chrissie Blanchard added: “I love cycling 
and I think it is a safe way to come to school. We should all cycle. It 
keeps me healthy too. I am glad that we have been given this award.”


