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Case Study
Walking and Cycling Audits: Dunnottar
Where: Dunnottar Primary school, Stonehaven.

Issues they face: Dunnottar Primary school is located in the centre 
of Stonehaven where large traffic volumes constantly travel past the 
school. There is no school car park so congestion is a big issue. With 
this in mind, the school still see high levels of children who walk or 
cycle to school. In a bid to encourage this behaviour safety concerns 
about some routes needed to be addressed. Parents and pupils were 
encouraged to plan their routes and be aware of possible risks they 
may experience while travelling to school.

What they did: In development of their school travel plan, Dunnottar 
Primary Schools Eco Group undertook walking and cycling audits on 
routes between the main housing areas and the school. The idea was to 
determine if any transport links were required and to identify where the 
safest routes to school existed. 

After discussions on the 
importance of walking and cycling 
and having given a road safety 
briefing, pupils were taken out and 
were asked to take photographs 
of perceived hazards from their 
point of view and suggest potential 
route improvements. Back at the 
school the photos were printed off 
and then attached to a giant map 
of the surrounding area for all the 
other pupils to see and make their 
recommendations.

Amongst the recommendations 
was a desire to develop cycle 
paths, address road junctions with 
poor visibility owing to car parking, 
and improve road signage. The improvements have been included 
in the Travel Plan for the school which outlines measures to get more 
pupils travelling actively to school rather than by car. In conjunction with 
the development of Dunnotar’s travel plan a suggestion box has been 
placed in the school for parents.

Continued...
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Dunnottar Hands Up Survey
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Results: Dunnottar school have promoted their school travel plan and 
encouraged children to travel to school more sustainably. The results 
show their efforts are paying off with 20% of children currently cycling to 
school.

Produced by Aberdeenshire Council GDT21495 August 2013


