
Assessment 
At this stage, significant environmental effects are 
predicted and evaluated. 
● Plans or programmes may be predicted to be   
nenegative, positive, uncertain or neutral effects. 
● Their evaluation will address issues such as    
rereversibility or irreversibility of effects, risks,    
d duration (permanent, temporary, long-term, short- 
 t term and medium-term) and cumulative (direct,   
in indirect, secondary and synergistic).
● Mitigation measures make recommendations to    
a  avoid, reduce, address, and compensate significant             
effeffects. They suggest replacing, modifying or           
incincluding additional statements in the documents.
● A monitoring report would normally be integrated  
   into the adopted plan to constantly monitor the  
si significant effects.

Consultation
SEA requires consultations with Consultation 
Authorities and stakeholders at varying degrees 
throughout the entire process. The statutory 
Consultation Authorities include Scottish 
Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA), Scottish 
Natural Heritage (SNH) and Historic Scotland (HS). 

What are the implications?

Among other things Responsible Authorities may have to:- 
● Carry out SEA for plans or programmes they       
iniinitiate.
● Act as consultees for other authorities’ SEA;
● Provide baseline information for the SEA process;
● Monitor significant impacts identified in plans or   
prprogrammes;
● Ensure quality assurance in the SEA process; 
● Commit their time, talents (expertise) and treasure   
   (resources) to training and the SEA process.
 

Support and resources

The SEA Steering Group has identified the following 
three routes:-  (i) using external consultants, (ii) doing 
SEA in house and (iii) combining (i) and (ii). Resources 
available include in-house training, SEA templates, SEA 
case studies and practical support. Although the 
Steering Group recommends option (ii) above, the 
choice of the preferred route is left to each Service or 

community partners.  

For further information please contact the Stratgeic 
Environmental Assessment Officer.

Planning & Environmental Services
Aberdeenshire Council, 

Woodhill House, Westburn Road, 
Aberdeen AB16 5GB 

01224 664369
 joseph.somevi@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 

Economic & Environmental Sustainability
Strategic Leadership Services

Aberdeen City Council,
Balgownie One,  AECC, 

Conference Way, Bridge of Don,
Aberdeen AB23 8AQ

01224 814585
jsomevi@aberdeencity.gov.uk

Strategic 
Environmental 
Assessment
  (SEA)

From 21 July 2004, all public 

bodies are required to 

undertake SEA for certain 

plans or programmes. This 

leaflet explains the process to 

help the understanding of the 

law and promote engagement 

in the process. The process is 

regulated by the Environmen-

tal Assessment of Plans and 

Programmes (Scotland) 

Regulations 2004 and the 

Environmental Assessment 

(Scotland) Act 2005.
If you have difficulty reading this leaflet 

please contact Planning & Environmental 
Services on 01224 664221




