CRITERIA FOR APPLICATIONS TO THE
KINCARDINE AND MEARNS AREA COMMITTEE BUDGET 2026/27

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY BEFORE COMPLETING YOUR APPLICATION

1. All proposals must be in line with the Local Community Planning priorities (summary
below with full details on the OurAberdeenshire website: Kincardine and Mearns
Priorities — Aberdeenshire Community Planning Partnership
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The budget should be used to enable the Kincardine and Mearns Area Committee to
respond to local needs by supporting projects within its Area. Projects will be favourably
considered if they have clear evidence of fit to the Community Planning priorities (above), or
take cognisance of:

Community Action Plans

Local Place Plans

Town Centre First approach

Council’s Strategic Priorities: Aberdeenshire Council Plan 2024 to 2029

2. Under normal circumstances the maximum payment for any one project or initiative is
£2,000.00.


https://www.ouraberdeenshire.org.uk/your-area/kincardine-and-mearns/our-local-priorities/
https://www.ouraberdeenshire.org.uk/your-area/kincardine-and-mearns/our-local-priorities/
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/council-plan

The Area Committee Budget should, in normal circumstances, only be used as part of
the wider funding package with a maximum contribution normally being (50%).

In-kind contributions may make up to 25% of a project’s overall cost and should be
included as a cost in your application. In some cases, calculating the value of in-kind
contributions can be relatively simple, for example if it is the contribution of a piece of
equipment. Other costs could be a little more difficult, for example, the value of volunteer
time. Below is a table that indicates the standard rates, which should be used to calculate
volunteer time.

Type of voluntary/in-kind Per Per Day
contribution Hour

General, unskilled labour (for N

example, supervised scrub clearance, £13.45 £107.60
ditch-digging, planting, basic

administrative support

Specialist, skilled, trained labour (for £18.75 £150.00

example, operations for which
certificated training is a requirement,
such as operating dangerous
equipment, driving off-road vehicles,
using chemicals)

Specialist services, (for example, £31.25 £250.00
supervising, training labour teams,
surveys, counts, trapping, ringing,
diving, printing, designing,
photography)

Professional services (for example,
consultants, lawyers, planners,
engineers, accountants, auditors)

£50.00 £350.00

*The Real Living Wage in Scotland (from 15t April 2026)

4.

The use of the Area Committee Budget is open to Council Services and constituted
groups who can prove that a funding package is being assembled and cannot be met
from normal budgets. Applications which are solely, or substantially, for individual benefit
will not be considered.

. The applicant must demonstrate that this is the final part of a wider funding package, and

that the money will be spent and invoices provided by the end of February to allow for
payment before the end of the financial year (31 March). This would not preclude an
agreement in principle, earlier in the process, if that is of assistance to the applicant in
attracting other funding. Please do not apply for Area Committee Funding unless you
are confident that you can work within this timescale.

. The Area Committee Budget may not be used to directly fund a continuation of a service

or a grant which has been stopped or reduced as a result of budget savings agreed by
the Council. It can, however, be used to facilitate the transfer of such service delivery or
facility to the community or other third sector partner.



7.

8.

10.

11.

Funding for core activities such as staffing or overheads will not be eligible.

The Area Committee Budget will not commit the Council to recurring expenditure. Any
proposal that has an implication on a Council revenue or capital budget will have this
clearly identified.

. Recurring annual costs of a group or event will not be supported. The following costs will

be considered on a case-by-case basis:

a. Developmental costs of a new group that is being established with aims consistent
with Council objectives - see (i) below

b. Setting up costs of a new event - see (i) below
c. Costs of a one-off event which is consistent with Council objectives

d. Event costs due to circumstances which could reasonably be considered as
unforeseen — see (ii) and (iii)

i. An application would have to provide evidence of longer-term financial
sustainability.

ii. Excludes cancellation, weather, poor planning and retrospective applications.

iii. An application would have to provide evidence that all other avenues have been
exhausted.

All money awarded should be spent within the Kincardine and Mearns area though
consideration will be given to projects based out with the area if they can demonstrate
that they primarily benefit Kincardine and Mearns residents.

The Fund will close at the end of February to enable the end of year financial process to
progress.

12. All applications must be agreed by the Area Committee, unless exceptional or time

critical circumstances apply when the Area Manager may use delegated powers in
agreement with the Chair and Vice Chair.

13.The Council is required to ensure that there is proper accountability for public funds used

in delivering services. Therefore, in order to comply with the “Following the Public Pound
procedures applicants will be required to submit a copy of their most recent,
independently examined set of accounts, a copy of their three most recent bank
statements, and provide detailed information on any funds which have been ring-fenced
for other projects. All information received may be considered in the decision-making
process.

14.Payment will be made retrospectively on receipt of invoices or other confirmation that the

money has been spent in accordance with the proposals applied for. Payment will be
made by BACS transfer to a group’s bank account. Groups will be added to the BACS
system, if not already included, on the award of any grant funding.



15. Grants should be claimed within 6 months of award and before the end of the financial
year in which they are awarded. If out with this timescale a further application will be
required if funding still available. A key factor in assessing applications as the financial
year progresses will be the likelihood of funding being used.

16. Whilst groups can apply year on year for separate / different projects, where groups have
been regular recipients of grant funds over a number of years, Officers may take this into
account when considering an award.

17. Groups will be expected to provide regular feedback on progress to the Area Manager’s
Office, when requested. Successful applicants will require to complete a short feedback
form on the project by no later than 31st March 2027.



